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IELTS Listening Questions: An Overview with Examples

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is one of the most
recognized and respected English proficiency tests in the world. It is commonly used for
academic admissions, professional certifications, and immigration purposes. One of the
key components of the IELTS test is the Listening section, which evaluates how well
candidates can understand spoken English in various contexts.

The Listening section consists of 40 questions divided into four sections, each
progressively becoming more difficult. In this article, we will break down the various
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types of listening questions found on the IELTS, provide examples, and give you tips on
how to tackle each question type effectively.

Types of IELTS Listening Questions

1.Multiple Choice Questions In these questions, you will hear a recording and be
asked to select the correct answer from a list of options.

o Example: You will hear a conversation between two friends discussing their
weekend plans.

 What will John do on Saturday? A) Go hiking B) Visit a museum C)
Attend a concert D) Watch a movie

Tip: Pay attention to keywords in the question. The answers will often be paraphrased
in the recording, so listen carefully for similar meanings.

2.Matching Questions You may need to match a list of items with another list, such
as matching speakers to statements or locations to activities.

o Example: You will hear a guide talking about different tourist destinations in
a city.

 Match the places (A-D) with their descriptions (1-4).
 A) Central Park
 B) The Museum of Art
 C) The Zoo
 D) The Aquarium

Tip: Listen for specific details like names, numbers, and places. The speakers often
mention these details while describing each location.

3.Map or Plan Labelling These questions ask you to label parts of a map, diagram,
or plan based on what you hear.

o Example: You will hear a speaker explaining the layout of a park.
 Label the areas on the map using the information you hear.

Tip: Familiarize yourself with map-related vocabulary (e.g., "north," "west,"
"entrance," "exit") to anticipate what the speaker will describe.

4. Form, Note, Table, Flow-chart or Summary Completion In these questions, you
need to complete a form, table, note, or flowchart by filling in the missing information
from the listening passage.

o Example: You will hear a lecturer giving a talk about renewable energy.
 Complete the table below by writing the correct information.
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Type of
Energy

Cost (per
year)

Efficiency
(%)

Solar Power ___ ___

Wind Power ___ ___

5. Tip: Focus on key details such as numbers, dates, and names when completing
these types of questions. These often appear directly in the recording.

6. Sentence Completion In these questions, you need to complete sentences based on
information heard in the recording.

o Example: You will hear a man giving instructions for filling out a job
application form.

 Complete the sentences below.
1. The job application form must be submitted by ___.
2. Applicants should include a copy of their ___.

Tip: Pay attention to the grammatical structure. The missing word may require a verb,
noun, or adjective, and the context of the recording will give you clues.

7. Short Answer Questions These questions require you to listen and provide a short
answer based on what is said in the audio. The answer is usually a word or a few words,
typically a fact or piece of specific information.

o Example: You will hear an interview with a student discussing her recent
research project.

 What was the topic of the student's research project?

Tip: Focus on specific facts and details mentioned in the recording. Short answer
questions often test your ability to pick out the main idea or key information.

8. Flow-chart Completion Flow-chart questions involve listening to a process being
explained and filling in the steps in a chart. These are often related to how something
works or how a process is completed.

o Example: You will hear a lecture explaining the steps involved in recycling
plastic bottles.

 Complete the flowchart with the appropriate steps in the recycling
process.

Tip: Look for sequence indicators (e.g., "first," "next," "then," "finally") to help you
identify the order of steps.
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9.Multiple Choice with a Twist In some cases, the multiple-choice questions may
require you to choose multiple answers. This is less common, but it can appear in more
complex sections of the Listening test.

o Example: You will hear a speaker talking about environmental policies in
different countries.

 Choose two policies that have been implemented in Sweden. A) Free
public transportation for all citizens B) Tax breaks for electric vehicles C) Government-
sponsored energy-efficient homes D) Ban on plastic packaging

Tip: Make sure to listen for specific information related to the countries and policies
mentioned. Sometimes, the information may be spread across different parts of the
conversation.

Strategies for Success in IELTS Listening

1. Practice Active Listening: Make sure to listen attentively to the entire recording
without focusing too much on writing answers. You will often need to listen to a full
conversation or lecture before completing the questions.

2. Understand Paraphrasing: The language used in the questions may not always
match the exact words spoken in the recording. Practice recognizing paraphrases and
synonyms to improve your chances of identifying the correct answers.

3. Keep Track of Time: Each section of the Listening test contains a set of questions,
and you only have a limited amount of time to answer them. Manage your time carefully
to avoid rushing toward the end of the section.

4. Read the Questions Before Listening: Read through the questions before you
listen to the recording. This will help you anticipate the information you need to listen for,
making it easier to catch key details.

5. Practice with Authentic Materials: The more you practice listening to real-world
materials (e.g., podcasts, news reports, or TED Talks), the more prepared you will be for
the variety of accents, speeds, and topics you'll encounter on the test

Conclusion

The IELTS Listening section challenges your ability to understand spoken English in
different contexts and formats. By familiarizing yourself with the types of questions
and practicing regularly, you can improve your listening skills and perform better on
the test. Whether you're working on multiple-choice questions, matching tasks, or
completing tables and flowcharts, each question type offers opportunities to
demonstrate your listening abilities. Remember to practice actively, stay focused, and
manage your time effectively, and you'll be well on your way to achieving a high score
on the IELTS Listening section. In conclusion, succeeding in the IELTS Listening
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section requires more than just a good ear for English; it demands practice, strategic
listening, and an understanding of the diverse question formats. By familiarizing
yourself with the various question types—whether multiple-choice, matching, or
flowchart completion—and honing your skills through targeted practice, you can
significantly boost your chances of achieving a top score. Remember that each type of
question has its own challenges, but with consistent preparation and attention to detail,
you can become adept at catching key information, identifying paraphrased content,
and managing your time effectively. Whether you're preparing for an academic or
general IELTS exam, mastering the Listening section will not only help you on test day
but also improve your overall listening comprehension in real-world English situations.
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