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Annotation: This article explores the concepts of primary and secondary predication
within linguistic theory, examining how different types of predicates convey core and
supplemental information about the subject in a sentence. Primary predication is the
fundamental relationship between subject and predicate, where the predicate directly
expresses an action, state, or attribute of the subject. Examples include verbal, copular, and
existential predication, each serving to establish the main assertion or characteristic of the
subject. In contrast, secondary predication provides additional information that modifies or
elaborates on the primary predication. Types of secondary predication include adverbial,
resultative, causative, and concomitant predication, each offering contextual details like
manner, result, cause, or simultaneous action. The article concludes that understanding these
distinctions not only aids in syntactic analysis but also enriches one’s appreciation for the
expressiveness and structure of language, enhancing both comprehension and
communication.

Key words: primary predication, secondary predication, linguistic theory, subject-
predicate relationship, verbal predication, copular predication, existential predication,
adverbial predication, resultative predication, causative predication, concomitant
predication, syntax, sentence structure, language analysis, communication.

In linguistic theory, predication refers to the relationship between a subject and a
predicate in a sentence. A predicate typically expresses something about the subject, such
as an action, state, or property. Predication can be divided into primary and secondary types,
each serving a distinct role in sentence structure and meaning. Understanding the different
forms of predication helps to clarify how languages convey information and organize
thoughts.

Primary Predication

Primary predication refers to the direct relationship between the subject and the
predicate in a sentence. This is the core function of predication where the subject is described
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or characterized by the predicate. It typically involves verbs and their arguments (such as
subjects and objects). There are various forms of primary predication, which include:

Verbal Predication

In verbal predication, the verb functions as the central element of the predicate, which
asserts an action or state of being of the subject. The most common type of verbal
predication can be seen in simple declarative sentences:

- Example: "She runs."

In this example, "runs" is the verb, and it expresses the action performed by the subject

she.
Copular Predication
In a copular sentence, the predicate typically consists of a copula (a form of the verb
"to be" or similar) and a complement that provides further information about the subject.
The copula serves as a linking verb, establishing a relationship between the subject and its
attribute.
- Example: "The sky is blue.”
Here, "is" serves as the copula, linking the subject "the sky" with the complement
"blue," which describes the subject.
Existential Predication
Existential predication expresses the existence or presence of something. It is
commonly used with verbs like "exist,"” "there is,” or "there are," often in contexts where the
existence of something is being asserted.
- Example: "There is a book on the table."
The structure here implies the existence of the book in a certain location, with "there
IS" being the existential verb phrase.
Secondary Predication
Secondary predication refers to additional predicative information that is not central
to the primary subject-predicate relation but still offers important contextual or descriptive
information. Secondary predication typically provides details about the manner, state, or
circumstance in which the primary action or state occurs. This can involve adverbials,
secondary predicates, or additional modifiers.
Adverbial Predication
Adverbial predication involves the use of adverbs or adverbial phrases to modify the
action of the verb or the entire predicate. These secondary predicates provide information
on how, when, where, or to what extent the action occurs.
- Example: "She speaks fluently."
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Here, "fluently™ is an adverb that modifies the verb “speaks," providing further detail
about how she speaks.

Resultative Predication

Resultative predication expresses the result or outcome of an action. It typically
involves a secondary predicate that describes a state or condition brought about by the
primary action. This is commonly seen with verbs like "make," "put,” "turn," etc., followed
by a resultative phrase.

- Example: "She hammered the metal flat."

In this example, "flat" is a resultative predicate that describes the state of the metal
after it has been hammered.

Causative Predication

In causative predication, a secondary predicate expresses the cause or reason for an
action. This often involves causative verbs that convey an action caused by someone or
something. The secondary predication elaborates on the agent or cause of the action.

- Example: "The coach made the player run."”

Here, "run™ is the action caused by the coach, and the sentence structure shows that
the coach is the cause of the player’s running.

Simultaneous or Concomitant Predication

Simultaneous or concomitant predication expresses actions or states that occur at the
same time as the main event. The secondary predicate describes something that happens in
parallel with the primary event.

- Example: "She entered the room singing."

In this sentence, "singing" is a concomitant predicate that describes the action
occurring simultaneously with her entering the room.

Conclusion

The distinction between primary and secondary predication is crucial for
understanding the complexity of sentence structure in linguistics. Primary predication is the
core assertion about the subject, involving verbs or copulas that directly describe the
subject's action, state, or identity. Secondary predication, on the other hand, provides
supplementary information about the manner, result, cause, or simultaneous nature of the
action. By recognizing these two types of predication, we gain a deeper appreciation for
how language conveys nuanced meanings and relationships within sentences. The study of
primary and secondary predication reveals how language structures not only the main
actions and states but also the nuanced, layered information that enhances meaning. Primary
predication establishes the essential relationship between the subject and predicate, forming
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the foundation of any sentence. Secondary predication, however, adds depth, providing
context, details about timing, cause, result, or manner, and connecting ideas that enrich the
narrative or descriptive content. Understanding these distinctions allows for more precise
analysis of syntax and meaning, helping us appreciate how even small grammatical
structures contribute to the overall coherence and expressiveness of language. Whether in
casual conversation, storytelling, or technical writing, recognizing these types of predication
helps us become both clearer and more effective communicators.
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