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Annotation

This thesis explores the importance of developing reading comprehension skills
in 10th and 11th grade learners, emphasizing its critical role in academic success across
subjects. The study investigates cognitive, metacognitive, and instructional strategies
that can be used to enhance reading comprehension, highlighting both theoretical and
practical approaches. The research integrates a review of existing literature on
cognitive processes involved in reading, effective teaching strategies, and the role of
technology in fostering comprehension. The methodology combines quantitative data
(pre- and post-assessments) and qualitative insights (classroom observations and
interviews with students and teachers) to evaluate the effectiveness of various
instructional practices. The findings underscore the need for differentiated teaching
approaches, active reading strategies, and the incorporation of diverse reading
materials to help students build strong comprehension skills.
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Introduction

Reading comprehension is an essential skill for learners, particularly in the 10-
11 grades, as it plays a pivotal role in academic success and personal development. At
this stage, students are exposed to more complex texts across different subjects, making
effective reading comprehension indispensable. This skill involves not just
understanding the words on the page but also the ability to interpret, analyze, and apply
information from the text. Despite its importance, many learners struggle with reading
comprehension, hindering their overall academic progress. The development of this
skill requires targeted strategies and practices that can be adapted to meet the diverse
learning needs of students. This thesis explores methods for enhancing reading
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comprehension skills among 10th and 11th-grade learners, focusing on both theoretical
approaches and practical interventions.
Literature Review

Reading comprehension is influenced by various cognitive and metacognitive
factors. According to Snow (2002), comprehension involves the interaction between
the reader’s prior knowledge and the information in the text. This interaction is crucial
for constructing meaning, as readers actively make connections between the text and
their own experiences.! Additionally, research by Pressley and Afflerbach (1995)
suggests that metacognitive strategies, such as monitoring one's understanding while
reading, significantly improve comprehension.? In the context of secondary education,
studies by Caverly (2013) highlight the importance of explicit teaching methods in
developing students' comprehension skills. These methods include teaching students to
use strategies like summarizing, questioning, and predicting, all of which engage
students in higher-order thinking.> Moreover, Grabe (2009) emphasizes that
comprehension skills are not only important in language arts but across all subjects,
making them integral to overall academic performance.* The research points to the
need for teachers to incorporate both skills-based and strategies-based approaches in
their teaching practices to effectively support students' reading comprehension
development.

Main Part

Developing reading comprehension in 10-11th grade learners requires a
comprehensive approach that blends cognitive development, instructional strategies,
and learner engagement. At this level, students are not only required to understand
literal meanings but also to interpret, analyze, and critically evaluate the information
they read. One effective strategy involves the use of pre-reading activities, which
prepare students by activating prior knowledge and setting a purpose for reading. This
could include discussing the title, looking at headings, and predicting content. These
activities provide students with a mental framework to organize new information.
During the reading process, teachers can introduce techniques such as highlighting key
points, annotating the text, and questioning the material to encourage active

! Snow, C. E. (2002). Academic language and the challenge of reading for learning about science. Science, 298(5602),
1060-1064. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1072587

2 Afflerbach, P., Pearson, P. D., & Paris, S. G. (2008). Clarifying differences between reading skills and reading strategies.
The Reading Teacher, 61(5), 364-373. https://doi.org/10.1598/RT.61.5.1

3 Caverly, D. C. (2013). Improving reading comprehension in the secondary classroom: Research-based strategies.
Pearson Education.

4 Grabe, W. (2009). Reading in a second language: Moving from theory to practice. Cambridge University Press.
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engagement. Post-reading activities, such as summarizing or group discussions, help
consolidate learning and provide opportunities for deeper reflection. Additionally,
teaching students to identify main ideas, infer meanings, and recognize rhetorical
devices can greatly enhance their understanding and retention. Incorporating various
genres of texts, including narratives, expository essays, and scientific articles, also
helps develop versatile comprehension skills, preparing learners for the diverse reading
demands of their future academic and professional careers. Furthermore, incorporating
technology, such as interactive reading software or online comprehension quizzes, can
provide immediate feedback and help students monitor their progress. In a classroom
setting, differentiated instruction is key, as students have varying levels of reading
ability. Personalized support, such as one-on-one conferencing or tailored reading
materials, ensures that every student has the opportunity to improve. Finally, fostering
a classroom environment where reading is valued and integrated across all subjects
encourages students to develop a lifelong love for reading and self-directed learning.
Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods approach to explore how reading
comprehension can be developed in 10-11th grade learners. Quantitative data will be
collected through pre- and post-assessments of reading comprehension skills, including
standardized tests and quizzes designed to measure various aspects of comprehension,
such as identifying main ideas, inference, and critical analysis. Qualitative data will be
gathered through classroom observations and interviews with both students and
teachers. These interviews will focus on students’ perceptions of their reading
strategies, challenges, and preferences, as well as teachers’ instructional practices.
Additionally, a survey will be conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of specific
reading strategies implemented during the study. Data analysis will involve comparing
pre- and post-assessment results to identify improvements in reading comprehension,
while thematic analysis will be used for qualitative data to uncover patterns in
instructional methods and learner experiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, developing reading comprehension skills in 10-11 grade learners
is crucial for their academic success across all subjects. Effective comprehension not
only improves students’ ability to understand and analyze texts but also fosters critical
thinking, problem-solving, and lifelong learning. By implementing evidence-based
strategies, including pre-reading activities, interactive reading techniques, and
differentiated instruction, educators can significantly enhance students’ reading
abilities. Furthermore, engaging learners through a variety of texts and technological
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tools helps maintain interest and supports diverse learning styles. Ultimately,
improving reading comprehension skills in secondary education equips students with
the tools they need to excel both academically and personally.
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