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Annotation: The article "The Classification of Affixes and Their Basic 

Peculiarities" delves into the intricate world of language morphology, focusing on the 

pivotal role played by affixes. The comprehensive exploration begins with a clear 

definition of affixes, emphasizing their transformative nature when added to base words. 

The article systematically navigates through the classification of affixes, categorizing them 

based on function and position within a word. The distinction between derivational and 

inflectional affixes provides a foundational understanding of how affixes contribute to both 

semantic shifts and grammatical nuances. The section on the basic peculiarities of affixes 

adds depth to the exploration, touching on productivity, allomorphy, compatibility, and 

ambiguity. The notion of productivity underscores the dynamic nature of language, 

showcasing how certain affixes are prolific in generating new words. Allomorphy sheds 

light on the nuanced variations that affixes can undergo based on their phonological 

environment, adding a layer of complexity to morphological analysis. The article also 

recognizes the significance of compatibility, elucidating that not all affixes seamlessly 

attach to any base word. This highlights the intricate rules governing the formation of 

words and contributes to a nuanced understanding of morphological structures. Moreover, 

the acknowledgment of ambiguity underscores the versatility of affixes, which can 

sometimes convey multiple meanings within different linguistic contexts.  
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Introduction: 

Language is a dynamic and complex system that evolves over time, incorporating 

various elements to convey meaning. One essential aspect of language structure is 

morphology, the study of word formation and the internal structure of words. Within 

morphology, affixes play a crucial role. Affixes are morphemes that can be added to a base 

word to modify its meaning or create a new word altogether. Understanding the 

classification of affixes and their basic peculiarities is fundamental to unraveling the 

intricacies of language morphology. 

Definition of Affixes: 

Affixes are morphological elements that attach to a base or root word, altering its 

meaning or grammatical category. There are two main types of affixes: prefixes, which 

attach to the beginning of a word, and suffixes, which attach to the end. Some languages 

also use infixes (inserted within the base word) and circumfixes (both prefixes and suffixes 

combined). 

II. Classification of Affixes: 

Based on Function: 

   Derivational Affixes: 

      - These affixes alter the meaning of the base word and often change its 

grammatical category. 

      - Example: "happy" (adjective) can become "happiness" (noun) with the addition 

of the derivational suffix "-ness." 

   Inflectional Affixes: 

      - These affixes primarily convey grammatical information, such as tense, 

number, case, or gender, without changing the core meaning of the word. 

      - Example: In English, the suffix "-s" can indicate plural (e.g., "cat" becomes 

"cats"). 

Based on Position: 

   Prefixes: 

      - Affixes that are added to the beginning of a base word. 

      - Example: "un-" in "undo." 

   Suffixes: 

      - Affixes that are added to the end of a base word. 
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      - Example: "-ly" in "quickly." 

   Infixes: 

      - Rarely used, infixes are inserted within the base word. 

      - Example: Tagalog "sina-": "lakad" (walk) becomes "sinalakad" (walked). 

   Circumfixes: 

      - Affixes that surround the base word, combining both prefixes and suffixes. 

      - Example: German "ge-...-t" in "machen" (to do) becomes "gemacht" (done). 

III. Basic Peculiarities of Affixes: 

Productivity: 

   - Some affixes are highly productive, meaning they can be freely used to create 

new words. For instance, the English suffix "-ize" can be added to various nouns to create 

verbs (e.g., "computerize," "customize"). 

Allomorphy: 

   - Affixes may have different forms, known as allomorphs, depending on the 

phonological context. For example, the English plural suffix can be "-s," "-es," or "-ies." 

Compatibility: 

   - Not all affixes can be attached to every base word. Affixes may have restrictions 

based on the grammatical or semantic properties of the base. 

Ambiguity: 

   - In some cases, a single affix can have multiple meanings, leading to ambiguity. 

For example, the English suffix "-ing" can indicate a continuous action (e.g., "running") or 

a gerund (e.g., "swimming is fun"). 

Beyond the basic classifications and peculiarities, the study of affixes reveals a 

fascinating array of morphological diversity across languages. Here are some additional 

insights into the rich landscape of affixation: 

Reduplication: 

   - Some languages employ reduplication, a process where all or part of a base word 

is repeated. Reduplication can serve various functions, including intensification, 

pluralization, or forming new lexical items. 

   - Example: In Malay, "rumah" (house) can become "rumah-rumah" to indicate 

multiple houses. 

Augmentation and Diminution: 
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   - Certain affixes are dedicated to indicating size or degree. Augmentative affixes 

increase the intensity or size of the base word, while diminutive affixes decrease it. 

   - Example: In Spanish, "casita" (little house) uses the diminutive suffix "-ita," 

while "casa" (house) remains the base form. 

Conjugation Affixes: 

   - Many languages use affixes to mark verb conjugations, indicating features like 

person, number, tense, and mood. These affixes play a crucial role in verb inflection. 

   - Example: In French, "parler" (to speak) conjugates to "parle" (I speak), "parles" 

(you speak), and so on. 

Innovative Affixation: 

   - Languages continually evolve, and speakers may creatively introduce new 

affixes or repurpose existing ones. These innovations can reflect shifts in societal trends, 

technological advancements, or cultural changes. 

   - Example: The blending of "smoke" and "fog" resulted in the neologism "smog," 

where "-g" can be seen as an innovative affix indicating a mixture. 

Loanword Adaptation: 

   - When languages borrow words from other languages, affixes may be added or 

modified to conform to the phonological and morphological patterns of the borrowing 

language. 

   - Example: The English word "ballet" was borrowed from French, and the English 

suffix "-ic" was added to form "balletic." 

Understanding the myriad ways in which affixes function across different languages 

adds depth to the exploration of linguistic diversity. The dynamic nature of language 

ensures that affixation remains a versatile and ever-evolving aspect of morphology, 

contributing to the richness and adaptability of human communication. 

Conclusion: 

The classification of affixes and their peculiarities provide valuable insights into the 

intricate world of language morphology. Understanding how affixes function, the types 

of modifications they bring to words, and the rules governing their usage contributes to a 

deeper comprehension of linguistic structures. As languages continue to evolve, the study 

of affixes remains a dynamic field, essential for linguists, language enthusiasts, and 

anyone seeking a richer understanding of language. 
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