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ABSTRACT
Listening skills are crucial for language proficiency, yet they often present challenges
for learners. Traditional learning tools sometimes fail to fully engage students or reflect
real-world communication. Podcasts have been playing an important role in improving
listening abilities due to their authentic content, varied formats, and ease of access. This
paper is devoted to considering the benefits of integrating podcasts into language education
and their impact on developing listening skills.
Keywords: listening skills, authentic language input, language acquisition, proficiency
levels of students.

Listening comprehension is a key element of language acquisition, essential for both
academic and everyday communication. Historically, language learners have relied on
carefully curated listening exercises, which, while useful, often lack the complexity and
unpredictability of authentic spoken language. Podcasts, with their increasing popularity,
offer an alternative by presenting listeners with real, unscripted dialogue in various
contexts. Podcasts serve as an effective means of exposure to real-world language use.
Unlike scripted dialogues or staged conversations, podcasts often feature natural,
spontaneous speech. This allows learners to hear how language is used in practice,
including colloquial expressions, filler words, and speech variations such as pauses or
hesitations. Exposure to such elements enables learners to understand language as it is
spoken in everyday life.

Another significant benefit is the breadth of topics covered by podcasts. With genres
ranging from news and entertainment to education and culture, learners can select podcasts
that not only interest them but also match their proficiency levels. This autonomy in
choosing content fosters motivation and engagement, which are critical factors for
consistent practice in language learning. Moreover, podcasts encourage learners to utilize
a range of listening strategies. For instance, learners may predict content based on the
context or use key phrases and repeated expressions to understand overall meanings. Since
podcasts are typically available for free and can be paused or replayed, learners can take
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the time to analyze complex parts of the dialogue, strengthening their listening techniques.
Frequent exposure to spoken language through podcasts has proven effective in enhancing
listening skills. This medium allows learners to repeatedly listen to language structures and
vocabulary in varying contexts, reinforcing comprehension and retention. For instance, a
language learner who regularly listens to a podcast on a specific subject can begin to predict
the use of certain words or phrases, deepening their understanding and fluency. Many
podcasts also offer accompanying transcripts, which can be a useful tool for learners who
need extra support in understanding unfamiliar terms. By reading along while listening,
learners can bridge gaps in comprehension, improving their ability to follow fast-paced
conversations or more complex discussions.

Despite their advantages, podcasts are not without challenges for language learners,
particularly beginners. The natural pace of native speakers can make it difficult for those
with lower proficiency to follow, especially when regional accents, idiomatic expressions,
or cultural references are involved. To address this, it is recommended that teachers should
guide learners toward podcasts that are appropriate for their language level, gradually
introducing more advanced content as learners progress. Additionally, the length of podcast
episodes may pose a challenge for sustained concentration. For novice learners, extended
listening periods can be overwhelming, which can lead to frustration or disengagement. To
mitigate this, starting with shorter podcasts or segmenting longer episodes can help learners
build their listening stamina.

In conclusion, podcasts provide a rich and varied resource for enhancing listening
skills, offering authentic language input that can be suited to individual learning needs.
Through consistent exposure and practice, learners can significantly improve their
comprehension of spoken language while developing essential listening strategies. While
challenges exist, such as the fast pace of speech or the complexity of unscripted dialogue,
the flexibility and accessibility of podcasts make them an invaluable tool in modern
language education. With careful selection and guided implementation, podcasts can play
a central role in helping learners become more proficient listeners in target language.
REFERENCES:
https://is.muni.cz/th/s3neb/Diploma_thesis_-_Sona_Sicova.pdf
https://jurnal.polibatam.ac.id/index.php/DECA/article/download/2867/1427/
https://ojs.unm.ac.id/performance/article/download/51438/23111
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332104272_A_systematic_literature revi
ew_of the evolution_of pedagogy in_entrepreneurial_education_research
5. https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0d0.10829547

HwnheE

=
=



https://is.muni.cz/th/s3neb/Diploma_thesis_-_Sona_Sicova.pdf
https://jurnal.polibatam.ac.id/index.php/DECA/article/download/2867/1427/
https://ojs.unm.ac.id/performance/article/download/51438/23111
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332104272_A_systematic_literature_review_of_the_evolution_of_pedagogy_in_entrepreneurial_education_research
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332104272_A_systematic_literature_review_of_the_evolution_of_pedagogy_in_entrepreneurial_education_research
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10829547

"CONFERENCE ON UNIVERSAL SCIENCE RESEARCH 2023"

VOLUME-2, ISSUE-10

6. https://scholar.google.com/citations?view op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vv!6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:U-x608ySGOsC

7. https://scholar.google.com/citations?view op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:UeHWpP8XOCEIC

8. https://scholar.google.com/citations?view op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:20sOgNQ5qMEC

9. https://scholar.google.com/citations?view _op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:d1gk\VVwhDpl0OC

10.https://scholar.google.com/citations?view op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvi6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:qjMakFHDy7sC

11.https://scholar.google.com/citations?view op=view _citation&hl=ru&user=vvI6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:IJCSPb-OGe4C

12.https://scholar.google.com/citations?view op=view _citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8
AAAAJ&citation for view=vvI6ro8AAAAJ:zZYLM7Y9cAGgC

T

Ao aaalttlii

=



https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:u-x6o8ySG0sC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:u-x6o8ySG0sC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:UeHWp8X0CEIC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:UeHWp8X0CEIC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:2osOgNQ5qMEC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:2osOgNQ5qMEC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:d1gkVwhDpl0C
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:d1gkVwhDpl0C
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:qjMakFHDy7sC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:qjMakFHDy7sC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:IjCSPb-OGe4C
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:IjCSPb-OGe4C
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:zYLM7Y9cAGgC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=ru&user=vvl6ro8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=vvl6ro8AAAAJ:zYLM7Y9cAGgC

