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STYLISTIC USE OF SET EXPRESSIONS
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Abstract: Set expressions play a significant role in stylistics as fixed or semi-
fixed combinations of words that carry specific meanings and stylistic functions. These
expressions include idioms, proverbs, clichés, collocations, and phraseological units.
Their use enhances the expressiveness, emotional coloring, and cultural depth of a text.
In stylistics, set expressions are analyzed in terms of their semantic, structural, and
functional characteristics. They contribute to the creation of imagery, tone, and
authorial voice, making communication more vivid and effective. Moreover, the study
of set expressions is closely related to lexicology, phraseology, discourse analysis, and
cultural linguistics, emphasizing their interdisciplinary nature.
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Annotatsiya: Turg ‘un birikmalar stilistika fanida muhim o rin tutadi, chunki
ular ma’lum bir ma’noga ega bo‘lgan bargaror yoki yarim bargaror so‘z
birikmalaridir. Ularga idiomalar, maqgollar, kliselar, kollokatsiyalar va frazeologik
birliklar kiradi. Bunday birliklar matnning ifodaliligini oshiradi, emotsional rang
beradi va madaniy mazmunni boyitadi. Stilistik nugtai nazardan, turg ‘un birikmalar
semantik, strukturaviy va funksional jihatdan tahlil qilinadi. Ular tasviriylikni
kuchaytiradi, matn ohangini belgilaydi va muallif uslubini shakllantiradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: turg ‘un birikmalar, idiomalar, frazeologik birliklar, stilistika,
kollokatsiyalar, kliselar, maqgollar

Annomauun: Ycmotiuugule 8blpadceHus usparom 8aiCHy poib 6 CIMUIUCMUKE,
npeocmasisisn coobou uxcuposanHvie Ui YacmuiHo QUKCUPOBAHHbIE COYEMAHUSL C08
C ONpeoenéHHbiM 3HaueHuem u cmuaucmudeckou @ynxyueti. K Hum ommuocames
uouoMbl, NOCLOBUYLL, KIUUle, KOLIOKayuu u @paseonocuveckue eounuywvl. Hx
UCNONb308aHUE  YCUNUBAEM  BbIPA3UMENIbHOCMb — MeKCmd, — Npuoaém  emy
IMOYUOHAILHYIO OKPACKY U KVIbMYPHYIO 21yOuny. B cmunucmuke maxue vipasicenus
AHATIUBUPYIOMCSL C CEMAHMUYECKOT, CIMPYKMYPHOU U YHKYUOHATbHOU MOYeK 3PeHUsL.

Kntouesvle cnoea: ycmotiyugvle Gvipasxicenus, uouoMvl, @pazeonrocusmol,
CMUTUCMUKA, KOJIOKAYUU, Kauue, NOCI08UlYb]
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In modern linguistics and stylistics, set expressions are considered an essential
component of language. They reflect the richness and cultural specificity of a language
and play a crucial role in communication. Unlike free word combinations, set
expressions are characterized by stability in form and meaning.

The stylistic use of set expressions allows speakers and writers to convey
complex ideas in a concise and vivid way. These expressions often carry figurative
meanings, which makes them particularly valuable in both literary and everyday
language.’

Set expressions can be classified into several types depending on their structure
and function. One of the most common types is idioms, which have meanings that
cannot be understood from the literal meanings of their components.? For example,
expressions like “kick the bucket” or “break the ice” convey figurative meanings.

Another important type is proverbs, which express general truths or moral
lessons. They are widely used in both spoken and written discourse to add authority
and cultural flavor.

Collocations represent habitual combinations of words, such as “make a
decision” or “strong tea.” Although they are less fixed than idioms, they still play an
important stylistic role.

Clichés are overused expressions that may lose their originality but can still
serve specific communicative purposes, especially in informal contexts. Phraseological
units, as a broader category, include all types of fixed expressions and are widely
studied in stylistics.

Set expressions perform a variety of stylistic functions in texts. One of their
primary functions is to enhance expressiveness. By using figurative language, they
create vivid images and evoke emotions in the reader.

Another important function is the creation of tone and mood. For instance, the
use of idioms can make a text more informal and conversational, while proverbs can
give it a more formal or didactic tone.?

Set expressions also contribute to the economy of language. They allow
speakers to express complex ideas in a compact form. Furthermore, they help to
establish the author’s individual style and voice.

In addition, such expressions often carry cultural connotations. They reflect
traditions, beliefs, and values of a particular society, making them an important tool for
cultural representation.

! Galperin I.R. Stylistics. — Moscow: Higher School, 1981.
2 Kunin A.V. English-Russian Phraseological Dictionary. — Moscow: Russky Yazyk, 1984.
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From a stylistic perspective, analyzing set expressions involves examining their
meaning, structure, and function within a text. It is important to consider whether the
expression is used in its traditional form or creatively modified by the author.

Writers often play with set expressions to achieve stylistic effects. For example,
they may alter an idiom to create humor, irony, or emphasis. This process is known as
stylistic transformation.

Another aspect of analysis is context. The meaning and effect of a set
expression depend largely on the context in which it is used. Therefore, interpretation
requires a comprehensive understanding of both linguistic and extralinguistic factors.

The study of set expressions in stylistics is closely connected with several
linguistic disciplines. In lexicology, they are studied as part of vocabulary. Phraseology
focuses specifically on fixed expressions and their classification.

Discourse analysis examines how set expressions function in real
communication. Cultural linguistics explores their cultural significance and origins.
Additionally, translation studies deal with the challenges of rendering set expressions
from one language into another.

These connections highlight the interdisciplinary nature of the topic and its
importance in language studies.

In conclusion, set expressions are a vital element of stylistics that enrich
language and enhance communication. Their stylistic use allows for greater
expressiveness, emotional impact, and cultural depth. Understanding and analyzing
these expressions is essential for both language learners and researchers, as it provides
insight into the complexity and beauty of language.
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