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Annotation

This academic article investigates the multifaceted effects of globalization on
language acquisition and educational practices. It provides a critical analysis of the
historical dissemination of dominant world languages — primarily English and French
—through colonization, and the subsequent marginalization of indigenous and minority
languages. The study further explores how contemporary globalization continues to
influence language hierarchies, while also assessing the resilience of local languages
in less-globalized regions. Additionally, the paper examines the evolving nature of
language education, highlighting the growing role of digital tools and remote learning
platforms. Emphasis is placed on the imperative for educational institutions to adapt
by fostering not only linguistic proficiency but also intercultural competence, ethical
communication, and global responsibility. Ultimately, the article argues for a balanced
approach that embraces the communicative advantages of global languages while
actively preserving linguistic and cultural diversity.
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AHHOTALUA

I[aHHaSI Hay4dHas CTaThs paccMaTpuBacT MHOTOACIICKTHOC BIINAHHUC
riodanu3anuu Ha TPOLECC HM3YYEeHHs S3BIKOB MU 00pa3oBaTEIbHYIO MPAKTHKY.
IIpencrasien KPUTUYECKUU aHaau3 HCTOPUYECKOTO pacrnpocTpaHeHUs
JOMHUHUDPYIOIINX MHPOBBIX S3BIKOB — B TIICPBYKO OUYCPCAb aHTJINHCKOTO W
(GpaHIly3cCKOTO — B pPE3yJbTaTe KOJOHM3AIMU W TOCIEIYIONEH MapruHaIn3aluu
KOPCHHBIX HW MAaJIOYHUCJIICHHBIX A3BIKOB. B cratee Takxke HCCIICAYCTCA, KakK
COBpPCMCHHAA FJ'IO6aJ'II/IBaI_II/I$I MpOoJA0JIZKACT BJIUATH HAa A3BIKOBYIO HCPAPXHUIO, a4 TAKIKC
OILICHUBACTCS YCTOP'IIII/IBOCTB MCCTHBIX S3BIKOB B MCHCEC FJ'IO6aJH/IBI/IpOBaHHBIX
perroHax. Oco0oe BHUMaHHE YJIEISETCS H3MEHSIOIIEMYCSl XapaKTepy S3BIKOBOTO
00pa3oBaHus, BKJIIOYas PACTYIIYIO POJb IU(POBLIX TEXHOJIOTUNA U JUCTAHIIUOHHOTO

oOyuenus. [lomuepkuBaeTcss HEOOXOAMMOCTH adanTanyi  00pa30BATEIbHBIX
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y‘lp@)KZICHI/Iﬁ C NIOCJIbKO PpPa3BUTHA HC TOJIBKO SI3BIKOBOM KOMIICTCHIIMN, HO H
MEXKYJBTYPHOH  OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTH, OSTUYECKOTO OOIICHUS U  TJI00aIbHOM
OTBCTCTBCHHOCTHU. B 3aKJIIFOYCHUEC BBIABUTACTCSA APryMCHT B I1OJIb3Y
C6aJIaHCI/IpOBaHHOFO moaxoaa, CO4YCTAaromero nmpeuMyncCTrBa rJ100aJIbHBIX SI3BIKOB C
AKTUBHBIM COXPAaHEHUEM SI3LIKOBOTO M KYJIBTYPHOTO pa3HOOOpa3usl.

Kuaruesble cioBa: [nobanmszanusi, SA3bsikoBoe oOpa3zoBaHue, MupoBbie
A3bIKM, MecTHble s3bIKH, SI3bIKOBOE pa3zHooOpasue, CoxpaHEHUE KyJIbTYpHI,
Hudporoe oOyueHue, MexKyIbTypHass KOMMYHUKAITUS

Introduction

In today’s interconnected world, globalization has become a powerful force
shaping not only economies and politics, but also education and language. As people,
cultures, and ideas move across borders more freely than ever, the way we learn, teach,
and use languages is undergoing a significant transformation.

The Rise of Global Languages

Historically, colonization played a key role in spreading dominant languages
such as English and French across the globe. Colonizers imposed their languages on
local populations, which soon became essential for trade, diplomacy, and education.
This linguistic dominance has continued into the modern era, making these languages
the primary medium for international communication. While this trend has facilitated
global interaction, it has also led to the decline and, in some cases, the extinction of
smaller, regional languages. Beyond historical factors, language dominance today also
reflects global power dynamics. English, for example, is not merely a neutral tool for
communication — it carries with it the values, culture, and influence of the Western
world. Scholars such as Phillipson (1992) have described this phenomenon as
"linguistic imperialism"’, where the global promotion of English risks marginalizing
local identities and enforcing cultural hegemony.

The Survival of Local Languages

Despite the dominance of global languages, some countries — particularly those
less involved in the global economy — have managed to preserve their native tongues.
In parts of Africa and Asia, local languages remain widely spoken and are considered
vital cultural assets. Even in globalized cities like Singapore and Hong Kong,
traditional languages continue to be taught and spoken, highlighting the importance of
linguistic heritage in maintaining cultural identity. Furthermore, localized variations of
global languages have emerged, reshaping the linguistic landscape. For instance,
varieties like Singlish, Indian English, and Nigerian English illustrate how global
languages adapt to local contexts. This phenomenon, often referred to as ""World
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Englishes™, challenges the idea of a single standard English and instead supports a
pluralistic view of language use.

Language Loss and the Debate Over Preservation

As global languages grow more influential, many linguists and educators are
concerned about the loss of ancestral dialects. Languages are not only tools for
communication but also carriers of history, values, and identity. The loss of a language
often means the loss of a unique worldview. Yet, language evolves with culture, and
modern forms of communication — including emojis and internet slang — are shaping
how we interact beyond traditional linguistic boundaries. Efforts to preserve
endangered languages often emphasize education, policy support, and community-
based revitalization. There is a growing movement that views linguistic diversity as a
component of human rights, advocating for the protection of minority languages in the
face of globalization.

New Directions in Language Education

Globalization has also transformed how people learn languages. Traditional
classroom instruction is now complemented — and sometimes replaced — by digital
tools like mobile apps, online platforms, and virtual courses. These innovations offer
learners flexibility and access to global language education like never before.
Importantly, this digital shift has democratized language learning, making it more
accessible to people regardless of geographic or economic background. With the
internet, individuals from rural or underserved areas can now access high-quality
language instruction, participate in global discussions, and connect with diverse
cultures — thus reducing inequality in educational opportunities.However, schools still
play a crucial role in guiding learners, ensuring depth, context, and ethical
understanding that digital tools alone cannot provide.

The Role of Education in a Global Society

As the world becomes more connected, education systems must adapt to reflect
not just linguistic trends but also global values. Language learning should go beyond
grammar and vocabulary — it should teach students about cultural respect, empathy,
and global citizenship. Fewer languages may dominate global communication, but
schools have a responsibility to preserve diversity and promote meaningful cross-
cultural understanding. Language is increasingly viewed not only as a skill but as a
gateway to intercultural dialogue. Thus, education should aim to cultivate
intercultural competence, ethical communication, and a sense of global
responsibility among learners.

Conclusion
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Globalization has reshaped the way we think about language — from which
languages we speak to how we learn them. While this brings many benefits, it also
presents challenges, particularly in preserving linguistic diversity. By embracing
innovation in language education while staying rooted in cultural values, schools and
educators can help build a more respectful, inclusive, and connected global community.
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