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Abstract. This article offers an overview of the system of word formation in
clinical terminology .Medical terms have been drawn from many languages. A large
majority from Greek and Latin. The main part of this article consists of examples
containing the most common roots, prefixes and suffixes will clarify the whole field.
It will be found that the long and formidable sounding medical terms are a
combination of words, which describes parts of body, a function or a combination.
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Introduction

It is estimated that three-fourth of medical terminology is of Greek region.
There are many reasons behind of it. Main reason that they form an international
language, due to which everyone is familiar with the subject.it is obvious that a basic
understanding of Greek-Latin term elements increase the productivity of learning .
Clinical terminology is also essential for healthcare professionals to accurately
communicate with one another, document patient information, and provide quality
care. It also helps ensure consistency and clarity in medical records, prescriptions,
and other healthcare documents. These Latin terms are often used in medical
textbooks, research papers, and discussion among healthcare professionals to
provide precise and standardized terminology across different languages and

countries.
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Medical terminology consist mainly these parts:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Root terminology elements
Final terminological elements
Prefixes

Combinig words

For example. Endometritis - endo-metr-itis.

layer

Once divided it into its essential parts, endometritis can be translated.

1.
2.
3.

The prefix Endo — translate to inside

The root Metr — translate to uterus

The suffix Itis- translate to inflammation

So according to above translation endometritis means inflammation of inner

of uterus. Endometrium is inner layer of uterus, so endometritis meaning

inflammation of endometrium layer.

Here are some examples of clinical terminology:

ROOTS
GREEK AND |ENGLISH MEANING EXAMPLES OF
LATIN WORD MEDICAL
ROOTS ELEMENTS TERM
Cyst- Cyst- Urinary bladder, sac | cystectomia
of fluid
Kerat- Kerat- cornea keratotomia
Enter- Enter- Small intestine gastroenterologia
Gastr- Gastr- stomach gastrotomia
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Hyster- , metr- | Hyster- uterus hysterotomia

Rhin- Rhin- nose rhinopathia

Stomat- Stomat- mouth Stomatitis

SUFFIXES

GREEK  AND | ENGLISH MEANING EXAMPLE OF

LATIN WORD MEDICAL

SUFFIXES ELEMENTS TERMS

-itis -itis inflammation stomatitis

-oma -oma Tumor, swelling | keratoma

-pexia -pexy fixation gastropexia

-rrhagia -rrhagia bleeding metrorrhagia

-trophia -trophia Nourishment, dystrophia
development

-megalia -megalia enlargement nephromegalia

-thermia -thermia heat hyperthermia

PREFIXES

GREEK  AND | ENGLISH MEANING EXAMPLE OF

LATIN WORD MEDICAL

PREFIXES ELEMENTS TERMS

ULER R RN

““..'...l
ERRN
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Dys- Dys- Malfunctioning, dyspnea
difficulty
Hyper- Hyper- Above , excessive | hypertension
Hypo- Hypo- Below, deficient | hypocalcemia
Pan- Pan- All, total panarthritis
Mono- Mono- Single, one monocytes

Here are some examples of medical terminology and their meanings:
e Gastroenterologia :- study of stomach and small intestine.
o Glossoplasty - plastic surgery of mouth

e Haemotherapia :- treatment by using blood

e Hepatolithus - stone in liver

e Homogenus :- same origin

e Keratoma .- tumor of eye cornea

e Leucocytosis .- increase in number of white blood cells
e Lipopenia .- decrease in number of lipid

e Macrocheilia .- enlargement of lips

e Mammographia :- graphical representation of X-ray of breast

e Microsplenia  :- small spleen
e Myelosis .- any disease of spinal cord
e Nephropexia - fixation of kidney
e Neurectomia  :- removal of nerve
e Oncotomia - cutting of the tumor
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e Otalgia - pain in ear
e Pericarditis .- inflammation of tissues surrounding heart
e Polyuria .- excessive discharge of urine
Conclusion

In conclusion, using Latin medical terminology can enhance communication,
improve patient care, and facilitate collaboration within the healthcare industry. By
learning and mastering these Latin terms, healthcare professionals can effectively
convey complex medical concepts and information in a concise manner. Latin terms
are widely used in medical literature, education, and clinical practice to ensure clear
communication between healthcare professionals like between doctors, or between
doctor and other healthcare professionals.
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