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Annotation: This article explores the stylistics of humor in contemporary 

literature, examining how modern authors employ various techniques to create humor 

that entertains, critiques, and reflects on societal issues. It covers key stylistic elements 

such as irony, wordplay, exaggeration, parody, and dark humor, highlighting how these 

tools are used to deepen the narrative and engage readers. The article also discusses 

how cultural and social contexts shape the humor found in contemporary works, 

particularly in relation to identity, politics, and technology. Ultimately, the article 

demonstrates that humor in contemporary literature is not only a source of amusement 

but also a powerful means of exploring complex themes and connecting with readers 

on a deeper level. 
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The Stylistics of Humor in Contemporary Literature 

Humor has long been a vital element of literature, serving as a mirror to society, a 

means of critique, and a source of entertainment. In contemporary literature, the 

stylistics of humor have evolved to reflect the complexities of modern life, blending 

traditional techniques with innovative approaches to resonate with today’s readers. 

This article explores the stylistic features and techniques authors use to create humor 

in contemporary works, along with their significance in enriching narratives and 

engaging audiences. 

The Multifaceted Nature of Humor in Literature 



FAN, TA’LIM, TEXNOLOGIYA VA ISHLAB CHIQARISH 
INTEGRATSIYASI ASOSIDA RIVOJLANISH ISTIQBOLLARI  

VOLUME-2, ISSUE-1 

 

112 
 

Humor in contemporary literature is diverse, ranging from subtle irony to outright 

absurdity. It is employed not only for amusement but also to highlight social issues, 

challenge norms, and explore human vulnerabilities. Unlike in earlier periods where 

humor was often confined to specific genres like satire or comedy, modern authors 

seamlessly weave humor into various forms, including drama, science fiction, and even 

tragedy. 

Key Stylistic Techniques of Humor 

Irony and Satire 

Irony remains one of the most powerful tools for humor in contemporary literature. 

Authors use verbal irony, situational irony, and dramatic irony to create layers of 

meaning, often critiquing societal norms or exposing human folly. Satire, as an 

extension of irony, targets institutions, ideologies, or cultural practices, blending 

humor with sharp criticism. Works by writers such as George Saunders and Paul Beatty 

exemplify this technique, delivering biting humor that compels readers to think 

critically. 

Wordplay and Puns 

The clever manipulation of language is a hallmark of literary humor. Wordplay, puns, 

and malapropisms engage readers by subverting linguistic expectations. Contemporary 

authors like Ali Smith utilize wordplay not just for comic relief but also as a means to 

explore themes of identity and communication. 

Exaggeration and Hyperbole 

Exaggeration amplifies absurdity and can transform mundane situations into 

hilariously surreal experiences. Writers such as Kevin Wilson and Jenny Lawson use 

hyperbole to highlight the quirks of their characters or the absurdities of modern life, 

creating humor that is both relatable and larger-than-life. 

Parody and Intertextuality 

Parody involves mimicking established works, genres, or styles to create humor. 

Intertextuality, where texts reference or echo other texts, enriches humor by inviting 

readers to recognize and appreciate the underlying connections. For example, Jasper 

Fforde’s Thursday Next series masterfully blends parody and intertextuality, creating 

a comedic narrative that also celebrates literary tradition. 
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Dark Humor 

The rise of dark humor in contemporary literature reflects a world grappling with 

complex realities. Authors use this style to address taboo subjects, existential anxieties, 

and societal dysfunctions. Through an unsettling blend of comedy and tragedy, writers 

like Ottessa Moshfegh and Sam Lipsyte provide a lens to examine life’s darker sides 

while making readers laugh in spite of themselves. 

The Role of Context and Culture 

Contemporary humor is deeply tied to cultural and social contexts. It often addresses 

pressing issues such as politics, identity, and technology. For instance, humor in 

diasporic literature frequently engages with themes of displacement, cultural clashes, 

and identity negotiation. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s works subtly incorporate 

humor to address serious themes, making them more accessible and impactful. 

Similarly, the digital age has influenced the stylistics of humor. The fragmented, 

meme-like nature of online discourse has permeated contemporary writing, leading to 

narratives that are punchy, self-aware, and rich in pop culture references. 

The Impact of Humor in Modern Storytelling 

Humor in contemporary literature serves multiple purposes. It acts as a tool for 

character development, revealing flaws, quirks, and humanity. It creates an emotional 

balance, providing relief in otherwise heavy narratives. Furthermore, humor fosters a 

connection between author and reader, breaking down barriers and inviting shared 

laughter. 

Conclusion 

The stylistics of humor in contemporary literature are as varied and dynamic as the 

times we live in. By blending traditional techniques with innovative approaches, 

modern authors craft humor that entertains, challenges, and inspires. Whether through 

biting satire, playful wordsmithing, or poignant dark humor, the use of humor in 

literature continues to be a powerful means of exploring the human condition and 

reflecting the world around us. In an era where storytelling often seeks to address the 

complexities of modern existence, humor stands out as a vital literary tool for fostering 

resilience and connection. Its ability to traverse the spectrum of emotions—from joy 
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to discomfort—ensures its continued relevance in contemporary literature. By 

embracing humor's myriad forms, authors not only entertain but also invite readers to 

reflect on their own lives and the society they inhabit. As contemporary literature 

evolves, the stylistics of humor will undoubtedly continue to innovate, proving its 

enduring power to illuminate, challenge, and unite. 
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