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Annotation: This article delves into the functional features of colloquial
phraseological units (CPUs) in English, exploring how these expressions enrich
everyday communication. It examines their role in conveying emotion, humor, and
social identity, showcasing their dynamic nature within specific contexts. By analyzing
the semantic, pragmatic, and sociolinguistic functions of CPUs, this study reveals their
significance as essential components of spontaneous, authentic speech, and their
contribution to the vibrant tapestry of English language.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola so’zlashuv nutqining funksional xususiyatlarini
o’rganadi. Ingliz tilidagi frazeologik birliklar, bu iboralar kundalik mulogotni ganday
boyitishini o’rganish. Bu ularning his —tuyg’ularini,hazillarini va ijtimoiy o’ziga
xosligini  yetkazishdagi rolini o’rganadi,ularning dinamik tabiatini muayyan
kontekstlarda namoyish etadi. Ushbu tadqiqot protsessorlarining semantik,pragmatik
va sotsiolingvistik funksiyalarini tahlil qilib, ularning 0’z —o0’zidan , haqiqiy nutgning
muhim tarkibiy gismlari sifatidagi ahamiyatini va ingliz tilining jonli ko’rinishiga
qo’shgan hissasini ko’rsatib beradi.
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Introduction

Language is a dynamic entity, constantly evolving to reflect the nuances of
human experience and social interaction. While individual words provide the building
blocks of communication, it is through the combination of words into larger structures
that language truly flourishes. Language development in the teaching of Uzbek as a
foreign language requires the study of phraseological units used in English and Uzbek
speech. If we associate such diversity with our language ,phraseological
units,phrases,expressions and proverbs will increase the meaningfulness and impact of
our language . Some aspects are permanent while there are constant tasks,some are
specific only to certain Phraseological units. Language is more than just a tool for
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conveying information. It is a dynamic system that reflects cultural nuances, social
interactions, and individual identities. Colloquial phraseological units (CPUs), often
referred to as idioms, proverbs, and slang expressions, play a crucial role in enriching
everyday communication. This article explores the diverse functional features of CPUs
in English, examining how they enhance meaning, shape social interaction, and
contribute to the unique character of the language.

Semantic Functions of Colloquial Phraseological Units

Conciseness and Expressiveness: CPUs offer a concise and expressive way to
convey complex ideas or emotions. They condense multiple concepts into a single unit,
making communication efficient and impactful.

Example: “To kick the bucket” conveys the act of dying in a concise and
expressive way, compared to the literal description of “ceasing to live.”

Figurative Language: CPUs often employ figurative language, drawing on
metaphors, similes, and personification to create vivid imagery and enhance
understanding.

Example: “To spill the beans” uses a metaphor to represent revealing a secret,
creating a memorable and impactful image.

Idioms as Lexical Units: Many CPUs function as lexical units, serving as single
units of meaning within a sentence. They often carry a distinct connotation or
emotional weight beyond their individual words.

Example: “To be in hot water” conveys a sense of trouble or difficulty,
functioning as a single lexical unit with a specific meaning.

Pragmatic Functions of Colloquial Phraseological Units

Social Interaction and Bonding: CPUs play a vital role in social interaction,
fostering a sense of community and shared understanding. They can be used to
establish rapport, express humor, and signal belonging to a particular social group.

Example: Using the expression “to pull someone’s leg” signifies a shared
understanding of playful deception and contributes to a lighthearted social interaction.

Emotional Expression: CPUs can convey a wide range of emotions, adding
nuance and depth to communication. They can express excitement, frustration,
sarcasm, or even affection, depending on the context.

12

Synapses: Insights Across the Disciplines



SYNAPSES: Insights

Across the Disciplines

Volume 1, Issue 2

Example: “To be over the moon” conveys a sense of extreme joy and happiness,
while “to be down in the dumps” expresses sadness or disappointment.

Emphasis and Impact: CPUs can be used to add emphasis or impact to a
statement, drawing attention to a particular idea or emotion.

Example: “To hit the roof” emphasizes a strong emotional reaction of anger or
frustration.

Sociolinguistic Functions of Colloquial Phraseological Units

Social Identity and Group Affiliation: CPUs can reflect social identity and group
affiliation, highlighting a person’s background, age, or social class.

Example: The use of slang expressions like “to chill out” or “to hang out” can
signal a younger, more casual social identity.

Regional Variations: CPUs can exhibit regional variations, reflecting differences
in dialect and local culture.

Example: “To fix a flat tire” might be expressed as “to change a tire” in some
regions.

Evolution and Change: CPUs are constantly evolving, adapting to new cultural
trends and social contexts. New expressions emerge, while older ones may become
outdated or acquire new meanings.

Example: The expression “to be a couch potato” emerged with the rise of
television viewing, reflecting changes in leisure activities.

Conclusion: Colloquial phraseological units are essential components of
everyday English, enriching communication with their semantic, pragmatic, and
sociolinguistic functions. They allow for concise and expressive language, foster social
interaction, and contribute to a nuanced understanding of social identities and cultural
contexts. By analyzing the functional features of CPUs, we gain a deeper appreciation
for the dynamism and complexity of language, and how it reflects the evolving nature
of human interaction and culture. Further research can delve into specific types of
CPUs,their historical evolution, and impact on various aspects of English language and
culture.
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