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Annotation 

 This article examines the global use of the English language, tracing its historical 

expansion through British colonialism and later U.S. influence. It describes the 

distribution of English across the world using Kachru’s Three Circles model and 

highlights its role as an international lingua franca in science, business, diplomacy, and 

technology. The article also discusses the impact of digital communication on the 

spread of English and addresses debates about linguistic inequality and cultural 

influence. It concludes that while English offers significant benefits for global 

communication, its dominance raises challenges regarding linguistic diversity. 
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Аннотация 

 В статье рассматривается глобальное использование английского языка, 

начиная с его исторического распространения в период британского 

колониализма и последующего влияния США. Описывается распределение 

английского языка в мире с помощью модели «трёх кругов» Б. Качру и 

подчеркивается его роль как международного языка общения в науке, бизнесе, 
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дипломатии и технологиях. Также анализируется влияние цифровой 

коммуникации на распространение английского языка и обсуждаются вопросы 

языкового неравенства и культурного влияния. В заключение отмечается, что, 

несмотря на преимущества английского языка в глобальном общении, его 

доминирование вызывает проблемы, связанные с языковым разнообразием. 

 Ключевые слова: язык, технология, международный, разнообразие, 

лингва франка 

Annotatsiya 

 Maqolada ingliz tilining dunyodagi qo‘llanilishi ko‘rib chiqiladi, uning 

Britaniya mustamlakachiligi davridan boshlab, keyinchalik AQSh ta’siri ostida 

kengayishi yoritiladi. Kachru tomonidan taklif etilgan “uch doira” modeli asosida 

ingliz tilining global tarqalishi tushuntiriladi. Ingliz tilining ilm-fan, biznes, 

diplomatiya va texnologiya sohalarida xalqaro aloqa vositasi sifatidagi o‘rni 

ta’kidlanadi. Shuningdek, raqamli kommunikatsiyaning ingliz tilining ommalashuviga 

ta’siri va til tengsizligi hamda madaniy ta’sirga oid bahslar muhokama qilinadi. Xulosa 

sifatida, ingliz tili global muloqotda katta imkoniyatlar yaratishiga qaramay, uning 

ustunligi til xilma-xilligiga oid muammolarni yuzaga keltirishi qayd etiladi. 

 Kalit so'zlar: til, texnologiya, xalqaro, xilma-xillik, lingua franka 

  

 English has developed into the world’s most widely used lingua franca, 

functioning as a global medium for communication in diplomacy, business, science, 

education, and digital technology. Its historical spread, combined with contemporary 

globalization, has positioned English as a dominant international language across 

continents. 

 Historical Background 

 The expansion of English began with British colonialism from the 17th to the 

20th centuries, during which the language was introduced to regions in Africa, Asia, 

the Caribbean, and the Pacific. This process laid the foundation for English as the 

administrative and educational language in many territories (Crystal, 2003). After the 

de cline of the British Empire, the economic and cultural influence of the United 

States further reinforced English as a global language (Jenkins, 2009). 

 Global Distribution of English 
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 Today, English is used by an estimated 1.4 billion people worldwide, including 

native speakers, second-language speakers, and foreign-language learners 

(Ethnologue, 2022). Scholars often classify English users into three concentric circles: 

1. Inner Circle – Countries where English is the native language (e.g., United Kingdom, 

United States, Australia). 

2. Outer Circle – Countries where English holds official or institutional status and is 

widely used as a second language (e.g., India, Nigeria, Singapore). 

3. Expanding Circle – Countries where English is learned as a foreign language for 

international communication (e.g., China, Brazil, Russia). (Kachru, 1985) 

 This framework illustrates the diversity of English usage and its varying 

sociolinguistic roles around the world. 

 English as a Global Lingua Franca 

 In international business, air travel, scientific research, diplomacy, and the 

internet, English functions as a common medium across different linguistic groups. 

Over 90% of published academic articles in many scientific fields are written in 

English (Hyland, 2015). Additionally, major global organizations—such as the United 

Nations, NATO, and the European Union—use English as one of their working 

languages. 

 English in Technology and Digital Spaces 

 The rise of the internet and digital communication has strengthened English’s 

global role. A significant portion of online content, including websites, programming 

languages, and social media communication, relies heavily on English (Crystal, 2011). 

As a result, digital literacy often correlates with English language proficiency, creating 

advantages for English speakers in international communication and technology-

driven fields. 

 Contemporary Challenges and Debates 

 The global dominance of English has sparked discussions about linguistic 

inequality, cultural influence, and language loss. Some scholars argue that the rise of 

English can marginalize local languages and cultures (Phillipson, 1992). Others 

suggest that English is evolving into diverse global forms—such as “Globish,” 

“Singlish,” and “Indian English”—that reflect the identities of their speakers rather 

than reinforcing linguistic uniformity (Jenkins, 2009) 
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 The widespread use of English worldwide is the product of historical expansion, 

modern globalization, and technological development. While English provides a 

valuable tool for international communication, its global dominance also raises 

important questions about linguistic diversity and cultural preservation. Understanding 

these dynamics is essential for appreciating both the benefits and complexities of 

English in the contemporary world. 
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