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Annotation: This article explores the articulatory and acoustic features that contribute 

to human speech production, focusing on the functions and interactions of the speech organs. 

The articulatory features section breaks down how different places and manners of 

articulation, such as bilabials, velars, stops, and fricatives, shape specific sounds. The 

discussion on acoustic features introduces key properties like frequency, amplitude, 

formants, and duration, which define the auditory characteristics of speech sounds and affect 

their perception. Additionally, the article details the anatomical components involved in 

producing speech, including the lungs, larynx, pharynx, oral and nasal cavities, tongue, 

teeth, and lips. Each of these speech organs contributes uniquely to articulating sounds and 

influencing acoustic qualities, ultimately enabling complex, varied, and nuanced human 

communication. The article concludes by emphasizing the importance of understanding 

these mechanisms for fields such as linguistics, speech therapy, and technology, 

highlighting how insights into the articulatory and acoustic bases of speech deepen our 

knowledge of language and communication. This comprehensive approach offers a 

foundation for studying and addressing the intricacies of human speech in both practical and 

theoretical contexts. 
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Human language is one of the most complex forms of communication, allowing 

individuals to share thoughts, emotions, and information. To produce speech, our bodies 

rely on a sophisticated interplay between articulatory and acoustic elements that enable a 

wide variety of sounds. Understanding how these sounds are created and perceived requires 
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an examination of both articulatory and acoustic phonetics, as well as the anatomical 

components that play vital roles in speech production, known as the speech organs. 

Articulatory Features of Sounds 

Articulatory phonetics is the branch of phonetics that focuses on the physical 

production of speech sounds. Articulation involves a series of coordinated movements of 

the speech organs, each contributing to shaping sounds in distinct ways. Here are some 

primary articulatory features of sounds: 

Place of Articulation: Refers to where in the vocal tract the airflow restriction occurs. 

Key places include: 

   - Bilabial: Produced with both lips (e.g., /p/, /b/, /m/). 

   - Labiodental: Produced with the lower lip against the upper teeth (e.g., /f/, /v/). 

   - Dental: Produced with the tongue against the teeth (e.g., /θ/, /ð/). 

   - Alveolar: Produced with the tongue against the alveolar ridge (e.g., /t/, /d/, /s/, /z/). 

   - Palatal: Produced with the tongue near the hard palate (e.g., /ʃ/, /ʒ/). 

   - Velar: Produced with the back of the tongue against the soft palate (e.g., /k/, /g/). 

   - Glottal: Produced at the level of the glottis, with no tongue or lip articulation (e.g., 

/h/). 

Manner of Articulation: Refers to how the airflow is manipulated to produce different 

sounds, with common manners including: 

   - Stops: Complete closure of the vocal tract followed by a burst of air (e.g., /p/, /b/, 

/t/, /d/). 

   - Fricatives: Narrowing of the vocal tract, creating turbulent airflow (e.g., /f/, /v/, /s/, 

/z/). 

   - Affricates: Combination of stop and fricative sounds (e.g., /tʃ/, /dʒ/). 

   - Nasals: Airflow passes through the nasal cavity (e.g., /m/, /n/, /ŋ/). 

   - Liquids and Glides: Less obstruction in the vocal tract, producing smooth airflow 

(e.g., /l/, /r/, /w/, /j/). 

Voicing: Voicing refers to whether the vocal cords vibrate during the articulation of a 

sound. Sounds can be: 

   - Voiced: Vocal cords vibrate (e.g., /b/, /d/, /g/). 

   - Voiceless: Vocal cords do not vibrate (e.g., /p/, /t/, /k/). 

Acoustic Features of Sounds 

Acoustic phonetics examines the physical properties of sound waves produced during 

speech. Key acoustic features include: 
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Frequency: The rate of vibration in sound waves, measured in Hertz (Hz), which 

determines pitch. Higher frequency sounds have higher pitch. 

Amplitude: Refers to the magnitude of the sound wave, determining its loudness. 

Greater amplitude results in louder sounds. 

Formants: Resonant frequencies of the vocal tract, primarily important in vowel 

sounds. Formants are visible in spectrograms as bands and are labeled F1, F2, F3, etc., with 

F1 and F2 being the most crucial for vowel identification. 

Duration: The length of time a sound is sustained. Differences in duration can change 

meaning in some languages, particularly in tonal or stress-timed languages. 

Speech Organs 

The human speech organs are specialized structures involved in the articulation of 

speech sounds. Each plays a unique role in shaping the acoustic qualities of speech: 

Lungs: The powerhouse for speech, providing airflow necessary for sound production. 

Air from the lungs is exhaled through the trachea to initiate phonation. 

Larynx and Vocal Cords: Located in the throat, the larynx contains the vocal cords, 

which vibrate to produce voiced sounds. The space between the vocal cords, known as the 

glottis, can alter its width to control airflow. 

Pharynx: The cavity above the larynx, which connects to the oral and nasal cavities. It 

functions as a resonating chamber that can modify sound quality. 

Oral Cavity: Contains structures essential for articulation, including: 

   - Tongue: The primary articulator, capable of intricate movements that shape sounds 

by changing position and shape. 

   - Teeth: Provide points of contact for sounds such as /θ/ and /ð/. 

   - Alveolar Ridge: Located just behind the upper front teeth, essential for sounds like 

/t/, /d/, and /s/. 

   - Hard and Soft Palate: The hard palate separates the oral and nasal cavities, while 

the soft palate (or velum) can raise or lower to direct airflow through the mouth or nose. 

Nasal Cavity: Used in the production of nasal sounds like /m/, /n/, and /ŋ/. The velum 

lowers during nasal sounds, allowing air to resonate in the nasal cavity. 

Lips: Used in various sounds, from bilabials like /p/ and /b/ to labiodentals like /f/ and 

/v/. They can also round or spread, influencing the quality of vowels. 

Conclusion 

The process of speech production relies on an intricate system of articulatory and 

acoustic features working in tandem, facilitated by the coordinated actions of various speech 

organs. By understanding the roles of each component in producing and shaping sounds, we 
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gain insights into the remarkable complexity of human communication. This foundational 

knowledge serves linguists, speech therapists, and language educators in their efforts to 

explore, diagnose, and teach the principles of human speech. The study of articulatory and 

acoustic features, along with the roles of the speech organs, reveals not only the complexity 

of human speech production but also the precision required for effective communication. 

Each articulatory action, from the positioning of the tongue to the vibration of the vocal 

cords, is carefully coordinated to produce the unique sounds of human language. 

Meanwhile, the acoustic properties of these sounds ensure they are distinct, recognizable, 

and capable of carrying meaning across various environments and contexts. Understanding 

these mechanisms provides essential insights for a wide range of fields—from linguistics 

and phonetics to speech pathology and language education. This knowledge allows us to 

better appreciate the adaptability and sophistication of the human vocal apparatus, 

underscoring the intricate physiological and acoustic foundations of spoken language. 

Whether in developing new languages, refining speech recognition technology, or treating 

speech disorders, the study of speech production and its physical basis continues to enhance 

our grasp of human communication. 
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