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The word is the fundamental unit of language, it has form and content.
Linguists define the word as the smallest free form found in language. Words have an
internal structure consisting of smaller units. The most important component of word
structure is the morpheme (Greek morphe “form” +-eme “the smallest distinctive
unit”) — the smallest unit of language that carries information about meaning or
function. For instance, the word builder consists of two morphemes (build — with the
meaning of “construct”) and -er (indicates that the entire word functions as a noun
with the meaning “one who builds™); the word houses is made up of two morphemes
(the morpheme house — with the meaning of “dwelling” and the morpheme —s — with
the meaning “more than one”). Some words consist of a single morpheme (e.g. the
word train cannot be divided into smaller parts. Such words are called simple words
and words which contain two or more morphemes are complex words. For example,
one: and, boy, hunt, act; two: boy-s, hunt-er, act-ive; three: hunt-er-s, act-iv-ate; more
than three: re-act-iv-ate.A morpheme is a meaning and a stretch of sound joined
together. Morphemes are always used as parts of words.Thus, morpheme is a
minimum sign of a given meaning with a given form (sound and graphic).One should
distinguish between suffixes and inflexions in English. Suffixes can form a new part
of speech, e.g. beauty — beautiful. Inflexions are morphemes used to change grammar
forms of the word, e.g. work — works worked — working.Word-formationWord
formation or word-building is a branch of science of the language which studies the
patterns on which language forms new lexical items (expressions, words). It is a
process of forming words by combining a root and affixal morphemes.There are the
following ways of word-formation in English: affixation, conversion, compounding,
clipping, back-formation, blending, sound imitation, sound-interchange, stress-
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interchange.Depending on the morphemes used in the word there are four structural
types of words in English:1) simple (root) words consist of one root morpheme
(warm, law, tables, tenth);2) derived words consist of one root morpheme, one or
several affixes and an inflexion (lawful, unmanageable);3) compound words consist
of two or more root morphemes and an inflexion (boyfriend, outlaw);4) compound-
derived words consist of two or more root morphemes, one or more affixes and an
inflexion (left-handed, warm-hearted, blue-eyed).
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