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The Theory of Parts of the Sentence: Principles, Secondary Parts, and Problems of
Tertiary Structures

In the study of grammar and sentence structure, the theory of parts of the sentence serves
as a cornerstone for understanding how language conveys meaning. This theory delineates
the components of a sentence based on their function and significance within a given
linguistic framework. Broadly, these components are categorized into primary, secondary,
and—though less commonly discussed—tertiary parts. This article explores the principles
governing these sentence parts, delves into secondary structures, and examines the
challenges associated with tertiary components.

Principles of Sentence Parts

At the heart of the theory of parts of the sentence lies the principle of functionality. Each
part of a sentence contributes to its overall meaning and coherence:

Primary Parts:
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o Subject: The doer of the action or the topic of the sentence.
o Predicate: Describes the action or state of the subject. Together, the subject

and predicate form the backbone of a sentence, ensuring it conveys a complete thought.

Secondary Parts:

o Modify or add detail to the primary parts.
o Include objects, attributes, and adverbial modifiers.

Tertiary (or peripheral) Parts:

o Provide nuanced or context-specific information.
o Their roles are less rigidly defined, often overlapping with discourse-level

considerations.

The distinctions between these categories ensure clarity and provide tools for linguistic
analysis.

Secondary Parts of the Sentence

Secondary parts of the sentence enrich the basic subject-predicate structure by providing
additional layers of meaning. They include:

Objects:

o Receive the action of the predicate.
o Can be direct (e.g., He read a book) or indirect (e.g., She gave him a gift).

Attributes:

o Modify nouns or pronouns, adding descriptive detail (e.g., The red apple or a
courageous hero).

Adverbial Modifiers:

o Modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, expressing notions of time, place,
manner, cause, etc. (e.g., He spoke eloquently or They met at dawn).

Secondary parts are essential for creating rich, descriptive, and contextually appropriate
sentences. They guide the listener or reader toward a deeper understanding of the speaker's
intent.
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Problems of Tertiary Parts

The concept of tertiary parts of the sentence is less universally accepted and often
contested within linguistic circles. These elements typically include discourse markers,
interjections, or parenthetical statements that do not fit neatly into primary or secondary
categories. The challenges surrounding tertiary parts include:

Definition and Scope:

o Tertiary parts often blur the line between grammar and discourse. For
instance, the interjection Well in Well, I suppose we could try serves a pragmatic rather than
grammatical function.

Overlap with Syntax and Pragmatics:

o Tertiary parts can interact with broader discourse structures, making it
difficult to analyze them within the confines of sentence grammar alone.

Cultural and Contextual Variability:

o These elements are highly context-dependent, influenced by cultural norms,
speaker intent, and stylistic preferences.

Pedagogical Challenges:

o Teaching tertiary parts can be complex due to their abstract and often optional
nature in communication.

Despite these challenges, tertiary parts play a crucial role in adding nuance and
naturalness to speech and writing.

Conclusion

The theory of parts of the sentence provides a framework for dissecting and
understanding the functional components of language. While primary and secondary parts
are well-defined and universally recognized, tertiary parts introduce a layer of complexity
that bridges grammar and discourse. Addressing the problems associated with tertiary
structures requires a more interdisciplinary approach, blending syntax, pragmatics, and
stylistics. Together, these parts illustrate the intricate interplay of elements that make
language both functional and expressive. The study of sentence parts is not merely an
academic exercise but a vital tool for understanding the intricate workings of language. By
examining the roles and relationships of primary, secondary, and tertiary elements, we gain
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insight into how meaning is constructed and conveyed. While primary and secondary parts
provide the foundational framework, tertiary components highlight the flexibility and
richness of human communication. Their variability and context-dependent nature challenge
traditional grammatical boundaries, urging linguists and educators to adopt more dynamic
and inclusive approaches. Ultimately, this layered understanding underscores the
adaptability of language and its ability to evolve alongside human thought and interaction.
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