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           Annotation: This article provides an in-depth exploration of predication in 

linguistics, focusing on the distinctions and classifications of primary and secondary 

predication. It examines the fundamental roles these concepts play in sentence structure, 

meaning, and communication. Through a detailed analysis of various types of primary and 

secondary predication, the article aims to enhance understanding of how these elements 

function in language, contributing to effective communication and comprehension. The 

significance of predication in grammar and syntax is highlighted, making it an essential 

topic for linguists, language learners, and educators.In linguistics, predication is a 

fundamental concept that pertains to how subjects are linked to their actions or states through 

verbs. Understanding the types of primary and secondary predication is crucial for 

comprehending sentence structure, meaning, and the overall organization of language. This 

article will delve into the definitions and characteristics of both primary and secondary 

predication, outlining their roles in communication and providing various examples to 

illustrate these concepts. 
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Predication is a core concept in linguistics that refers to the relationship between a 

subject and a predicate in a sentence. It encompasses how actions, states, and attributes are 

expressed, forming the backbone of sentence structure. Understanding predication is crucial 

for grasping how sentences convey meaning. This article will explore the types of primary 

and secondary predication, detailing their definitions, characteristics, and roles in 

communication. 

Predication  

Predication is central to sentence construction and meaning interpretation. In its 

simplest form, it refers to the act of affirming or denying something about a subject. 

Linguists categorize predication into primary predication and secondary predication based 

on their syntactic and semantic roles. Primary predication is the main assertion of a sentence, 
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establishing the primary subject-predicate relationship. In contrast, secondary predication 

provides additional information, often modifying or elaborating on the subject or object. 

Understanding these types is crucial for linguistic analysis, language teaching, and artificial 

intelligence applications, such as natural language processing. 

Primary predication 

          Primary predication refers to the core grammatical relationship established 

between the subject of a sentence and the predicate, which typically consists of a verb and 

its complements. This relationship conveys the essential action or state of being of the 

subject.  

         Types of Primary Predication 

         1. Transitive Predication: Involves a subject, a transitive verb, and a direct 

object. For example, "She reads a book." Here, "reads" is the transitive verb, and "a book" 

is the direct object. 

         2. Intransitive Predication: Involves a subject and an intransitive verb without a 

direct object. For example, "He runs." The verb "runs" does not require an object to complete 

its meaning. 

        3. Ditransitive Predication: Involves a subject, a transitive verb, and two objects 

(a direct and an indirect object). For example, "She gave him a gift." Here, "gave" is the 

transitive verb, "a gift" is the direct object, and "him" is the indirect object. 

        4. Linking Verbs: These verbs connect the subject to a subject complement, 

which can be a noun or an adjective. For example, "She is a teacher." The verb "is" links the 

subject "She" to the subject complement "a teacher." 

Secondary predication  

          Secondary predication refers to additional information provided about the 

subject or object, extending the meaning established by the primary predication. It often 

involves adjectives, participles, or clauses that modify the subject or object.   

          Types of secondary predication 

          1. Adjectival Secondary Predication: Involves an adjective that describes the 

subject or object. For example, "The movie made her happy." "Happy" describes her 

emotional state. 

         2. Participial Secondary Predication: Involves a participial phrase that adds 

information about the subject or object. For example, "He sat there, exhausted." The 

participial phrase "exhausted" describes his state. 
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         3. Infinitival Secondary Predication: Involves an infinitive that provides 

additional context. For example, "They consider him to be a genius." The infinitive phrase 

"to be a genius" describes "him." 

        4. Clausal Secondary Predication: Involves a subordinate clause that offers more 

information. For example, "She believes that he is innocent." The clause "that he is innocent" 

elaborates on her belief. 

          In essence, predication is central to sentence construction and meaning 

interpretation. In its simplest form, it refers to the act of affirming or denying something 

about a subject. Linguists categorize predication into primary predication and secondary 

predication based on their syntactic and semantic roles. 

         Primary predication is the main assertion of a sentence, establishing the primary 

subject-predicate relationship. In contrast, secondary predication provides additional 

information, often modifying or elaborating on the subject or object. Understanding these 

types is crucial for linguistic analysis, language teaching, and artificial intelligence 

applications, such as natural language processing. 

        The foundation of primary predication is the connection between the subject and 

the verb. For example, in the sentence "The dog barks," "the dog" is the subject, and "barks" 

is the verb, creating a clear primary predication. Primary predication conveys the 

fundamental action or state of being, allowing listeners to grasp the main idea quickly. 

        Secondary predication adds layers of meaning to the primary predication, 

allowing for a more nuanced understanding of the subject or object. Secondary predication 

typically involves modifiers or complements that describe the subject or object in more 

detail. Secondary predication can take various forms, including adjectives, adverbs, and 

clauses. 

         Conclusion 

         In conclusion, the concepts of primary and secondary predication are 

fundamental to understanding the mechanics of language and communication. Primary 

predication establishes the essential relationship between subjects and verbs, while 

secondary predication enriches meaning by providing additional context and detail. By 

recognizing the various types of predication and their roles in sentence structure, we can 

improve our communication skills and deepen our comprehension of language. As we 

continue to explore predication, we uncover the richness and complexity of human 

expression, highlighting the artistry involved in crafting meaningful sentences. Predication 

is a cornerstone of sentence construction, defining the relationship between subjects and 

predicates. While primary predication forms the essence of a sentence, secondary 
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predication enriches it with supplementary information. The distinction between the two is 

critical for syntactic and semantic analysis, offering insights into language functionality and 

meaning. Mastery of these concepts is invaluable for linguists, educators, and technologists 

alike. 
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