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Annotatsiya

Ushbu maqola ingliz tilini chet tili sifatida o‘rganayotgan talabalar uchun o‘qib
tushunishni rivojlantirishda stilistik vositalarning o‘rnini o‘rganishga bag‘ishlangan.
Metafora, o‘xshatish, tasviriylik va jonlantirish kabi vositalarning matnni chuqurroq
anglash va talabalarning tahliliy ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirishdagi ahamiyati yoritilgan.
Tadgiqgot aralash metod asosida olib borilgan bo‘lib, test natijalari hamda kuzatuv va
suhbatlardan olingan ma’lumotlarni o‘z ichiga oladi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki,
stilistik vositalardan foydalanilgan ta’lim jarayonida talabalar faolroq ishtirok etadi,
yaxshirog xulosa chigaradi va matnni chuqurroq tushunadi. Xulosa sifatida, ushbu
yondashuv ESL ta’limida tanqidiy fikrlash va til kompetensiyasini rivojlantirishda
samarali ekanligi ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit so’zlar: ESL o‘quvchilari, o‘qib tushunish, stilistik vositalar, metafora,
o‘xshatish, tasviriylik, jonlantirish, til o‘qitish, tanqidiy fikrlash, tahliliy ko‘nikmalar.

Abstract

This article explores the role of stylistic devices in enhancing reading
comprehension among ESL learners. It examines how elements such as metaphor,
simile, imagery, and personification contribute to deeper understanding of texts and
improve learners’ interpretive skills. The study is based on a mixed-methods approach,
combining quantitative data from pre- and post-tests with qualitative insights from
classroom observations and interviews. The results indicate that students exposed to
stylistic devices demonstrate higher levels of engagement, better inferencing abilities,

3


mailto:suvonqulovagulbahor0403@gmail.com
mailto:mohinanarullayeva1011@gmail.com

XXI1 ASRDA INNOVATSION
TEXNOLOGIYALAR, FAN VA TA'LIM

TARAQQIYOTIDAGI DOLZARB MUAMMOLAR
Volume 04, Issue 05, 2026

and improved overall comprehension. The article concludes that integrating stylistic
devices into reading instruction is an effective strategy for developing critical thinking
and language proficiency in ESL contexts.

Key words: ESL learners, reading comprehension, stylistic devices, metaphor,
simile, imagery, personification, language teaching, critical thinking, interpretive
skills.

AHHOTAIIUA

I[aHHaSI CTaTbsd TIOCBAIICHA MU3YYCHHUIO POJHU CTUIIUCTHYCCKHX CpPCACTB B
IMMOBBIIMICHHUYN YPOBHA ITOHUMAHUWA ITPOUYUTAHHOTO Y U3YYAIOIIUX AHTJIMUCKUU S3BbIK KaK
HHOCTpaHHBIﬁ. PaCCManI/IBaeTCSI BJIIMAHUC TAKUX CPCACTB, KaK MeTaq)opa, CPpaBHCHHC,
O6pa3HOCTI) U OJHMLOCTBOPCHHUC, Ha Pa3sBUTHC MHTCPIIPCTAINOHHBIX HABBIKOB
yqaluxcs. HCCHC}IOB&HHC OCHOBAaHO Ha CMCIIaHHOM MCTOAC, BKIOYAIOIIEM
KOJIMYECTBCHHBIM aHaIu3 PE3YJIILTATOB TCCTUPOBAHUA W KAYCCTBCHHBLIC IAdHHBIC,
IMOJIYYCHHBIC B XOIC Ha6HIO)ICHI/Iﬁ U HHTCPBLIO. Pe?)y.HI)TaTLI IIOKa3bIBAKOT, 4YTO
yqalurecsd, O6yanHII/ICC5I C HCIIOJIb30BaHUCM CTHIIMCTHYCCKHUX CpCaCTB,
ACMOHCTPUPYIOT OoJice BBICOKHI YPOBCHBb BOBJICUCHHOCTH, JIYYIICC YMCHHC ACJIATH
BBIBOJIbI H ooiece FHY6OKOC IIOHUMAaHME TeKcTa. B 3akimroueHuun MMOJYCPKUBACTCA
3(1)(1)€KTI/IBHOCTL JAaHHOT'O IoAX04a B pa3BUTHH KPUTUYCCKOT'O MBIIIJICHUSA U SI3BIKOBOM
KOMIICTCHIIUH.

KaroueBble cj10Ba: U3y4yarOUe aHTJIMUCKUN SI3bIK, IOHUMAHHUE IMTPOYUTAHHOTO,
CTHJINCTUYECKHE CpelicTBa, MeTadopa, CpaBHEHHE, OOpPa3HOCTh, OJHUIETBOPECHHUE,
00y4eHHE SI3bIKY, KPUTUUECKOE MBIIIICHUE, MHTEPIPETAIMOHHBIC HAaBBIKH.

INTRODUCTION

Reading comprehension in English as a Second Language (ESL) contexts is not
merely the ability to decode words and sentences, but the capacity to interpret meaning,
recognize nuance, and engage critically with texts. One powerful yet sometimes
underutilized approach to strengthening comprehension is the intentional use of
stylistic devices. These linguistic and rhetorical tools—such as metaphor, simile,
Imagery, repetition, and personification—not only enrich texts but also serve as
cognitive anchors that help learners process and retain information more effectively.

Stylistic devices function as bridges between language form and meaning. For
ESL learners, texts that incorporate vivid imagery or relatable comparisons can
transform abstract ideas into more concrete and understandable concepts. For instance,
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a metaphor like “time is a thief” encourages learners to think beyond literal meanings
and explore deeper interpretations. This engagement with figurative language
promotes higher-order thinking skills, such as inference and analysis, which are
essential components of reading comprehension. From a pedagogical perspective,
Integrating stylistic devices into reading instruction aligns well with communicative
and cognitive approaches to language learning. Rather than focusing solely on
grammar and vocabulary, teachers can guide students to notice how language is used
creatively to convey meaning. This can be achieved through pre-reading activities that
introduce key stylistic elements, while-reading tasks that prompt learners to identify
and interpret them, and post-reading discussions that encourage reflection and personal
response. Moreover, stylistic devices can support vocabulary acquisition and
contextual understanding. When learners encounter new words within a metaphorical
or descriptive context, they are more likely to infer meaning and remember usage. For
example, descriptive imagery in a narrative can provide contextual clues that aid
comprehension without the need for direct translation. This not only builds lexical
knowledge but also fosters learner autonomy.

Another important benefit of using stylistic devices is their role in increasing
learner motivation and engagement. Texts rich in expressive language tend to be more
interesting and emotionally resonant. ESL learners often struggle with motivation
when faced with dense or overly technical materials. By contrast, stories, poems, and
descriptive passages that employ stylistic techniques can capture attention and
stimulate curiosity, making the reading process more enjoyable and meaningful.
However, the use of stylistic devices must be approached with careful scaffolding. For
lower-level learners, excessive or complex figurative language may lead to confusion
rather than clarity. Teachers should select texts that are appropriate for the learners’
proficiency level and provide clear explanations and examples. Visual aids, translation
comparisons, and guided questions can help learners gradually build confidence in
interpreting stylistic elements. In addition, incorporating stylistic analysis into
classroom activities can promote interactive learning. Pair and group work, role-
playing, and creative rewriting tasks allow students to experiment with language and
apply stylistic devices themselves. For example, students might rewrite a plain
sentence using imagery or create their own metaphors to describe familiar objects.
Such activities reinforce comprehension by encouraging active use of language rather
than passive reception. Assessment practices can also reflect the importance of stylistic
awareness. Instead of relying solely on factual recall questions, comprehension tasks
can include interpretation of figurative expressions, identification of tone, and analysis
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of author’s intent. This not only evaluates deeper understanding but also prepares
learners for real-world reading, where meaning is often implicit and context-dependent.
In conclusion, stylistic devices are not merely decorative elements of language
but essential tools that can significantly enhance reading comprehension in ESL
learners. By making texts more vivid, engaging, and meaningful, they facilitate deeper
cognitive processing and support the development of critical literacy skills. When
integrated thoughtfully into teaching practices, stylistic devices can transform reading
from a mechanical task into an enriching and intellectually stimulating experience.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

The role of stylistic devices in enhancing reading comprehension has been widely
discussed within the fields of applied linguistics and language pedagogy. Scholars in
Applied Linguistics emphasize that comprehension is not limited to literal
understanding but involves interpreting figurative and contextual meanings. Early
theoretical foundations can be traced to Roman Jakobson, who highlighted the
importance of the poetic function of language, and M. A. K. Halliday, whose systemic
functional linguistics framework explains how language choices shape meaning in
context.

Research in Second Language Acquisition has shown that exposure to authentic
texts containing stylistic features supports deeper comprehension and language
development. Studies influenced by Stephen Krashen suggest that comprehensible
input enriched with meaningful context—including figurative language—facilitates
acquisition. Similarly, Louise Rosenblatt argues in her transactional theory that readers
actively construct meaning through interaction with texts, which becomes more
dynamic when stylistic devices are present. Empirical studies indicate that stylistic
elements such as metaphor and imagery enhance cognitive engagement. Researchers
have found that learners who are trained to recognize figurative language demonstrate
improved inferencing skills and better retention of textual information. In classroom-
based investigations, incorporating stylistic analysis into reading lessons has led to
increased motivation and participation among ESL learners. Furthermore, stylistic
awareness has been linked to improved critical thinking, as learners learn to interpret
tone, intention, and implied meanings.

Despite these benefits, some studies highlight challenges. Lower-level learners
may struggle with non-literal language, especially when cultural references are
embedded in stylistic expressions. Therefore, scaffolding strategies—such as guided
practice, visual support, and contextual explanations—are recommended. Recent
literature also emphasizes the integration of stylistic instruction within communicative
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language teaching frameworks, ensuring that language is taught as a functional and
meaningful system rather than a set of isolated rules.
Methodology

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach to investigate how stylistic devices
influence reading comprehension among ESL learners. The research is conducted in
an educational setting involving intermediate-level students. A sample group is
selected using purposive sampling to ensure participants share similar language
proficiency and learning backgrounds. The research design includes both qualitative
and quantitative components. In the quantitative phase, learners are divided into two
groups: a control group and an experimental group. The control group is taught reading
comprehension using traditional methods focused on vocabulary and grammar, while
the experimental group receives instruction that explicitly incorporates stylistic devices
such as metaphor, simile, and imagery. Pre-tests and post-tests are administered to both
groups to measure improvements in comprehension. In the qualitative phase,
classroom observations and semi-structured interviews are conducted to gather insights
into learners’ experiences. Students are asked to reflect on how stylistic elements affect

their understanding of texts and their engagement with reading tasks. Teachers’
perspectives are also considered to evaluate the practicality and effectiveness of
integrating stylistic instruction.

Data collection tools include reading comprehension tests, observation
checklists, and interview questionnaires. The test items are designed to assess not only
literal comprehension but also inferential and interpretive skills. Statistical analysis is
applied to compare pre- and post-test results, while thematic analysis is used to
interpret qualitative data.Ethical considerations are maintained throughout the study.
Participants are informed about the purpose of the research, and confidentiality is
ensured. The findings aim to provide pedagogical implications for ESL teachers,
highlighting effective strategies for integrating stylistic devices into reading
instruction. Overall, this methodology allows for a comprehensive examination of both
measurable outcomes and learner perceptions, contributing to a deeper understanding
of how stylistic devices can enhance reading comprehension in ESL contexts.

RESULTS

The findings of this study demonstrate that the integration of stylistic devices into
reading instruction has a significant positive impact on ESL learners’ comprehension
abilities. The quantitative data obtained from pre-tests and post-tests reveal a clear
improvement in the performance of students in the experimental group compared to
those in the control group. While both groups showed some progress over time, the
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experimental group, which was exposed to stylistic devices such as metaphor, simile,
and imagery, achieved notably higher gains in comprehension scores. At the beginning
of the study, the results of the pre-test indicated that both groups had relatively similar
levels of reading comprehension, particularly in terms of literal understanding.
However, difficulties were observed in tasks requiring inferencing, interpretation of
implied meanings, and recognition of tone. After the instructional intervention, the
post-test results showed that the experimental group improved not only in literal
comprehension but also in higher-order reading skills. Students demonstrated a
stronger ability to interpret figurative language, identify the author’s intention, and
analyze stylistic elements within texts. In contrast, the control group, which followed
traditional reading instruction methods, showed more limited progress. Although there
was some improvement in vocabulary recognition and basic comprehension, students
continued to struggle with deeper interpretation and critical analysis. This difference
suggests that exposure to stylistic devices plays a crucial role in developing advanced
reading skills.

The qualitative findings further support the quantitative results. Classroom
observations revealed that students in the experimental group were more actively
engaged during reading activities. They participated more frequently in discussions,
asked interpretive questions, and showed greater curiosity about the texts. The use of
stylistic devices appeared to make reading materials more interesting and relatable,
which in turn increased learners’ motivation. Interviews with students indicated that
many of them found stylistic elements helpful in understanding complex ideas. For
example, metaphors and imagery allowed them to visualize concepts and connect new
information with their prior knowledge. Several students reported that they began to
pay closer attention to how language is used in texts, rather than focusing solely on
individual words. This shift in reading strategy contributed to a more holistic approach
to comprehension.

Teachers involved in the study also noted positive changes in students’ learning
behavior. They observed that students became more confident in expressing their
interpretations and were more willing to engage in analytical tasks. Additionally,
teachers reported that integrating stylistic devices into lessons encouraged more
interactive and student-centered classroom environments. However, the results also
highlight some challenges. A small number of learners, particularly those with lower
proficiency levels, initially struggled to understand figurative language. These students
required additional support, such as simplified explanations and guided practice. Over
time, with appropriate scaffolding, most of them were able to improve their
understanding. Overall, the results confirm that the use of stylistic devices significantly
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enhances reading comprehension in ESL learners. The combination of improved test
performance, increased engagement, and positive learner feedback suggests that
stylistic instruction is an effective and valuable approach in language teaching.
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