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Abstract: This article explores the topic of verbs, focusing on the different types of 

verbs that exist in the English language. The abstract provides an overview of the various 

categories of verbs and their functions, highlighting the importance of understanding verb 

usage for effective communication. 
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola ingliz tilida mavjud bo'lgan turli xil fe'llarga e'tibor 

qaratib, fe'llar mavzusini o'rganadi. Abstrakt fe'llarning turli toifalari va ularning 

vazifalari haqida umumiy ma'lumot beradi, samarali muloqot qilish uchun fe'ldan 

foydalanishni tushunish muhimligini ta'kidlaydi. 

Kalit so’zlar: Fe’llar, fe’l turlari, effektiv muloqot, aktiv fe’llar, modal fe’llar, 

qo’shimcha fe’llar, o’timli va o’timsiz fe’llar. 

Аннотация: В этой статье исследуется тема глаголов, уделяя особое 

внимание различным глаголам, доступным в английском языке. Аннотация 

представляет собой обзор различных категорий глаголов и их функций, 

подчеркивая важность понимания использования глаголов для эффективного 

общения. 

Ключевые слова: глаголы, виды глаголов, эффективная коммуникация, 

активные глаголы, модальные глаголы, вспомогательные глаголы, переходные и 

непереходные глаголы. 

INTRODUCTION 

Verbs are an essential component of the English language, serving as the backbone 

of sentences and providing action and meaning to our communication. Understanding the 

different types of verbs is crucial for mastering the intricacies of grammar and enhancing 

our ability to express ourselves effectively. In this article, we will delve into the various 

categories of verbs that exist in English, exploring their functions and nuances to shed 
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light on how these dynamic words shape our language. By gaining a deeper 

understanding of the diverse roles that verbs play in our everyday speech and writing, we 

can enrich our linguistic skills and enhance our communication with others. 

MAIN BODY 

Verbs are versatile words that play a crucial role in forming sentences and 

conveying actions, states, or occurrences. In English grammar, verbs are categorized into 

various types based on their functions and forms. Understanding the different types of 

verbs is essential for mastering the intricacies of language and effectively expressing 

ideas.1 Here are some common types of verbs: 

1. Action Verbs: 

Action verbs, as the name suggests, express physical or mental actions. They 

describe what the subject of the sentence is doing. Examples of action verbs include 

"run," "jump," "eat," "think," "write," and "sing." These verbs add movement and 

dynamism to sentences, helping to paint a vivid picture of the actions taking place. 

2. Linking Verbs: 

Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence to a subject complement, which 

further describes or renames the subject. Linking verbs do not show action but instead 

serve to link the subject to additional information. Common linking verbs include "be," 

"seem," "appear," "become," and "feel." For example, in the sentence "She is happy," the 

linking verb "is" connects the subject "She" to the adjective "happy." 

3. Helping Verbs (Auxiliary Verbs): 

Helping verbs, also known as auxiliary verbs, work in conjunction with main verbs 

to express various tenses, moods, voices, and aspects. They help convey shades of 

meaning and provide additional information about the action or state of being. Examples 

of helping verbs include "is," "have," "will," "can," "may," and "should." In the sentence 

"He is eating dinner," the helping verb "is" helps to indicate the present progressive tense. 

4. Modal Verbs: 

Modal verbs are a special category of auxiliary verbs that express necessity, 

possibility, ability, permission, or obligation. Modal verbs include "can," "could," "may," 

"might," "must," "shall," "should," "will," and "would." These verbs add nuances to 

                                                           
1 Betti, Mohammed Jasim, 1998. English sentence patterns as viewed by Nine Structuralists: Exposition and 

Discussion. Qadisiya Journal, 1, 1, 1-13.  
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statements and indicate the speaker's attitude towards the action. For instance, in the 

sentence "You should study for your exam," the modal verb "should" conveys advice or 

recommendation. 

5. Transitive and Intransitive Verbs: 

Verbs can also be classified as transitive or intransitive based on their relationship 

to objects in a sentence. Transitive verbs require a direct object to complete their 

meaning, while intransitive verbs do not require an object.2 For example, in the sentence 

"She read a book" (transitive), the verb "read" requires the direct object "a book." In 

contrast, in the sentence "He sleeps peacefully" (intransitive), the verb "sleeps" does not 

need an object. 

Understanding the various types of verbs allows us to construct clear and coherent 

sentences, convey precise meanings, and enhance our communication skills. By 

recognizing the roles that different types of verbs play in language, we can effectively 

express actions, states, and relationships within our speech and writing. Mastering the 

nuances of verb usage empowers us to communicate with clarity and precision, enriching 

our interactions with others and strengthening our command of the English language. 

Action verbs are words that express physical or mental actions, such as running, 

jumping, eating, thinking, writing, singing, and so on. These verbs describe what the 

subject of the sentence is doing or experiencing. Action verbs add movement, energy, and 

dynamism to sentences, helping to convey a sense of action and activity.3 Here are a few 

examples of action verbs in sentences: 

1. She runs every morning before work. 

2. The children are playing in the park. 

3. He is studying for his exams. 

4. The birds chirped loudly in the trees. 

5. The chef is cooking a delicious meal in the kitchen. 

Action verbs are essential for conveying actions, events, and processes in language. 

They help bring sentences to life by showing what is happening and engaging the reader 

or listener with vivid descriptions of activities. By using action verbs effectively, writers 

                                                           
2 Carnie Andrew, 2005. Syntax: a Generative Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell. 
3 Hudson, Grover, 2000. Essential Introductory Linguistics. Oxford: Blackwell. 
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and speakers can create dynamic and engaging narratives that capture the attention of 

their audience. 

  Linking verbs. Linking verbs are verbs that connect the subject of a sentence 

to a noun, pronoun, or adjective that renames or describes the subject. Linking verbs do 

not show action; instead, they link the subject to a state of being or condition. Some 

common linking verbs include "is," "am," "are," "was," "were," "become," "seem," 

"appear," "feel," "look," and "sound." 

Here are a few examples of sentences with linking verbs: 

1. She is a doctor. 

2. The flowers smell lovely. 

3. He appears tired. 

4. The cake tastes delicious. 

5. The weather seems nice today. 

In these sentences, the linking verbs (is, smell, appears, tastes, seems) connect the 

subject to a description or state of being. Linking verbs are important for expressing 

relationships between the subject and the words that describe or identify it. They help 

provide more information about the subject and can help convey emotions, perceptions, 

or conditions in a sentence. It's important to note that some verbs can function as both 

action verbs and linking verbs depending on how they are used in a sentence.4 

Understanding the difference between action verbs and linking verbs can help you 

construct clear and effective sentences in your writing. 

Auxiliary verbs. Auxiliary verbs, also known as helping verbs, are verbs that are 

used alongside main verbs to form different verb tenses, moods, voices, and aspects. 

Auxiliary verbs help convey additional information about the main verb, such as when an 

action takes place, whether it is ongoing or completed, or the likelihood of it happening. 

Auxiliary verbs do not typically have a meaning of their own but work together with the 

main verb to create a more nuanced expression. 

Some common auxiliary verbs in English include: 

                                                           
4 Igaab, Zainab Kadim and Tarrad, 2015. A contrastive study of Acronomy in English. Diwaniya: Dar Nippur. 
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1. "be" (am, is, are, was, were) - used to form continuous tenses (e.g., I am 

reading), passive voice (e.g., The book was written), and progressive forms (e.g., She is 

singing). 

2. "have" (have, has, had) - used to form perfect tenses (e.g., They have eaten), 

perfect progressive tenses (e.g., She has been waiting), and the present perfect continuous 

tense (e.g., We have been studying). 

3. "do" (do, does, did) - used in questions, negatives, and emphatic statements (e.g., 

Do you like ice cream? He does not know the answer). 

Auxiliary verbs can also include modal verbs such as "can," "could," "may," 

"might," "shall," "should," "will," "would," "must," and "ought to." Modal verbs express 

possibility, necessity, permission, obligation, or ability. 

Here are some examples of sentences with auxiliary verbs: 

1. She is studying for her exams. (The auxiliary verb "is" helps form the present 

continuous tense.) 

2. They have finished their project. (The auxiliary verb "have" helps form the 

present perfect tense.) 

3. We should go to the store. (The auxiliary verb "should" expresses advice or 

recommendation.) 

Understanding auxiliary verbs and how they work with main verbs can help you 

accurately convey different nuances in your writing and speaking.  

Modal verbs. Modal verbs are a type of auxiliary verb that express the speaker's 

attitude towards the action or state described by the main verb. Modal verbs are used to 

convey various meanings such as possibility, necessity, permission, obligation, ability, 

and likelihood.5 They add nuance to the main verb and indicate the speaker's perspective 

on the action or state being described. 

Some common modal verbs in English include: 

1. "can" - expresses ability or possibility (e.g., She can swim.) 

2. "could" - expresses past ability or possibility, polite requests, or suggestions 

(e.g., Could you help me?) 

                                                           
5 Nordquist, Richard. “10 Types of verbs”. Thought co, Aug. 28,2020, thoughtco.com/types of verbs and counting 

– 1691288. 
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3. "may" - expresses possibility, permission, or polite requests (e.g., You may leave 

early.) 

4. "might" - expresses possibility or uncertainty (e.g., It might rain tomorrow.) 

5. "shall" - expresses future intention or offers (e.g., Shall we go for a walk?) 

6. "should" - expresses advice, recommendation, or obligation (e.g., You should eat 

more vegetables.) 

7. "will" - expresses future intention, willingness, or prediction (e.g., I will call you 

later.) 

8. "would" - expresses polite requests, hypothetical situations, or preferences (e.g., 

Would you like some tea?) 

9. "must" - expresses strong necessity or deduction (e.g., You must wear a 

seatbelt.) 

10. "ought to" - expresses advice, recommendation, or obligation (e.g., You ought 

to apologize.) 

Modal verbs are often used in combination with the base form of the main verb and 

do not take an "-s" in the third person singular form. They can also be used to form 

negative sentences and questions. 

Here are some examples of sentences with modal verbs: 

1. She can speak French fluently. 

2. You should study for your exams. 

3. They may arrive late. 

4. We must finish this project by tomorrow. 

5. I would like a cup of coffee. 

Understanding modal verbs and their usage can help you express different shades 

of meaning and communicate more effectively in English. 

Transitive and intransitive verbs. Verbs in English can be classified into two main 

categories: transitive verbs and intransitive verbs. The distinction between transitive and 

intransitive verbs is based on the type of action they describe and whether they require an 

object to complete their meaning. 
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1. Transitive Verbs: 

Transitive verbs are action verbs that require a direct object to complete their 

meaning. A direct object is the noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb.6 In 

other words, transitive verbs transfer the action from the subject to the direct object. Here 

are some examples of transitive verbs: 

- She ate the apple. (The verb "ate" is transitive, and "the apple" is the direct 

object.) 

- He reads the book. (The verb "reads" is transitive, and "the book" is the direct 

object.) 

- They painted the wall. (The verb "painted" is transitive, and "the wall" is the 

direct object.) 

 

2. Intransitive Verbs: 

Intransitive verbs are action verbs that do not require a direct object to complete 

their meaning. These verbs express an action or state that does not transfer to an object. 

Intransitive verbs can stand alone in a sentence without needing a direct object. Here are 

some examples of intransitive verbs: 

- She sleeps. (The verb "sleeps" is intransitive as it does not require a direct object.) 

- He laughed loudly. (The verb "laughed" is intransitive as it does not transfer the 

action to an object.) 

- They arrived early. (The verb "arrived" is intransitive as it does not have a direct 

object.) 

It's important to note that some verbs can function as both transitive and 

intransitive depending on how they are used in a sentence. For example: 

- He runs every morning. (intransitive - no direct object) 

- He runs a marathon. (transitive - "a marathon" is the direct object) 

Understanding the distinction between transitive and intransitive verbs can help 

you construct grammatically correct sentences and convey your intended meaning clearly 

in English. 

                                                           
6 Quick Randolph, 1978. A comprehensive grammar of English language. London: Longman. 
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Verbs play a crucial role in the English language as they are essential for 

expressing actions, states, events, or relationships in a sentence. Verbs are the main 

components of sentences and are often referred to as the "action words" because they 

describe what the subject of the sentence is doing or experiencing. 

Here are some key roles that verbs play in English: 

1. Expressing Actions: Verbs are used to describe actions that a subject performs. 

For example, in the sentence "She dances gracefully," the verb "dances" expresses the 

action that the subject "She" is performing. 

2. Showing States: Verbs can also describe states or conditions of the subject. For 

example, in the sentence "He is happy," the verb "is" shows the state of happiness of the 

subject "He." 

3. Indicating Time: Verbs can indicate the time at which an action takes place, 

whether it is in the past, present, or future. Different verb tenses (such as past, present, 

and future) help convey when an action occurred. 

4. Creating Voice: Verbs can also create different voices in a sentence, such as 

active voice (the subject performs the action) and passive voice (the subject receives the 

action). 

5. Forming Questions: Verbs are crucial for forming questions in English. By 

changing the order of words or using auxiliary verbs, questions can be formed to inquire 

about actions, states, or events. 

6. Connecting Ideas: Verbs play a role in connecting ideas within a sentence or 

between sentences. Linking verbs (e.g., "is," "seem," "become") connect the subject to a 

subject complement, which provides more information about the subject. 

7. Providing Descriptions: Verbs can be used to provide descriptions or details 

about actions or states. For example, adverbs can modify verbs to provide information 

about how an action is performed (e.g., "quickly ran"). 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, verbs play a pivotal role in the English language by serving as the 

essential components that express actions, states, events, or relationships in a sentence. As 

the "action words" of a sentence, verbs are crucial for conveying what the subject is doing 

or experiencing. Understanding the different types of verbs is key to mastering English 

grammar and effectively communicating ideas. Various types of verbs exist, each serving 
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a specific function in a sentence. Action verbs describe physical or mental actions 

performed by the subject, while linking verbs connect the subject to a subject 

complement, providing additional information about the subject. Helping verbs, also 

known as auxiliary verbs, assist main verbs in expressing various tenses, moods, or 

voices. Modal verbs express possibility, necessity, permission, or ability in a sentence. 

Verbs also play a significant role in indicating time through different verb tenses, 

such as past, present, and future. By changing the form of the verb, speakers can convey 

when an action occurred or will occur. Verbs are also instrumental in forming questions, 

creating voice distinctions like active and passive voice, and connecting ideas within a 

sentence. 

Overall, verbs are indispensable for constructing coherent and meaningful 

sentences in English. They provide the necessary framework for expressing actions, 

states, events, or relationships and are essential for effective communication. By 

understanding the theme of verbs and the various types of verbs available, individuals can 

enhance their language proficiency and convey their thoughts and ideas with clarity and 

precision. Mastering the intricacies of verbs is fundamental to becoming proficient in 

English grammar and communication. 
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