
FAN, TA’LIM, TEXNOLOGIYA VA ISHLAB CHIQARISH 
INTEGRATSIYASI ASOSIDA RIVOJLANISH ISTIQBOLLARI 

220 

THE ROLE OF ADVERBIAL CLAUSES AND CLEFT SENTENCES IN 

COMPLEX SENTENCE FORMATION 

                                      Teshaboyeva Nafisa Zubaydulla qizi  

Jizzakh branch of the National  

University of Uzbekistan named after Mirzo Ulugbek 

   The faculty of Psychology, department of Foreign languages                                                                           

       Phylology and foreign languages 

Asilova Yulduz Anvar qizi  

Student of group 302-21  

 

Annotation: This article provides a detailed exploration of complex 

sentences with adverbial clauses and cleft sentences, focusing on their structure, 

purpose, and practical applications. It begins by defining complex sentences and 

categorizing adverbial clauses into five types: time, place, reason, purpose, and 

condition. Examples are included to illustrate their use in various contexts. The 

article then transitions to cleft sentences, explaining their role in emphasizing 

specific elements of a sentence. Key types of cleft constructions, such as it-clefts 

and what-clefts, are discussed with examples. The piece concludes with practical 

advice, emphasizing the importance of these structures in enhancing writing 

clarity and variety. This resource is particularly useful for students, writers, and 

anyone looking to improve their grammatical precision and stylistic fluency in 

English. 
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Understanding Complex Sentences and Cleft Sentences: A Comprehensive 

Guide 

In English grammar, understanding complex sentence structures is key to 

developing fluency and sophistication in your writing. Among the most common 

types of complex sentences are those with adverbial clauses of time, place, 

reason, purpose, and condition. Another important advanced structure is cleft 
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sentences, which are used for emphasis. This article explores these grammatical 

features in depth with examples. 

Complex Sentences with Adverbial Clauses 

A complex sentence is formed by combining an independent clause with one or 

more dependent (subordinate) clauses. Adverbial clauses are a type of 

subordinate clause that function as adverbs, providing more information about 

the main verb in terms of time, place, reason, purpose, or condition. 

a) Adverbial Clauses of Time 

Adverbial clauses of time describe when the action of the main clause takes 

place. They are introduced by subordinating conjunctions like when, while, 

after, before, since, until, as soon as, or whenever. 

• Examples:  

o I stayed at home until the rain stopped. 

o After she finished her homework, she went to bed. 

o He called me as soon as he arrived. 

b) Adverbial Clauses of Place 

These clauses indicate where the action of the main clause occurs and are 

introduced by conjunctions such as where or wherever. 

• Examples:  

o You can sit wherever you feel comfortable. 

o The treasure was hidden where no one could find it. 

c) Adverbial Clauses of Reason 

Adverbial clauses of reason explain why something happens, often introduced 

by conjunctions like because, since, or as. 

• Examples:  

o He didn’t attend the meeting because he was unwell. 

o Since it was raining, we decided to stay indoors. 

o I left early as I had another appointment. 

d) Adverbial Clauses of Purpose 
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These clauses describe the purpose of the main action, often introduced by so 

that or in order that. 

• Examples:  

o She spoke slowly so that everyone could understand her. 

o They practice every day in order that they can win the 

tournament. 

e) Adverbial Clauses of Condition 

Adverbial clauses of condition express conditions under which the main clause 

occurs. They are introduced by subordinating conjunctions like if, unless, 

provided that, or as long as. 

• Examples:  

o If you study hard, you will pass the exam. 

o I won’t go unless you come with me. 

o You can borrow my car as long as you return it by tonight. 

Cleft Sentences 

A cleft sentence is a construction that divides a single clause into two parts to 

emphasize a specific element of the sentence. It often begins with phrases like It 

is/was... or What.... 

Types of Cleft Sentences: 

a) It-Cleft Sentences 

In these sentences, the focus is placed on a particular word or phrase by placing 

it after It is/was. 

• Examples:  

o It was John who fixed the car. 

o It is the weekend that I look forward to the most. 

b) What-Cleft Sentences 

These sentences emphasize a particular idea using the construction What... 

is/was.... 
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• Examples:  

o What I need is a good night’s sleep. 

o What he loves most is cooking Italian food. 

c) Other Cleft Variations 

Other types of cleft constructions include All-clefts and Wh-clefts: 

• All-cleft: All I want is some peace and quiet. 

• Wh-cleft: Where I’m happiest is by the beach. 

Combining Complex Sentences and Cleft Sentences 

For added complexity and style, adverbial clauses can be combined with cleft 

constructions. 

• Example:  

o It was because of the storm that the flight was delayed. 

o What I remember most is how beautiful the sunset was. 

Conclusion 

Mastering complex sentences with adverbial clauses and cleft sentences can 

elevate your writing by making it more nuanced and precise. While adverbial 

clauses enrich the main idea by adding details of time, place, reason, purpose, or 

condition, cleft sentences allow you to emphasize specific parts of your message. 

Practice integrating these structures into your writing to communicate 

effectively and with sophistication. Understanding and using complex sentences 

with adverbial clauses and cleft sentences is not only about mastering grammar 

rules but also about enhancing your communication skills. These structures 

allow you to convey detailed information, highlight important points, and add 

variety to your writing. By practicing these sentence types, you can make your 

writing more engaging, persuasive, and precise. Whether you're writing 

academic essays, creative stories, or professional documents, these tools will 

help you articulate ideas clearly and effectively. Keep experimenting with these 

structures to refine your style and captivate your audience! 
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