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Annotation: This article explores the analysis of literary texts through the lens of 

universal grammar and cognitive aspects. The author delves into the underlying 

cognitive processes and universal linguistic principles reflected in the use of language 

in literary works. The discussion revolves around the following key points: 

1. Language Acquisition: The article examines how characters in literary texts 

acquire and use language, with a focus on instances where they demonstrate an innate 

understanding of linguistic structures, suggesting the presence of universal grammar at 

work. 

2. Grammatical Structures: The author discusses how complex or unconventional 

grammatical structures employed in literary texts align with or deviate from universal 

grammar principles, shedding light on the cognitive processes involved in language use. 

3. Meaning and Interpretation: The article explores how characters express and 

interpret meaning through language, considering how their use of language reflects 

cognitive processes related to categorization, memory, and problem-solving. 

4. Language and Thought: The text investigates the portrayal of the relationship 

between language and thought, examining whether the author suggests the existence of 

universal cognitive processes underlying language use and its impact on characters' 

ability to conceptualize and express their thoughts. 

Key words: Literary Analysis, Universal Grammar, Cognitive Aspects, 

Language Acquisition, Grammatical Structures, Meaning and Interpretation, Language 
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Literary analysis involves closely examining a piece of literature, interpreting its 

meanings, and delving into the reasons behind the author's creative decisions. This 

approach can be applied to various forms of literary writing, such as novels, short stories, 

plays, and poems. 
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A literary analysis essay is distinct from a rhetorical analysis or a mere plot 

summary or book review. Instead, it is an argumentative essay that requires analyzing 

elements such as language, perspective, and structure within the text. The goal is to 

elucidate how the author employs literary devices to create effects and convey ideas. 

Before embarking on a literary analysis essay, it's crucial to thoroughly read the 

text and formulate a focused thesis statement. Throughout the essay, adhere to the 

standard structure of an academic paper: 

- An introduction that outlines the essay's primary focus. 

- A main body comprising paragraphs that construct an argument using evidence 

from the text. 

- A conclusion that succinctly restates the main point demonstrated through the 

analysis. 

Step 1: Engaging with the text and recognizing literary techniques 

The initial step involves carefully engaging with the text(s) and making 

preliminary observations. While reading, it is important to identify elements that are 

particularly interesting, unexpected, or perplexing in the writing—these are aspects that 

can be explored further in your analysis. 

In literary analysis, the objective is not solely to recount the events depicted in the 

text, but to scrutinize the writing itself and examine how the text operates on a deeper 

level. Essentially, you are seeking out literary devices—linguistic components that 

authors utilize to convey significance and generate effects. When comparing and 

contrasting multiple texts, you can also seek connections between different works. 

To commence your analysis, there are several crucial areas that warrant attention. 

While examining each facet of the text, endeavor to contemplate their 

interconnectedness. It may be helpful to use highlights or annotations to keep track of 

significant passages and quotations. 

Consider the author's language style, whether it's straightforward or more intricate 

and evocative. Take note of the choice of words — are they unique or unexpected? Do 

they carry a symbolic or figurative meaning, such as metaphors and similes? 

Additionally, pay attention to recurring imagery that sets a particular mood or represents 

something significant. It's important to recognize that in literary texts, language often 

conveys meanings beyond the surface. 

Narrative Perspective 
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Explore the narrative voice by considering the entity telling the story and its 

manner. 

Identify whether the narration is from a first-person ("I") point of view, involving 

personal engagement, or from a third-person perspective, providing a distant portrayal 

of the characters. 

Examine the narrator's standpoint. Does the narrator possess omniscient 

knowledge of all characters and events, or is the information limited? Is the narrator 

potentially unreliable, conveying a distorted version of events? 

Analyze the text's tone. Pay attention to whether the story aims to evoke humor, 

tragedy, or a different emotional response, and whether serious subjects are treated with 

lightness or the opposite. Determine if the story is realistic, fantastical, or a blend of 

both. 

Structural Analysis 

Consider the text's structure and its connection to the narrative. 

Novels often feature divisions into chapters and parts, while poems are organized 

into lines, stanzas, and occasionally cantos. Plays are typically segmented into scenes 

and acts. 

Evaluate the reasons behind the author's choices for dividing the text in the 

specific manner observed. 

Other Structural Considerations 

Additionally, there are informal structural components that warrant attention. Is 

the story presented in a linear fashion, or does it involve time jumps? Does it commence 

in medias res, in the midst of the action? Does the plot progress towards a distinct 

climax? 

When dealing with poetry, examine how the rhyme and meter influence your 

interpretation of the text and your perception of its tone. Reading the poem aloud can 

provide insight into these elements. 

In a play, reflect on how character relationships develop across different scenes 

and how the setting connects to the unfolding action. Look out for instances of dramatic 

irony, where the audience possesses knowledge that the characters do not, resulting in a 

dual meaning in their words, thoughts, or actions. 
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Step 2: In a literary analysis essay, your thesis is the central argument you want 

to present about the text. It serves as the guiding point for your essay and helps to avoid 

it from becoming just a series of random observations about the text. 

If you are given a prompt for your essay, your thesis should respond to or be 

related to the prompt. For instance: 

Prompt: Is Franz Kafka’s “Before the Law” a religious parable? 

Your thesis statement should not be a simple yes or no, but a statement explaining 

why this is or isn’t the case: 

Thesis Statement: Franz Kafka’s “Before the Law” is not a religious parable, but 

a narrative about bureaucratic alienation. 

In other cases, when you have the freedom to choose your own topic, you will 

need to come up with an original thesis. Reflect on what caught your attention in the 

text; ask yourself questions about the aspects that intrigued you, and consider how you 

would address them. 

Your thesis should present a debatable claim—something you believe to be true 

about the text, but not simply a matter of fact. It must be complex enough to be 

developed through evidence and arguments throughout your essay. 

Step 3: Crafting a Title and Opening Statement 

In commencing your literary analysis paper, you'll require two essential elements: 

a strong title and an introduction. 

The Title 

Your title should effectively convey the focus of your analysis, typically including 

the author's name and the relevant text(s). It should be succinct and captivating. 

A common method for titling is to incorporate a pertinent quote from the text, 

followed by a colon and the remainder of your title. 

If you encounter difficulty in initially devising a suitable title, fret not—this 

process often becomes more manageable once the essay writing has commenced, and 

your arguments have taken shape. 

Step 4: Formulating the Main Content of the Essay 

The main body of your essay encompasses everything between the introduction 

and conclusion, comprising your arguments and the textual evidence substantiating 

them. 

Paragraph Organization 



 

 

437 

"YANGI O‘ZBEKISTONDA TABIIY VA IJTIMOIY-GUMANITAR 

FANLAR" RESPUBLIKA ILMIY-AMALIY KONFERENSIYASI 

Volume 1, Issue 8, Dekabr 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A standard format for a high school literary analysis essay includes five 

paragraphs: the introduction, three body paragraphs, and the conclusion. 

Each main body paragraph should center on a distinct topic. In the five-paragraph 

structure, aim to segment your argument into three primary areas of analysis, all 

interconnected to your thesis. Focus on incorporating analysis that reinforces your 

argument, rather than attempting to include all possible points concerning the text. 

In lengthier essays, this principle extends to a broader scope. For instance, you 

may have two or three segments in your main body, each comprising multiple 

paragraphs. Even within these segments, it's essential to commence new paragraphs at 

logical junctures, such as a shift in the argument or the introduction of a fresh concept. 

Step 5: Crafting a Conclusion 

The conclusion of your analysis should refrain from introducing new quotes or 

arguments. Rather, it serves as a wrap-up for the essay. Here, you recap your main points 

and strive to underscore their relevance to the reader. 

An effective method is to succinctly summarize your primary arguments and then 

underscore the conclusion they have led you to, highlighting the fresh perspective your 

thesis offers on the text as a whole. 
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