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Introduction. Pharmaceutical terminology is a specialized language used in the 

field of pharmacy and healthcare to describe various aspects of medicines, their 

development, and their use. This language is crucial for healthcare professionals, 

pharmacists, researchers, and anyone involved in the pharmaceutical industry. 

Main Body. 

1. Active Ingredient: The active ingredient is the component in a medication that 

produces its therapeutic effect. It is the substance responsible for treating a specific 

medical condition. 

2. Generic Drug: A generic drug is a medication that is bioequivalent to a brand-

name (innovator) drug in terms of safety, efficacy, and quality. Generic drugs are often 

more affordable than their brand-name counterparts. 

3. Dosage Form: This term refers to the physical form in which a medication is 

presented for administration. Common dosage forms include tablets, capsules, syrups, 

and injections. 

4. Pharmacokinetics: Pharmacokinetics is the study of how the body absorbs, 

distributes, metabolizes, and eliminates a drug. It helps determine the appropriate 

dosing regimen. 

5. Side Effects: These are unintended and often undesirable effects of a 

medication. They may occur in addition to the desired therapeutic effect. 

6. Over-the-Counter (OTC): OTC drugs are available without a prescription and 

can be purchased directly by consumers for self-treatment of common ailments. 

7. Prescription (Rx): Prescription drugs are medications that require a healthcare 

provider's written order (prescription) for dispensing. These are typically used for more 

serious or complex medical conditions. 
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8. Placebo: A placebo is a non-active substance, often a sugar pill, given in 

clinical trials to assess the effectiveness of a new drug. It is used to compare the results 

and determine if the new drug is more effective than the placebo. 

9. Pharmacovigilance: This is the science and activities related to the detection, 

assessment, understanding, and prevention of adverse effects or any other drug-related 

problems. 

10. Formulary: A formulary is a list of approved drugs used by healthcare 

organizations or insurance providers. It helps guide healthcare professionals in 

prescribing and dispensing medications. 

11. Biopharmaceuticals (Biologics): Biopharmaceuticals are drugs produced 

using living organisms, often through biotechnology methods. They are used to treat 

complex conditions like cancer and autoimmune diseases. 

12. Compliance: Medication compliance or adherence is the extent to which a 

patient follows the prescribed dosage and instructions for taking a medication. 

Conclusion. If the noun is plural and accusative, the adjective must also be plural 

and accusative in writing prescription. In short, pharmaceutical understanding the 

comparative degrees of adjectives and their coordination with fifth declension nouns is 

essential to mastering Latin grammar. By following the rules of proper gender, number, 

and case, students can accurately form comparisons and coordinates of adjectives and 

nouns. Practicing and learning these concepts will help you master Latin. 
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