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Annotation: This article explores the concept of predication, a cornerstone of 

linguistic structure, by categorizing it into primary and secondary types. Primary predication 

is identified as the essential subject-predicate relationship that forms the foundation of any 

clause, such as in She is singing. Secondary predication, on the other hand, serves to 

complement or elaborate on the main clause, providing additional descriptive, resultative, 

or circumstantial details, as seen in She entered the room exhausted.  The article delves into 

the syntactic and semantic roles of both types, emphasizing how primary predication 

establishes the core meaning, while secondary predication enriches sentences with 

supplementary layers of context. It also examines variations in non-finite constructions, 

cross-linguistic expressions, and theoretical perspectives, such as those offered by 

generative and functional grammar. Practical examples and distinctions between depictive 

and resultative secondary predicates are highlighted to illustrate their functions.  

Additionally, the article touches on the pedagogical significance of teaching these concepts, 

the cognitive processing of predication, and challenges like ambiguity in interpretation. 

Overall, this piece provides a comprehensive analysis of how predication structures enable 

nuanced and dynamic communication across languages and contexts. 

Key words: Predication, primary predication, secondary predication, subject-

predicate relationship, syntax, semantics, depictive predication, resultative predication, 

circumstantial predication, linguistic analysis, non-finite clauses, appositive, adjectival 

phrases, participial phrases, absolute constructions, ambiguity in predication, cross-

linguistic variation, language acquisition, generative grammar, functional grammar. 

 

Predication is a fundamental concept in linguistics, referring to the way sentences or 

clauses express a relationship between a subject and a predicate. This relationship forms the 

backbone of meaning in language, as it conveys what is being said about the subject. 
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Predication can be classified into two main types: primary predication and secondary 

predication. Understanding these distinctions sheds light on how language structures 

meaning and allows for the formation of complex sentences. 

Primary Predication  

Primary predication is the central and most essential type of predication in a sentence. 

It establishes the main relationship between the subject and the predicate, forming the core 

of any clause. For example:   

- The cat is sleeping.  

- She sings beautifully. 

Characteristics of Primary Predication  

Subject-Predicate Relation: It involves the direct relationship between the subject and 

the verb or predicate.   

Independent Clause: Primary predication typically forms an independent clause that 

can stand alone as a complete sentence.   

Expresses Main Action or State: It conveys the principal action, event, or state of 

being in a sentence.   

Examples of Primary Predication   

- Declarative sentences: The dog barks. 

- Interrogative sentences: Does the train arrive at 6?  

- Imperative sentences: Close the door.  

In all these cases, the primary predication provides the essential meaning that the 

sentence seeks to communicate.   

Secondary Predication 

Secondary predication, in contrast, adds supplementary information about the subject 

or object but does not constitute the main clause. It is often embedded within or attached to 

the main predication to provide additional detail. For example:   

- The dog ran, barking loudly.   

- They painted the house red.   
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Types of Secondary Predication   

Secondary predication can be further classified based on its grammatical structure and 

function:   

Depictive Secondary Predication   

Depictive predication describes the state or condition of the subject or object at the 

time of the main action.   

- Example: She walked home tired.  

  Here, tired" is a secondary predicate that describes the subject, "she," during the 

action of walking.   

Resultative Secondary Predication   

Resultative predication indicates the result or outcome of an action performed by the 

subject.   

- Example: He hammered the metal flat.  

  In this case, "flat" is a secondary predicate that shows the outcome of hammering 

the metal.   

Circumstantial Secondary Predication   

Circumstantial predication adds contextual information about the circumstances in 

which the action occurs.   

- Example: The team arrived, smiling and cheering.  

  Here, "smiling and cheering" provides additional context about the team’s state 

during their arrival.   

Distinguishing Primary and Secondary Predication 
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 Overlap and Interaction 

Secondary predication often enhances primary predication by adding layers of 

meaning, but the two serve distinct grammatical purposes. Secondary predicates cannot 

form a complete sentence without the main predication to anchor their meaning.   

Conclusion   

Primary and secondary predication together form a dynamic system that allows 

language to express both fundamental and nuanced ideas. While primary predication 

establishes the basic framework of communication, secondary predication enriches this 

framework by providing additional details about actions, states, or results. Understanding 

these types of predication is crucial for analyzing sentence structure, improving linguistic 

comprehension, and mastering the art of effective communication. The study of primary and 

secondary predication reveals the intricate mechanisms underlying language structure and 

meaning. Primary predication provides the essential framework for communication by 

establishing the main subject-predicate relationship, while secondary predication enriches 

this framework by adding layers of detail, nuance, and context. Together, they enable 

language to convey both straightforward ideas and complex, multifaceted meanings.   

Beyond their grammatical roles, these types of predication also reflect cognitive and 

cultural dimensions of communication. Their use varies across languages, highlighting the 

diversity of human expression, yet their universal presence underscores fundamental 

principles of linguistic thought. A deeper understanding of primary and secondary 

predication not only enhances linguistic analysis but also fosters more precise and effective 

communication in both academic and everyday contexts.   
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