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Abstract
This article explores innovative approaches to improving students'
speaking skills in English language classrooms. As speaking is a critical aspect
of language proficiency, there is an increasing need for teaching methods that go
beyond traditional lectures and focus on interactive, student-centered learning.
The article reviews a variety of methods, including the use of technology, task-
based learning, role-play, and peer collaboration, that can significantly improve
speaking abilities. Data from practical applications of these methods are
discussed, showing that incorporating these strategies leads to greater
engagement, confidence, and fluency in English-speaking skills.
Keywords. Speaking skills, innovative approaches, English language
learning, interactive methods, task-based learning, role-play, peer collaboration.
AHHOTAIUS
B oroii crathe paccMaTpuBaKOTCS MHHOBALMOHHBIE TOAXOIBI K
YIYyUIICHHUIO HABBIKOB T'OBOPCHHA CTYACHTOB Ha 3aHATHAX 110 aHFHHﬁCKOMy
A3BIKY. HOCKOJ’IBK}/ TOBOPCHHUC ABJLICTCA KPUTHYCCKH BaXHBIM ACIICKTOM
BJIaACHUS A3BIKOM, PACTCT HOTpe6HOCT b B MCTOAaX O6yLIeHI/I$I, KOTOPBIC BBIXOOAT
3a paMKU TPAJAUIMOHHBIX JIEKIUH W (OKYCHUPYIOTCS HA HWHTEPAKTUBHOM,
OPUEHTHPOBAaHHOM Ha CTyJeHTa oOyudeHuu. B crathe paccMarpuBaroTCs
PAa3JINYHBIC METO/bI, BKJIIFOYasa UCITIOJIb30BAHHC TGXHOHOFHﬁ, 06yquI/Ie Ha OCHOBC
3aJlay, POJIEBbIE UIPbl U COBMECTHYIO pabOTy C KOJIEraMHu, KOTOPbIE MOTYT
3HAUYUTCIIBHO YIYUIIUTb HABBIKU rOBOPCHUAL. O6CY)K,213,IOTC$I JAHHBIC
IMPAKTHUYCCKOI'O IIPUMCHCHUA 3THX MCTOAOB, IMOKA3bIBAKOIIKUC, YTO BKIIIOYCHHUC
ATUX CTPATETUH MPUBOIUT K OOJIBITICH BOBICYCHHOCTH, YBEPEHHOCTH U OETI0CTH
B HAaBBIKAaX 'OBOPCHUS HA AHTJINHCKOM SI3BIKE.
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KiawueBble ciaoBa. Hapwiku IrOBOPCHHU:A, HWHHOBAIIMOHHBIC IIOAXOIBbI,
HN3YyYCHUC AQHTJIMCKOTO A3bIKA, HHTCPAKTUBHBIC MCTO/bI, O6y‘1€HI/I€ Ha OCHOBC
3aa4d, pOJICBBIC UI'PbI, COBMCCTHAA pa60Ta CO CBCPpCTHUKAMU.

INTRODUCTION

Effective communication in English is a key goal for language learners,
and speaking skills are a major focus of this process. However, traditional language
instruction often emphasizes grammar and written tasks at the expense of speaking
practice. In today’s globalized world, there is a growing recognition of the need for
language learners to become confident and fluent speakers. To achieve this, innovative
approaches that actively involve students in communication-focused tasks have gained
popularity. These methods not only engage students but also offer opportunities for
real-world language use, helping learners to internalize and apply the language
effectively.

LITERATURE ANALYSIS AND METHODOLOGY

Several scholars have highlighted the importance of innovative methods in
enhancing speaking skills. Richards (2008) argues that communicative
competence should be the primary goal of language teaching, and this can only
be achieved through active student participation in speaking tasks. Thornbury
(2005) emphasizes the need for classroom interaction and meaningful
communication to develop fluency. Moreover, Harmer (2015) discusses the
benefits of task-based learning (TBL), where language is used to achieve specific
objectives, allowing learners to focus on real-life communication.

Technology also plays a significant role in modern language classrooms.
Research by Kern (2000) shows that integrating digital tools such as language
learning apps, video recordings, and virtual reality simulations can improve
students’ speaking performance by providing more practice opportunities and
immediate feedback. Goh and Burns (2012) highlight the role of peer
collaboration and social interaction in enhancing speaking skills, particularly
when students engage in group discussions, debates, and role-play exercises.

This study examined the effectiveness of various innovative teaching
methods in enhancing speaking skills among intermediate-level English language
learners. A group of 40 students was divided into two equal groups: the
experimental group and the control group. The experimental group received
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instruction using innovative methods such as role-play, task-based learning, and
technology-assisted activities (e.g., using language apps for speaking practice).
The control group received traditional lecture-based instruction with minimal
interactive activities.

The experiment lasted for eight weeks, and both groups were assessed on
their speaking abilities before and after the intervention. Students’ fluency,
pronunciation, confidence, and overall communication skills were evaluated
through speaking tests, teacher observations, and peer feedback sessions.

RESULTS

The results of the study showed a significant improvement in the speaking
abilities of students in the experimental group compared to those in the control
group. The experimental group demonstrated greater fluency, more accurate
pronunciation, and higher levels of confidence in oral communication.
Specifically, role-play exercises allowed students to practice real-world
conversations, increasing their ability to respond spontaneously and
appropriately in various contexts.

The use of technology, including language learning apps and video
recordings, provided students with additional speaking practice outside of the
classroom. These tools also allowed for self-assessment and immediate feedback,
leading to improved accuracy and faster language acquisition. Task-based
learning activities, which involved solving problems and performing tasks in
English, helped students focus on meaning rather than form, further enhancing
their communicative abilities.

Here’s a table summarizing the innovative approaches to enhancing
speaking skills in English language classrooms:

Approach Desr(]:riptio Benefits Chz;llenge
Builds
Students act confidence, Requires
out real-life improves planning and
Role-Play scenarios  or spontaneous may cause
fictional speaking, anxiety in shy
situations. makes learning students.
fun.
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Descriptio i Challenge
Approach 0 P Benefits A J
Learners
complete tasks e
Encourages Difficult to
Task- such as . .
meaningful design  tasks
Based problem- . .
: : communication for  varying
Learning solving or .
. , focuses on proficiency
(TBL) planning
. . language use. levels.
activities  in
English.
Use of
. : Technolog
apps,  video Provides
. : y access may
recordings, or more practice .
Technolog i . be limited,
: virtual opportunities, :
y Integration . . potential  for
simulations for allows self- .
. technical
speaking assessment. .
. issues.
practice.
Students
work in pairs Fosters Unequal
Peer or small communication participation,
. roups for ,  encourages ossible
Collaboration g_ p_ J P
discussions, peer feedback, language use
debates, or and teamwork. imbalance.
presentations.
. Ma
Students Maximizes . y
: : require
study material in-class .
. significant
: at home and speaking .
Flipped . . . preparation
practice practice time,
Classroom . and
speaking promotes o
. . motivation
during class independent :
o : outside of
activities, learning.

class.
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This table presents a clear overview of different methods, their benefits,
and challenges for enhancing speaking skills in English language teaching.

A table is a structured way to organize information into rows and columns,
making it easier to compare, analyze, and display data systematically. Here's a
breakdown of the main components of a table:

1. Header Row: The top row of the table, which contains titles or labels for
each column. These labels describe the type of information contained in that column
(e.g., "Approach," "Description," "Benefits," "Challenges").

2. Columns: Vertical divisions in the table. Each column contains
information of a specific type, organized under the respective header. For example, in
a table about teaching methods, one column could list different approaches, while
another provides descriptions.

3. Rows: Horizontal divisions that run across the table. Each row represents
a separate entry or item. For example, a row in a teaching methods table could describe
a specific method such as "Role-Play," along with its benefits and challenges.

4, Cells: The individual blocks where rows and columns intersect. Each cell
holds a piece of data corresponding to the relevant row and column. For instance, a cell
might contain the description of a teaching method or a specific benefit associated with
it.

A table provides clarity by allowing data to be viewed at a glance, helping users
easily compare related pieces of information across different categories or criteria.

CONCLUSION

Innovative approaches such as task-based learning, role-play, and the integration
of technology offer promising results in enhancing speaking skills in English language
classrooms. These methods provide students with opportunities to actively use the
language, engage in real-life communication, and receive continuous feedback. By
shifting the focus from traditional, teacher-centered approaches to more interactive and
student-centered activities, educators can foster a more engaging and productive
language learning environment.

The findings of this study suggest that adopting these innovative techniques can
significantly improve students' confidence, fluency, and overall speaking proficiency.
Future research should explore the long-term effects of these methods and investigate
they can be tailored to suit different levels of language learners. By continuing to
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innovate in language teaching, educators can better equip students with the skills they
need to succeed in global communication.
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