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Abstract: The article considers the notion of the concept in its relation to the
meaning of the word. Similarities and differences between these two constructs are
identified. The dual nature of the concept is discussed. In this article defines cognitive
approach, concept and conceptualization. This article determines the basic notion of
Cognitive Linguistics. This article dwells upon the basic unit of cognitive linguistics,
which is a concept. Firstly, we provide an overview of major scientific works written
by foreign linguists who pay attention to special aspects and lines of research.
Secondly, we analyse conclusions on modern problems in linguistics that are drawn in
cognitological studies conducted since the end of the 20th century. We also touch upon
the course and practice of cognitive linguistics while considering the connection
between cognition and language.

Keywords:  cognition, concept, Cognitive  Linguistics, language,
Linguoculturology, Linguoconceptology.

Annotatsiya: Maqgolada konsept tushunchasining so z ma 'nosi bilan munosabati
ko ‘rib chiqiladi. Ushbu ikki konstruksiya o ‘rtasidagi o ‘xshashlik va farqlar aniglanadi.
Konseptning ikki tomonlama tabiati muhokama qilinadi. Maqolada kognitiv
yondashuv, konsept va konseptualizatsiya tushunchalari ta’riflanadi. Ushbu maqola
kognitiv  lingvistikaning asosiy tushunchasini  belgilaydi. Magola kognitiv
lingvistikaning asosiy birligi — konseptga bag ‘ishlangan. Avvalo, xorijiy lingvistlar
tomonidan yozilgan, tadqiqotning maxsus jihatlari va yo ‘nalishlariga e’tibor garatgan
asosiy ilmiy ishlarga sharh beriladi. Ikkinchidan, XX asr oxiridan buyon olib borilgan
kognitologik tadqgiqotlarda ilgari surilgan zamonaviy lingvistika muammolari bo ‘yicha
xulosalar tahlil gilinadi. Shuningdek, kognitiv lingvistika kursi va amaliyotiga,
xususan, kognitsiya va til o ‘rtasidagi bog ‘liglik masalalariga ham to ‘xtalib o ‘tiladi.

Kalit so“zlar: kognitsiya, konsept, kognitiv lingvistika, til, lingvokulturologiya,
lingvokonseptologiya.

Annomauun: B cmamve paccmampugaemcsi NoHsmue KOHYenma 6 e2o
COOMHOUIeHUU CO 3HAYeHueM closd. Buwiasnaromces cxoocmea u paziuyus menicoy
smumu 08ymsi KoHcmpykyuamu. Obcyscoaemces OyanvHas npupooa KoHyenmd. B
cmamve  0arOmcsi  Onpeoenenus — KOCHUMUBHO20 — N00X00d,  KOHyenma U
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KOHUenmyaiusayuu. Cmamos onpedeﬂﬂem 0azoeoe nousmue KOSHUMUBHOU
AUHeBUCMUKU. B pa60me pacemampueaemcs OCHOBHAA €0Z/IHL{I4Q KOCHUMUBHOU
JAUHCB6UCMUKU — KOHYenmni. BO'I’ZQPGbZX, npueodumcg 0630p OCHOBHbIX HAYUYHbIX
mpy()oe 3apy6€3fCHle JUHSBUCMOS, y()eﬂﬂIOWMx BHUMAHUE cneyuailbHblM acnekmam u
HanpaesjierusiAm UCCe008AHUAL. BO'GmOPle, AHAIUIUPYIOMCA 6618000l no
COBPEMEHHbIM I’lp06JZ€MCZM JUHSB6UCMUKU, coelanHble 8  KOCHUMONO02UYECKUX
uCCJZGOOGCIHM}ZX, npoeodwwblx C KOHUYya XX eeka. Takoice sampazcuearomcsi 60npocsl
Kypca u npakmuxku KOCHUMUBHOL JAUHZBUCMUKU, 6 YaACMmHOCmMU C6B43b Meofcdy
KOZHZ/H/;Z/IQZZ U A3bIKOM.

Knwuesvie cnosa: KocHUYyusd, KoHyenmni, KOZCHUMUEGHAS JIUHSEBUCMUKA, A3bIK,
JUHSBOKY1bMYpO102UA, TUHC60KOHUENMOIO0CUA.

Introduction

The concept is the category of thinking, it is an aspect of thought.

Concept also can be termed as an abstract idea, a unit of thought, associated with
a corresponding representation in language. Concepts exist in the mind as abstract
entities independent of terms used to express them.

The notion of “concept” is considered to be one of the main notions of Cognitive
Linguistics, Linguoculturology, Linguoconceptology and other linguistic disciplines of
the anthropocentric paradigm. Yet it remains one of the most controversial issues in
Cognitive Linguistics. First and foremost, the question that causes a good deal of
confusion for those involved in the field is the understanding of what concept really is.
There exist many definitions presented in the works by foreign and Russian scientists
such as M. Heidegger, G. Lakoff, G. Picht, G.V. Alefirenko, N.D. Aruryunova, S.A.
Askoldov, A.P. Babushkin, G.I. Berestenev, E. S. Kubryakova, D.S Likhachev et al,
who outline both differences and some common traits of this notion[1].

The term “concept” came into linguistic usage from logic, where it is regarded
as a synonym of the term “notion”. In modem logic “concept” is defined as «an integral
complex of the object’s qualities» (ApyTtioHoBa, 1998). In the dictionary “Jloruueckmii
CrnoBaps-CripaBounnk® by N.I. Kondakov the word “concept” is not defined: the
reference to the “notion” is given instead, that leads to a conclusion that in logic the
terms “concept” and “notion” are identical in their meaning.

Methodology

Cognitive linguistics is a scientific sphere that studies the knowledge about the
world formed in the human mind, its inner structures, representative methods and
regularities. Cognitive linguistics also aims at modeling the world and the structure of
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linguistic cognition. The world representation is formed in one’s mind through feelings
(tactile, visual, taste-bud) on the level of notion (signs, worldview) or thoughts
organization . When these matters are being formed in one’s mind, they represent the
known information about the world.

Today the category of concept appears in the studies of philosophers, logicians

and Psychologists. D.S. Likhachov used this term to refer to the generalized

cognitive unit, which reflects and interprets the phenomena of reality, depending
on

education, personal experience, professional and social experience of a native
speaker[2]. Yu.S. Stepanov considers that a concept is the “content of the notion”,

A.P. Babushkin believes the concept as a discrete mental unit which reflects the
object of real or imaginary world and is kept in the national memory of native speakers
in the verbalized form [3]. In the Brief Dictionary of Cognitive Terms the

concepts are determined as “operational meaningful unit of memory, conceptual
system, brain language, and the whole picture of the world reflected in the human
mind” [3, p. 90].

There are two approaches to the problem of concept: cognitive and cultural. As
E.S. Kubryakova states, concept is an umbrella term for several scientific directions:
first of all for cognitive psychology and cognitive linguistics dealing with thinking and
cognition, storing and transferring information, as well as for cultural linguistics, which
focuses on the relationships between language and culture (KCKT, 1996).

In common usage the term mainly indicates “idea” or “notion”. In a narrower
sense it is an abstract idea, sometimes defined as a "unit of knowledge". The concept

has an only cognitive status and does not exist outside mind.

The complication of the concept is a two-way connection between language and

mind. Mental categories are represented through linguistic categories, and at the
same time are defined by them; in other words, the culture defines the concept (i.e. the
concept is a mental projection of the elements of the culture).

The relationships between the phenomena of “language” and “culture” are
complicated, as the language is both the part of the culture and an external factor to the
culture; language and speech are the areas where the concept is “objectified”.

Results

A concept is a unit that preserves and proceeds information about reality. It is an
ethno cultural group of words and a basic mental phenomenon that expresses the
natives’ cognitive consciousness. A concept is a small unit of an ideal consciousness
and experience of native speakers. Nowadays, cognitive approach, concept and



215

XXI ASRDA INNOVATSION
TEXNOLOGIYALAR, FAN VA TA'LIM

TARAQQIYOTIDAGI DOLZARB MUAMMOLAR
Volume 03, Issue 11, 2025

conceptualization have become traditional, and in the context of its priorities, the
language has not already considered as something that exists “in itself and for itself”.
Today, the term “concept” has gained great popularity in science. The image of concept
Is as bipartite unity of knowledge, on the one hand is facing the language, the other
hand is to the mental world of man [4]. Considering the concepts “a bunch of culture
in human consciousness”, the researchers N.D.Arutiunova, Y.S.Stepanov,
A.D.Shmelev, E.S.Yakovlev show the basic concepts that exists in each and actual for
every person, however, they are not only universal, but also are nationally specific.

In spite of the fact that the present state of linguoculturology research is
characterized by a lack of general methodological foundations and common conceptual
approaches; additionally there is no clear theoretical basis, commonly accepted
terminology, fundamental assumptions, which would allow representatives of different
directions and trends achieve mutual understanding.

Discussion

It is especially important to reveal the relation between the concept and the

meaning of the word as it affects both the determination of the subject of
cognitive

linguistics and the development of methods for analyzing the semantics of the
language.

On the one hand, the concept and the meaning of the word share some
similarities. Human mind, localized in the brain reflects the objective and subjective
reality. Both the concept and the meaning are the reflection of reality (objective and
subjective). They have cognitive nature and present the result of the reflection and
cognition of reality by the human mind. In other words, the content of the concept
reflects certain aspects of the phenomena of reality, and so does the meaning of the
word, which has a cognitive nature.

On the other hand, they have certain differences. The meaning and the concept
are

the products of the different levels. We can oppose the concepts and the
meanings as

mental units, which belong to the cognitive and linguistic human consciousness

respectively. The concept is a product of cognitive human consciousness, while
the

meaning is the product of linguistic consciousness.

The meaning in relation to the concept appears as a part of its content, which is

relevant to this linguocultural community. Many cognitive linguists agree that
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components of lexical meaning reflect only significant conceptual features, but
not all of them. The structure of the concept is much more complicated and more varied
than the lexical meaning of the words. The meaning conveys certain cognitive features
and components that make up the concept, but it is always only part of the semantic
content of the concept. For the explication of the content of the concept numerous
lexical items as well as experimental studies to complement the results of linguistic
analysis are required. Thus, the meaning and the concept are correlated as
communicatively relevant part and a mental whole.

The term “concept” came into linguistic usage from logic, regarded as a
synonym of the term “notion”. In modern logic “concept” is defined as “an integral
complex of the object’s qualities”. Another problem of concept typology is one of the
theoretical problems of cognitive linguistics.

Let’s consider the existing typology done from the cognitive point of view. One
of the first classification proposed by A.P.Babushkin (2006) was elaborated according
to the form of expression and representation in vocabulary. He distinguishes the
following types:

1)  Lexical concepts — represented by lexical words:
wedding,happy,knowledge,mind

2)  Phraseological concepts — phraseological units that represent one concept:
Guardian angel, Achilles heel,golden claf

3)  Concrete concepts, denoting concrete objects:
stone,mother,book,girl,rabbit,apricot
4)  Abstract concepts represented by abstract

notions:mind,happiness,justice,knowledge.

Within this classification the scholar also distinguishes the following subtypes
of concepts:

A)  Mental image: animal-cat, fruit-apple,vegetable-carrot

B)  Schemas detailed images: lion- the king of forest

C) Frames associatsions which relate elements,situation from the human
experience: wedding,shopping,walking,skating

D) Insights knowledge about specific functions of objects:
book,notebook,mobile phone,guitar,television,curtain

E)  Scenario knowledge about events in dynamics:
accident,trip,trvelling,fight,examination

F)  Kaleidoscopic concepts scenario related to emotions and feelings:
happiness,fear,love,hate
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So, there are a lot of approaches to the problem of concept typology. The
scholars provide a number of classification based on different criteria. It should be
stressed that concept typology is not a simple matter and any discussion of it is bound
to reflect more than one angle of vision.

Let’s look at some important concepts in cognitive linguistics.

Mind is the ability of a person to act purposefully within this connection, which
leads to knowledge, understanding and allows to understand the universal relationship
of values, things and events. This is the mechanism of formation of knowledge, which
is the purposeful realization of knowledge in the process of interaction of a particular
organism with environment.

Knowledge is the ability to have experience and understanding that is both
subjectively and objectively correct, and based on objective and subjective aspects it is
possible to think and draw conclusions that provide purposeful behavior. Knowledge
Is a dynamic functional structure that shapes the world style and is the product of the
processing of verbal and noverbal experiences.

The cognitive basis is the sum of the necessary knowledge that all linguists in a
given linguocultural society should possess. The cognitive base is formed through
cognitive structures, while cognitive structures in turn shape our competence and form
its basis. The cognitive base performs unifying and differentiating functions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper presents the following essential characteristics of the
concept: being central part of Cognitive Linguistics. The concept is the sense of
emotional and cultural marking, the mental essense responsible for shaping,
processing, storage and transfer of knowledge. Therefore, the concept contains
emotiona, expressive, evaluative components. The concept has nation-spesific
features, it is the main part of culture, presumably, it is structured. The concept can be
various type and different complexity, it has a soft structure.

The concept codified in the consciousness both by a notion and an individual
sensual image. Depending on the level of understanding of thes essences, the
conceptual focus can be manifested by notion or a basic idea which are based on the
most stable central substantial components that cover the main essence of the concept
content.

The theory and description of concepts must separate the contents and the
structure of a concept. The concept structure includes the basic structural components
of various cognitive nature which form the concept — the sensual image, the
informational and interpretational fields.
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The basic category of cognitive linguistics (a concept) is a linguistic
phenomenon arising from the combination of logical models that systematise, regulate
and classify the cluster-organized knowledge of some ethnos, and show the integrity
of language patterns in synonymous, associative, binary and other relations. A concept
Is the main object of cognitive linguistics.

The conceptual space of any given language defines the purview, view of life
and consciousness of the corresponding ethnos and its distinctive members. Therefore,
a semasiological category should be considered from a theoretical-cognitive viewpoint.
The study of a concept enriches the range of meanings and provides an opportunity to
analyse this phenomenon from an anthropocentric point of view. Anthropocentric
approach in linguistics displays the category of meaning in a new perspective.
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