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Annotation. This paper examines the major territorial varieties of English
pronunciation across different regions of the world, focusing on phonological systems,
accent features, and vowel and consonant variations. It provides a comparative analysis
of British Received Pronunciation, General American, Australian, Canadian, Irish,
Scottish, South African, and various emerging World Englishes. The research
combines acoustic analysis and sociolinguistic approaches to document the distinctive
features of each variety and explores the historical, social, and cultural factors that have
shaped their development.

Annomauus. B OaHHO cmamoee  paccmampuearomcs OCHOBHblE
meppunmopudilbHble pa3H08u0H00mu AHTIUNICKO20 NPOU3HOUWleHUAl 6 paA3TUYHbIX
pecuorax mupd, ¢ AKkyeHnom Ha d)OHOJlOZM'iBCKue cucmemal, ocobennocmu akyenima,
a makoice sapuayuu endCHsvlX U CO2NACHbIX 36YKO6. HpedcmaeﬂeH CpCIGHqueJlebZIZ
ananuz 6pumanckoeo npousnowenusi Received Pronunciation, amepuxanckozo
General American, ascmpanuiickoeo, KaHaocko2o, UpiaHOCK020, WOMIAAHOCKO2O,
IOO!CHOClqbpuKaHCKOZO AKYEHNOoE U pasluvdHblX pazBuUSArUUXcia 6apuarmos Mupoeozco
AHIUUCKO2O. Hccneoosanue couemaem aKycmuquKuﬁ aArRAjlu3 u
coyuoauHzseucmudeckKkue Nno0xXo0bl ons OOKyMeHmupoeaHuﬂ omaudumesibHblx
ocoberHHocmell Kaxicoo2o eapuanma u uszydaent ucmopudeckue, CcoyudilvbHbvle U
KYJlbniypHbole @aKWlOpr, Komopble noeluAsAlu Ha ux paseumue.

Keywords: English pronunciation, accent varieties, dialectology, phonological
systems, Received Pronunciation, General American, World Englishes, vowel systems,
consonant variations, sociolinguistic factors.

Knroueevie cnoea: Awnenuiickoe npousHouternue, pa3H06u0Hocmu axKyennoe,
ouanexmonoaus, ¢ononocuueckue cucmemol, Received Pronunciation, General
American, MuUupoevle 6apudadHmnbl AHSTUUCKO20 A3bIKA, cucniemvl 2JlACHbIX, eapuayuu
CO2NIACHbIX, CoOyUOoNUHZBUCMUYECKUE (j)(ZKI’HOPbl.

The territorial diversification of English pronunciation represents one of the most
fascinating phenomena in contemporary linguistics. As English has expanded across
the globe through colonization, trade, education, and media, it has developed distinct
phonological patterns in different geographic regions, resulting in a rich tapestry of
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pronunciation systems that both connect and differentiate speakers of this global
language. This paper examines the major territorial varieties of English pronunciation,
analyzing their distinctive phonological features and the historical, social, and cultural
forces that have shaped them.

English, as a pluricentric language, lacks a single, universally accepted standard
of pronunciation. Instead, multiple standards have emerged in different regions, each
with its own prestige and distinctive characteristics. The most extensively documented
and historically influential varieties include British Received Pronunciation (RP),
General American (GenAm), Australian, Canadian, Irish, Scottish, and South African
English. Additionally, numerous emerging varieties in Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean
are increasingly recognized as legitimate English accents with their own systematic
features rather than as "non-native” deviations from established norms [1;34].

British Received Pronunciation (RP), historically associated with upper-class
education in southern England, has often been considered the reference accent for
British English. Its phonological system includes distinctive features such as the
absence of rhoticity (non-pronunciation of /r/ except before vowels), clear
differentiation between long and short vowels, and the presence of the low back
rounded vowel /o/ in words like "lot" and "body." The TRAP-BATH split, where words
like "path," "grass,” and "dance" are pronounced with the long /a:/ rather than the short
/&/, 1s another characteristic feature. However, RP itself has undergone significant
changes in recent decades, with contemporary RP showing greater glottalization of /t/,
diphthongization of certain vowels, and influence from regional accents, particularly
those of southeast England.

In contrast, General American (GenAm) represents a range of accents commonly
found across the United States, particularly in the Midwest, West, and parts of the
Northeast. Its defining characteristics include rhoticity (pronunciation of /r/ in all
positions), the merger of the vowels in "cot" and "caught" in many regions, flapping of
It/ and /d/ between vowels, and less distinct length differences in vowel pairs. Regional
variations within American English are substantial, with the Northern Cities Vowel
Shift, Southern drawl, and New York City and Eastern New England non-rhoticity
representing significant deviations from GenAm. The complex pattern of the low back
merger and the ongoing Northern Cities Shift demonstrate that American English
pronunciation continues to evolve dynamically [2;65].

Australian English presents a distinctive phonological profile strongly influenced
by its historical development. Its vowel system features characteristic diphthongs,
particularly in words like "face" (/fze1s/) and "price” (/prais/), which contribute to its
Immediately recognizable quality. The raising of the diphthong in words like "today"
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and "away" to [a1] represents another distinctive feature. Australian English is largely
non-rhotic and employs intervocalic flapping similar to American English. Social and
regional variation in Australian English is less pronounced than in British or American
varieties, though three broad sociolects—Cultivated, General, and Broad Australian—
are commonly identified, with General Australian now predominant in media and
education.

Canadian English exhibits an interesting hybrid of features from both British and
American varieties, with additional distinctive characteristics. The most recognized
feature is "Canadian Raising," where the diphthongs /ai/ and /au/ are raised to [a1] and
[au] before voiceless consonants. The cot-caught merger is nearly universal in
Canadian English, with both words pronounced as [kat]. Canadian English is rhotic,
like American English, but retains certain British pronunciations in words like "news"
(/njuz/ rather than American /nuz/). The distinctive pronunciation of "about" as
something perceived by non-Canadians as [obaut] is often stereotyped but represents
a genuine phonological feature related to Canadian Raising.

Scottish  English exhibits several distinctive phonological characteristics,
including a typically rhotic pronunciation with a strong, trilled, or tapped /r/. The
Scottish vowel system is notably different from RP, with monophthongal
pronunciations where RP would use diphthongs, such as in "face" and "goat."
Additionally, Scottish English maintains a phonemic distinction between /w/ and /hw/
in pairs like "witch/which™ that has been lost in most other varieties. The glottal stop
realization of /t/ is widespread, particularly in urban areas, and the distinctive Scottish
"postvocalic /r/" contributes significantly to the rhythm and prosody of Scottish speech.
The influence of Scots and Scottish Gaelic on pronunciation patterns varies by region
but remains an important factor in understanding Scottish English phonology [3;76].

South African English presents a complex phonological landscape shaped by
contact between English, Afrikaans, and indigenous African languages. Three main
sociolects are commonly identified—Cultivated, General, and Broad—with the
General variety now predominant in media and education. Distinctive features include
the fronting of /a:/ to [a:], the centralization of the KIT vowel to [a] in unstressed
syllables, and a tendency toward full vowels rather than the schwa in unstressed
syllables. The BATH vowel is typically realized as a front [a:] rather than the RP back
[a:]. Consonant features include the use of a tapped or trilled /r/ by many speakers and
limited h-dropping in some sociolects influenced by Afrikaans.

The documentation and analysis of these pronunciation varieties has significant
implications across multiple domains. In language pedagogy, the traditional emphasis
on RP or GenAm as the only acceptable pronunciation models has given way to more
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inclusive approaches that acknowledge the legitimacy of diverse accents and prepare
learners for the reality of global English communication. For speech recognition
technology, the ability to process diverse accent features is essential for creating
systems that serve all English speakers equitably. In sociolinguistics, the study of
accent variation provides insight into how language reflects and constructs social
identity and how pronunciation features function as markers of regional and social
affiliation.

Contemporary research in English phonology has benefited from advances in
acoustic analysis, corpus linguistics, and sociophonetics, allowing for more precise
documentation of pronunciation features. Sociolinguistic studies have revealed how
pronunciations function as markers of identity and how speakers style-shift between
different accent features in different contexts. The study of accent perception has
illuminated how listeners form impressions based on pronunciation and how accent
prejudice operates in various social contexts [4;98].

Looking to the future, several trends can be identified in the ongoing development
of English pronunciation varieties. The influence of media and global communication
may lead to some convergence of features, particularly in urban centers and among
younger speakers. However, the role of accent in expressing local identity suggests
continued maintenance of distinctive features, even as some traditional regional
patterns recede. New varieties will continue to emerge in regions where English serves
as a second language or lingua franca, adding to the global diversity of English
pronunciation.

In conclusion, the territorial varieties of English pronunciation represent a
complex and dynamic aspect of the language's global spread. Rather than viewing this
diversity as problematic, contemporary linguistics recognizes it as evidence of the
language's adaptability and vitality. Understanding the systematic nature of different
English accent varieties enhances both theoretical knowledge of phonological systems
and practical applications in teaching, technology, and intercultural communication.
As English continues its development as a global language, its pronunciation will
undoubtedly continue to evolve and diversify, reflecting the varied communities that
use it for local and international communication.
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