COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH IN TEACHING PHRASEOLOGICAL UNITS
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Annotation: This article explores the integration of the communicative approach in the
teaching of phraseological units, encompassing idioms, collocations, and fixed expressions. It
emphasizes moving beyond rote memorization to practical application in authentic
communication. The advantages discussed include contextual understanding, cultural
relevance, and increased retention. Practical strategies such as role-playing activities,
interactive discussions, authentic texts, and technology integration are highlighted to facilitate
effective implementation. The article underscores the importance of not only learning
phraseological units but also using them in culturally appropriate ways. Educators are
encouraged to adopt a dynamic approach, integrating technology and real-world experiences
to create a communicative language learning environment that fosters practical application and
cultural understanding.
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Introduction:

The communicative approach has revolutionized language teaching by emphasizing
real-life communication over rote memorization. When it comes to teaching phraseological
units, incorporating this approach proves to be both effective and engaging. Phraseological
units, comprising idioms, collocations, and fixed expressions, are vital components of
language that enhance fluency and cultural understanding. This article delves into the
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advantages of adopting a communicative approach in teaching phraseological units and
explores practical strategies for implementation.

The Communicative Approach:

The communicative approach centers around meaningful interaction and authentic
language use. In the context of phraseological units, this means shifting the focus from isolated
memorization to practical application in communicative situations. Students are encouraged to
use these expressions in conversations, role-plays, and various language activities, promoting
a deeper understanding of their usage and cultural nuances.

Advantages of the Communicative Approach for Phraseological Units:

Contextual Understanding:

By immersing students in communicative tasks, the communicative approach allows
them to grasp the contextual nuances of phraseological units. This ensures that learners not
only memorize expressions but also comprehend when and how to use them appropriately.

Cultural Relevance:

Phraseological units often carry cultural connotations. The communicative approach
enables students to explore these cultural dimensions through authentic communication,
fostering a richer appreciation of language in context.

Increased Retention:

Active use of phraseological units in real communication enhances retention. The
communicative approach promotes repeated exposure to these expressions in various
situations, reinforcing their usage and aiding long-term memory.

Strategies for Implementing the Communicative Approach in Phraseological Unit
Instruction:

Role-Playing Activities:

Incorporate role-playing scenarios where students use phraseological units to simulate
real-life situations. This helps bridge the gap between classroom learning and practical
application.

Interactive Discussions:

Encourage discussions that prompt the use of phraseological units. This can be done
through debates, group discussions, or collaborative projects, fostering an environment where
students feel motivated to employ these expressions naturally.

Authentic Texts and Media:




Integrate authentic texts, such as articles, songs, or videos, containing phraseological units.
Analyzing real-world examples helps students understand the dynamic nature of language and
exposes them to diverse contexts in which these expressions are used.

Task-Based Learning:

Design language tasks that require the use of phraseological units. Whether it's creating
dialogues, writing stories, or participating in problem-solving activities, task-based learning
encourages students to apply their knowledge in practical ways.

Interactive Technology Integration:

Enhance the communicative approach by integrating interactive technology tools.
Virtual platforms, language learning apps, and online resources can provide additional
opportunities for students to practice and reinforce their understanding of phraseological units
in a digitally immersive environment. This approach not only aligns with modern teaching
methods but also caters to the tech-savvy nature of today's learners, making language
acquisition more engaging and accessible.

Error Analysis and Feedback:

Incorporate error analysis as a crucial component of the communicative approach.
Encourage students to identify and correct errors in the use of phraseological units within their
communication. Providing constructive feedback helps refine their language skills and
promotes a deeper understanding of the proper application of these expressions.

Cross-Curricular Integration:

Explore opportunities for cross-curricular integration by incorporating phraseological
units into content from other subjects. This interdisciplinary approach not only reinforces the
practical application of language skills but also illustrates the relevance of these expressions
in various academic and professional contexts, fostering a holistic understanding of their
usage.

Community Involvement:

Extend the communicative approach beyond the classroom by involving the community.
Organize language events, guest speakers, or language exchange programs where students can
interact with native speakers and use phraseological units in authentic, real-world situations.
This exposure enhances their cultural and linguistic competence while reinforcing the
importance of effective communication.

Conclusion:




Embracing the communicative approach in teaching phraseological units opens avenues
for a more dynamic and effective language learning experience. By prioritizing real
communication, educators empower students not only to memorize expressions but to use them
confidently in diverse contexts. As language is a living entity shaped by culture and context,
integrating the communicative approach ensures that learners not only master phraseological
units but also develop the skills necessary for authentic and meaningful language use.
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