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Abstract. The rapid advancement of technology has brought significant changes 
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face) learning to online learning. Both methods offer unique advantages and present 
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Education is a very important process for every individual, enabling personal 

growth, the development of critical thinking, and effective participation in society. 

Education introduces a person to the world and provides the opportunity to learn new 

ideas. Through education, a person gains knowledge and skills, which leads to 

professional success. The process of studying and learning offers opportunities for 

personal development and self-awareness. However, distance learning and traditional 

learning are two main forms of education. Each has its own unique advantages and 

disadvantages. 

Distance learning refers to obtaining education through the internet. In this 

format, students and teachers interact without being in the same location, using video 

lessons, online courses, forums, and other digital tools. Online classes provide 

flexibility, global access, and technological opportunities. Students can study at their 

own convenient time and place, making it very suitable for those who are working or 

have other commitments. Additionally, education can be accessed from anywhere in 

the world. Lessons, tests, and other materials are easily available online. 

However, there are several disadvantages to online education. Firstly, the 

necessity for self-discipline may be lower. Students need to learn to manage their time 

effectively and work independently. Secondly, there is less interactivity. The lack of 
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face-to-face communication can lead some students to feel isolated. According to 

Statista, the online education market was valued at $319 billion in 2021, and it is 

expected to reach $1 trillion by 2026. 

 
The statistical diagram above shows the growth in the number of courses offered 

on platforms like edX and Coursera during the years 2018–2020.  

Title: Growth of Online Courses (edX and Coursera). 

X-axis: Years (2018, 2019, 2020) 

Y-axis: Number of Courses (in millions) 

Data points: 

2018: 3.5M 

2019: 6.2M 

2020: 10.5M              

Offline learning is traditional face-to-face education in classrooms with a 

teacher. In this format, students learn through textbooks, laboratories, group 

discussions, and other activities. Through offline classes, we can engage in direct 

communication, be more interactive, and receive direct motivation from teachers. That 

is, firstly, there is direct communication between the student and the teacher, which 

makes learning effective. Secondly, through group work and seminars, students 

communicate directly with each other. Thirdly, face-to-face classes encourage students 

to learn more since they are supported and inspired by their instructors. 

The main disadvantage of offline education is that it is dependent on specific 

locations and times. Students must go to a certain place, which can increase time and 
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expenses. On the other hand, there is also a lack of flexibility for students. The study 

schedule is rigid, making it difficult for students to always adapt their time. For 

example, in traditional classes held in every university or school, students attend 

classes in classrooms.  

Below is the statistical diagram of students' preferences for education in 2020 

(Nielsen study). 73% of students participating in traditional education preferred only 

offline education. Additionally, according to Statista, in 2019, 72% of the total 

education services market worldwide was made up of offline education. 

 
Title: Students' Education Preferences in 2020 (Nielsen Study). 

Labels: 

Offline Education Only: 73% 

Other Preferences: 27% 

To summary, online learning has become more in demand with the development 

of technology, especially during the pandemic. However, offline education makes 

learning effective through its interactivity and direct communication. The convenience 

of each format for a student depends on their educational and personal needs.  
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