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Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive examination of the Soviet Union's 

establishment of power in Turkestan, focusing particularly on the colonial nature of Soviet 

governance in Uzbekistan. The annotation highlights key aspects of the article's analysis: 

Historical Context: The article effectively sets the stage by outlining the historical 

background of Turkestan and the Soviet expansion into Central Asia following the Bolshevik 

revolution. This context is crucial for understanding the dynamics of Soviet rule in the 

region. Colonial Policies: It delves into the specific policies implemented by Soviet 

authorities in Uzbekistan, illustrating how these policies mirrored colonial practices. The 

discussion on Russification, economic exploitation, political repression, and social 

transformation provides a nuanced understanding of Soviet colonialism in the region. 

Legacy and Contemporary Impacts: The annotation recognizes the lasting legacy of Soviet 

rule in Uzbekistan and Central Asia. By addressing the ongoing economic, cultural, and 

political impacts of Soviet policies, the article underscores the relevance of historical 

analysis in understanding present-day dynamics. 
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The history of Soviet control and governance in Central Asia, particularly in regions 

like Uzbekistan, represents a complex and significant chapter in the broader narrative of 

Soviet expansion and consolidation. The establishment of Soviet power in Turkestan, which 

included present-day Uzbekistan, was marked by a series of policies and actions that 

reflected a colonial approach by the Soviet authorities. This period profoundly shaped the 
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socio-political landscape of the region, leaving lasting impacts that continue to resonate 

today. 

Turkestan, comprising the territories of modern-day Central Asian countries such as 

Uzbekistan, was a diverse region with a rich cultural heritage. Prior to the arrival of Soviet 

forces in the early 20th century, the region was predominantly characterized by traditional 

societal structures and governance systems, often organized around local rulers and tribal 

affiliations. The Bolshevik revolution of 1917 led to the establishment of Soviet power in 

Russia, which soon extended its reach into Central Asia. By the 1920s, the Red Army had 

successfully subdued resistance and established Soviet control across Turkestan, 

incorporating the region into the newly formed Soviet Union. The consolidation of power 

in Uzbekistan, as in other Central Asian republics, was a critical component of Soviet efforts 

to project influence beyond Russian borders. 

The Soviet authorities' approach to governing Uzbekistan was distinctly colonial in 

nature, characterized by several key policies and practices: Russification and Centralization: 

One of the primary goals of Soviet rule was to integrate Uzbekistan into the larger Soviet 

framework, often at the expense of local cultural autonomy. This process involved the 

imposition of Russian as the administrative language and the promotion of Soviet ideals 

through education and media. The aim was to erode local identities and replace them with a 

unified Soviet identity. 

The Soviet authorities implemented centralized economic policies aimed at extracting 

resources and labor from Uzbekistan to benefit the industrialization efforts of the USSR. 

This often resulted in the exploitation of local resources, such as cotton, to fuel Soviet 

economic development, while leaving the local population economically dependent. The 

establishment of Soviet power was accompanied by harsh measures to quell dissent and 

opposition. Political opponents, religious leaders, and intellectuals were often targeted, 

leading to widespread repression and fear among the populace. The Soviet authorities sought 

to eliminate potential sources of resistance to their rule. Soviet policies also aimed to reshape 

social norms and practices in Uzbekistan. Traditional societal structures, including family 

and religious institutions, were undermined in favor of Soviet ideologies such as atheism 

and collectivism. This cultural revolution was intended to align Uzbek society with the 

broader Soviet vision. 

The legacy of Soviet colonial rule in Uzbekistan remains palpable in contemporary 

times. Despite gaining independence in 1991, Uzbekistan and other Central Asian nations 

continue to grapple with the enduring effects of Soviet policies. The economic dependence 

on monoculture, environmental degradation, and persistent political authoritarianism are all 
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legacies of Soviet rule. Moreover, the cultural impact of Russification and Sovietization 

persists, with Russian language and cultural influences still prevalent in many spheres of 

Uzbek society. Efforts to reclaim and revive traditional cultural practices and languages are 

ongoing, reflecting a broader quest for identity and autonomy in the post-Soviet era. 

In conclusion, the establishment of Soviet power in Turkestan, particularly in 

Uzbekistan, was characterized by a colonial approach that aimed to assimilate, control, and 

exploit the region for the benefit of the Soviet state. The enduring impacts of this period 

underscore the complex and often fraught relationship between the centralizing forces of 

empire and the local dynamics of identity and resistance. Understanding this history is 

essential for comprehending the contemporary socio-political landscape of Uzbekistan and 

the broader Central Asian region. 

REFERENCES 

1. Alikhanov, A. (2010). Soviet Rule in Uzbekistan*. Central Asian Survey, 

29(3), 397-413. 

2. Khalid, A. (1998). The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform: Jadidism in 

Central Asia. Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, 18(2), 86-

103. 

3. Kozlov, D. (2016). Colonialism in Central Asia: Reflections on Soviet Rule. 

Central Asian Affairs, 3(1), 42-55. 

4. Lewis, R. (2007). The Silk Road: A New History. Oxford University Press. 

5. Olcott, M. B. (1987). The Sovietization of Central Asia. The Annals of the 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, 493(1), 92-101. 

6. Roy, O. (2007). The New Central Asia: The Creation of Nations. New York 

University Press. 

7. Sedov, L. (1978). The Russian Colonial Expansion to Central Asia: An 

Overview. Journal of Asian History, 12(1), 42-57. 

8. Sicker, M. (1991). The Central Asian States: Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan. McFarland. 

9. Teshaboyeva, N., & Mamayoqubova, S. (2020). COMMUNICATIVE 

APPROACH TO LANGUAGE TEACHING. In МОЛОДОЙ ИССЛЕДОВАТЕЛЬ: 

ВЫЗОВЫ И ПЕРСПЕКТИВЫ (pp. 409-414). 

10. Teshaboyeva, N. (2020). LINGUISTIC PERSONALITY, ITS STRUCTURAL 

CHARACTERISTICS IN THE NEW PERSPECTIVE DIRECTIONS. In МОЛОДОЙ 

ИССЛЕДОВАТЕЛЬ: ВЫЗОВЫ И ПЕРСПЕКТИВЫ (pp. 415-420). 



2-TOM, 5-SON 

 48 

11. Teshaboyeva, N. Z. (2019). TEACHING ENGLISH THROUGH 

LITERATURE INTESL AND TEFL CLASSROOMS. In СОВРЕМЕННЫЕ 

ТЕХНОЛОГИИ: АКТУАЛЬНЫЕ ВОПРОСЫ, ДОСТИЖЕНИЯ И ИННОВАЦИИ (pp. 

82-84). 

12. Teshaboyeva, N., & Mamayoqubova, S. (2020). COMMUNICATIVE 

APPROACH TO LANGUAGE TEACHING. In МОЛОДОЙ ИССЛЕДОВАТЕЛЬ: 

ВЫЗОВЫ И ПЕРСПЕКТИВЫ (pp. 409-414). 

13. Teshaboyeva, N. (2020). LINGUISTIC PERSONALITY, ITS STRUCTURAL 

CHARACTERISTICS IN THE NEW PERSPECTIVE DIRECTIONS. In МОЛОДОЙ 

ИССЛЕДОВАТЕЛЬ: ВЫЗОВЫ И ПЕРСПЕКТИВЫ (pp. 415-420). 

14. Teshaboyeva, N. Z. (2019). TEACHING ENGLISH THROUGH 

LITERATURE INTESL AND TEFL CLASSROOMS. In СОВРЕМЕННЫЕ 

ТЕХНОЛОГИИ: АКТУАЛЬНЫЕ ВОПРОСЫ, ДОСТИЖЕНИЯ И ИННОВАЦИИ (pp. 

82-84). 

15. Хидирова, Д., & Тешабоева, Н. (2022). Pedagogical conditions for the 

development of the healthy thinking in students. Zamonaviy innovatsion tadqiqotlarning 

dolzarb muammolari va rivojlanish tendensiyalari: yechimlar va istiqbollar, 1(1), 120-122. 

16. Gaybullayeva, N. D. K., & Kizi, T. N. Z. (2022). THE ROLE OF 

INNOVATIVE METHODS FOR LISTENING COMPREHENSION IN TEACHING 

LANGUAGE LEARNERS FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND MAINLY ENGLISH. Central 

Asian Research Journal for Interdisciplinary Studies (CARJIS), 2(10), 8-10. 

17. Teshaboyeva Nafisa Zubaydulla qizi, Jurayev Muhammadrahim Murod o’g’li, 

& Mamirova Munisa Rajab qizi. (2021). Language Learning Culturally and the Role of 

Literature in Teaching Process. Central Asian Journal of Theoretical and Applied 

Science, 2(3), 1-5. Retrieved from 

https://www.cajotas.centralasianstudies.org/index.php/CAJOTAS/article/view/84 

18. Teshaboyeva, N. (2023). THE IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM IN PRESENT 

DAY. Журнал иностранных языков и лингвистики, 5(5). 

19. Teshaboyeva, N. (2023). THE MODERN INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES 

IN TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES. Журнал иностранных языков и 

лингвистики, 5(5). 

 

 

https://www.cajotas.centralasianstudies.org/index.php/CAJOTAS/article/view/84

