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Abstract  

This paper examines modern approaches to teaching native and foreign languages 

within the framework of intercultural communication. It explores innovative pedagogical 

technologies, the communicative method, multimodal learning, and mechanisms for 

developing intercultural competence. The study also discusses the impact of digital tools, 

strategies for increasing learner engagement, and the relationship between language and 

culture. The findings provide theoretical and practical recommendations for improving 

the effectiveness of contemporary language education. 

Introduction 

The rapid transformation of global communication, mobility, and technological 

development has significantly influenced the methodology of teaching native and foreign 

languages. In contemporary education, the focus is shifting from traditional grammar-

centered instruction to communicative, learner-centered, and culture-integrated 

approaches. The increasing demand for multilingual professionals capable of interacting 

effectively in multicultural environments requires the development of intercultural 

competence alongside linguistic proficiency. 

This paper explores key theoretical foundations, emerging trends, and practical strategies 

in modern language pedagogy, emphasizing the integration of intercultural 

communication into the learning process. 

Theoretical Foundations of Modern Language Teaching 

Modern linguodidactics is grounded in several core theoretical principles: 

1. Communicative Competence Theory 

Developed by Hymes and later expanded by Canale and Swain, communicative 

competence encompasses grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse, and strategic 

competencies. Effective teaching must integrate all four components rather than focus 

solely on vocabulary and grammar. 
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2. Sociocultural Theory 

According to Vygotsky’s sociocultural perspective, learning occurs through social 

interaction. Language acquisition is more successful when learners actively participate in 

collaborative tasks and authentic communication. 

3. Intercultural Communication Theory 

Scholars such as Byram emphasize that language learning is inseparable from culture. 

Intercultural competence includes attitudes of openness, knowledge of cultural norms, 

and skills of interpreting and relating cultural phenomena. 

4. Multimodal and Multiliteracies Framework 

The New London Group introduces the concept of multimodality—integrating visual, 

audio, textual, and digital modes. This approach aligns with modern learners’ needs and 

enhances engagement. 

Modern Approaches and Methods 

1. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) 

CLT remains the dominant method worldwide. It prioritizes meaningful communication, 

real-life tasks, interaction, and fluency development. 

Key features: 

• Pair and group work 

• Role plays, simulations, problem-solving tasks 

• Authentic materials 

2. Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) 

TBLT emphasizes completing real-world tasks rather than memorizing forms. 

Examples: 

• Planning a trip 

• Conducting surveys 

• Solving practical problems 

3. Multimodal and Digital Approaches 
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Digital tools enhance language learning by providing interactive and personalized 

experiences. 

Examples include: 

• Digital storytelling 

• Online collaborative platforms 

• Virtual exchange programs 

4. Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) 

CLIL integrates subject content with language instruction (e.g., teaching history or 

science in a foreign language). This approach promotes deeper cognitive engagement. 

5. Intercultural Teaching Approaches 

Intercultural pedagogy promotes cultural awareness, empathy, and global citizenship. 

Typical activities: 

• Case studies on cultural differences 

• Comparative cultural analysis 

• Reflection journals 

Developing Intercultural Competence 

Intercultural competence is a core component of modern language teaching. It requires 

the integration of three dimensions: 

1. Knowledge 

Understanding cultural norms, values, and communication styles. 

2. Skills 

• Interpreting cultural behaviors 

• Mediating misunderstandings 

• Adapting communication strategies 

3. Attitudes 

• Curiosity 

• Tolerance 
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• Respect 

Classroom strategies: 

• Using multicultural texts and media 

• Encouraging learner reflection 

• International virtual exchanges (telecollaboration) 

The Role of Digital Technologies 

Digitalization has transformed language education by offering new opportunities for 

interaction, practice, and assessment. 

Digital tools include: 

• Learning Management Systems (LMS) 

• Mobile applications 

• Gamified learning platforms 

• AI-based language assistants 

Benefits: 

• Personalized learning 

• Immediate feedback 

• Increased motivation 

• Access to authentic input 

Challenges: 

• Digital literacy gaps 

• Technical limitations 

• Risk of overreliance on devices 

Challenges in Modern Language Teaching 

Despite the advancements, several challenges persist: 

• Balancing linguistic and intercultural goals 

• Limited teacher training in digital pedagogy 

• Insufficient authentic materials for certain languages 
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• Classroom time constraints 

• Maintaining learner motivation 

These challenges require continuous professional development, methodological 

innovation, and institutional support. 

Practical Recommendations 

Based on the analysis, the following recommendations are proposed: 

1. Integrate intercultural elements into every stage of instruction. 

2. Use multimodal resources to enhance comprehension and engagement. 

3. Encourage collaborative learning through group tasks. 

4. Incorporate digital tools strategically, not excessively. 

5. Provide training for teachers in modern methodologies. 

6. Create partnerships with international institutions for virtual exchanges. 

7. Assess not only language accuracy but also intercultural awareness. 

Conclusion 

Modern approaches to teaching native and foreign languages emphasize communication, 

cultural integration, and learner autonomy. Intercultural competence is no longer optional 

but essential for effective global communication. By combining communicative, digital, 

multimodal, and intercultural strategies, educators can create dynamic, inclusive, and 

impactful learning environments. 

The future of language education lies in adaptability, innovation, and a holistic 

understanding of language as both a linguistic and cultural phenomenon. 
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