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TYPES OF LEXICAL MEANINGS OF THE WORD LOGICAL
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Abstract: This article examines the main types of lexical meanings of words in
English. It focuses on denotational, connotational, emotive, stylistic, collocational,
associative, reflected, thematic, and idiomatic meanings. The study highlights how
these meanings function in communication and how context, usage, and culture
influence understanding. The article also emphasizes the importance of mastering
different types of lexical meanings for achieving fluency and communicative
competence.
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Annotatsiya: Mazkur magqolada ingliz tilidagi so ‘zlarning asosiy leksik
ma’nolari tahlil qilingan. U denotatsion, konnotatsion, emotsional, stilistik,
kollokatsion, assotsiativ, aks ettirilgan, tematik va idiomatik ma’nolarga e tibor
qaratadi. Tadgigot so zlarning kommunikatsiyada qanday ishlashini, shuningdek,
kontekst, ishlatilish va madaniyatning tushunishga ta sirini ko rsatadi. Maqgolada turli
leksik ma’nolarni o ‘zlashtirishning tilga erkinlik va kommunikativ kompetensiyani
oshirishdagi ahamiyati ta kidlangan.

Kalit so‘zlar: leksik ma’no, denotatsiya, konnotatsiya, semantika, kollokatsiya,
idiomalar, stilistika.

Annomauun: B oaunnoii cmamve paccmampusaromcsi OCHOBHble MUNbl
JleKCU4eCcKux — 3HaueHuti  anenutickux — cnog.  Ocoboe  GHUMAHUe — YOensemcs
O0EeHOMAMUBHbIM, KOHHOMAMUBHBIM, IMOYUOHATLHBIM, CMUTUCMUYECKUM,
KOMIOKAYUOHHBIM, — ACCOYUAMUBHBIM,  OMPANCEHHLIM,  MEMAmuyeckum U
uouomamudeckum 3uadeHusm. Hccneooeanue nokasvigaem, Kaxk 3mu 3HAYEHUS
QYHKYUOHUPYIOM 8 KOMMYHUKAYUU, a4 MAKdce KaK KOHMEKCM, UCNONb308aHue U
KYIbmypa 6IusAom Ha NOHUMauue. B cmamve noouepkusaemcs 6asxcHocms 0ceoeHus
PA3UYHBIX MUNO8 JIeKCUYeCKUX 3HadeHutl 01 O00CMudiceHuss 6Oe2nocmu pedu u
KOMMYHUKAMUBHOU KOMNEMeHYUU.
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Kniouegvie cnoea: nexcuueckoe 3HAa4YeHrue, denomauuﬂ, KOHHOmMAuuA:,
cemanmuka, KoJllloKayusl, uaMOMbl, cmuaucmuka.

Words are the basic units of language, and each word carries meaning. In
lexicology, the study of word meaning is known as semantics. One important aspect of
semantics is understanding the different types of lexical meanings that a word can have.
Lexical meaning refers to the meaning of a word as it appears in the dictionary and in
actual language use.! However, a single word can have different types of meanings
depending on context, usage, and association. This article discusses the main types of
lexical meanings of a word.

First, the most important type is denotational meaning. Denotational meaning,
also called referential or conceptual meaning, is the direct and literal meaning of a
word. It is the meaning that you can find in a dictionary. For example, the word “rose”
denotes a type of flower. This meaning is objective and does not include any emotional
or cultural associations.? Denotational meaning is essential for basic communication
because it ensures that speakers understand each other clearly.

Secondly, there is connotational meaning. Connotation refers to the additional
meanings or associations that a word carries beyond its literal meaning. These
associations can be emotional, cultural, or personal. For example, the word “rose” not
only refers to a flower but also may symbolize love, beauty, or romance. Connotational
meanings can vary from person to person and from culture to culture. Therefore, they
are more subjective than denotational meanings.

Another important type is emotive meaning. This type of meaning expresses the
speaker’s feelings or attitudes. Words can carry positive or negative emotions. For
example, the words “slim” and “skinny” have similar denotational meanings, but
“slim” has a positive connotation, while “skinny”” may have a negative one. Emotive
meaning is especially important in spoken language and literature, where feelings and
attitudes play a significant role.

The next type is stylistic meaning. Stylistic meaning refers to the social or
situational context in which a word is used. Some words are formal, while others are
informal or colloquial. For example, “father” is more formal, while “dad” is informal.
Similarly, slang words are used in casual communication, while technical terms are

! Arnold I. V. The English Word. — Moscow: Higher School, 1986. — 295 p.
2 Lyons J. Semantics. — Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977. — 897 p.
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used in professional or academic contexts. Understanding stylistic meaning helps
learners choose appropriate words for different situations.?

Another type is collocational meaning, which refers to the tendency of words to
occur together with other words. Some words are commonly used in specific
combinations. For example, we say “make a decision” but not “do a decision.” These
natural combinations are called collocations. Collocational meaning is important for
achieving fluency and sounding natural in a language.

In addition, there is associative meaning, which includes all the meanings
connected to a word through personal or cultural associations. This type overlaps with
connotational meaning but is broader.* For example, the word “home” may be
associated with comfort, family, and safety. These associations may differ depending
on a person’s experience.

Another type is reflected meaning, which occurs when one meaning of a word
influences another meaning. This often happens with words that have multiple
meanings. For example, the word “cock” can mean a bird, but it also has other
meanings, which may affect how the word is understood in certain contexts. Reflected
meaning can sometimes lead to ambiguity or humor.

Furthermore, thematic meaning refers to how information is organized in a
sentence and how emphasis is given. Although it is more related to sentence structure,
it can also affect how a word’s meaning is interpreted. For example: John broke the
window

The window was broken by John

Both sentences have the same basic meaning, but the focus is different.

Finally, idiomatic meaning should also be mentioned. In idioms, the meaning of
the whole expression is different from the meanings of individual words. For example,
“kick the bucket” means “to die,” not literally kicking a bucket. Understanding
idiomatic meaning is essential for advanced language proficiency.

In conclusion, lexical meaning is not a simple concept but a complex system that
includes different types such as denotational, connotational, emotive, stylistic,
collocational, associative, reflected, thematic, and idiomatic meanings. Each type plays
an important role in communication and language understanding. For language
learners, mastering these different meanings is essential for achieving fluency and
using words accurately and appropriately in various contexts.

8 Ullmann S. Semantics: An Introduction to the Science of Meaning. — Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1972. —
278 p
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