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Annotation: The English language has a unique characteristic in the way it 

forms, words and constructs sentences. Wordformation is the process of creating new 

words from the material available in the language after certain structural and semantic 

formulas and patterns. Present-day English has some processes of word formation. 

Language is a dynamic system that evolves over time, and one of the key aspects of 

its evolution is the formation of new words. While primary word formation involves 

creating words from scratch, secondary word formation focuses on modifying or 

expanding existing words. Through processes such as conversion, derivation, 

compounding, and blending, secondary word formation adds richness and versatility 

to our language. In this article, we will delve into the intriguing realm of secondary 

ways of word formation. 
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Word formation is a fundamental aspect of language that allows us to create 

new words and expand our vocabulary. While primary word formation involves the 

formation of words from basic morphological elements, secondary word formation 

involves the creation of new words through various grammatical and semantic 

processes. This article aims to delve into the world of secondary word formation, 

exploring its different methods and shedding light on its significance in language 

development. The English language has a unique characteristic in the way it forms, 

words and constructs sentences. Word formation is the process of creating new words 

from the material available in the language after certain structural and semantic 

formulas and patterns. Present-day English has some processes of word formation. 

Language is a dynamic system that evolves over time, and one of the key aspects of 

its evolution is the formation of new words. While primary word formation involves 

creating words from scratch, secondary word formation focuses on modifying or 

expanding existing words. Through processes such as conversion, derivation, 

compounding, and blending, secondary word formation adds richness and versatility 

to our language. 
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Secondary ways of word formation refer to the processes by which new words 

are created in a language through means other than primary word formation. While 

primary word formation involves the combination of basic morphological elements 

like roots, prefixes, and suffixes, secondary word formation encompasses various 

grammatical and semantic processes. 

Some common secondary ways of word formation include: 

1. Conversion: This process involves the change of a word from one 

grammatical category to another without adding or removing any affixes. For 

example, the noun "email" can be converted into a verb by using it to mean the action 

of sending an electronic message. 

2. Back-Formation: Back-formation occurs when a new word is created by 

removing what is perceived as an affix from an existing word. For instance, the noun 

"editor" gave rise to the verb "edit" by removing the "-or" suffix. 

3. Compounding: Compounding involves the combination of two or more 

words to create a new word with a distinct meaning. For example, "blackboard" 

combines the words "black" and "board" to refer to a surface that can be written on 

with chalk. 

4. Clipping: Clipping refers to shortening a word by removing one or more 

syllables. For instance, "advertisement" becomes "ad" and "television" becomes 

"TV". 

5. Acronyms and Initialisms: Acronyms are formed by taking the initial letters 

of a series of words and pronouncing them as a single word, like "NASA" (National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration). Initialisms, on the other hand, are 

pronounced by saying the individual letter names, like "FBI" (Federal Bureau of 

Investigation). 

6. Blending: Blending involves combining parts of two words to create a new 

word with a fused meaning. For example, "smog" is a blend of "smoke" and "fog". 

7. Borrowing: Borrowing, also known as loanwords, involves the adoption of 

words from other languages. English has borrowed numerous words from other 

languages, such as "pajama" from Hindi and "croissant" from French. 

8. Coinage: Coinage refers to the creation of completely new words that have 

no prior etymology. It is often employed for brand names or unique products, like 

"Kleenex" or "Xerox". 

Secondary word formation plays a vital role in language development by 

allowing speakers to create new words and expand their vocabulary in response to 

evolving needs and concepts. It adds richness and versatility to language, enabling 
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more nuanced communication and expression. A comprehensive understanding of 

secondary ways of word formation enhances our grasp of language structure and 

usage, deepening our appreciation of its dynamic nature. 

Language is a dynamic entity, constantly evolving and adapting to the needs of 

its speakers. Word formation, a vital component of language development, enables us 

to expand our linguistic inventory and communicate in ever-changing contexts. While 

primary word formation accounts for the basic building blocks of language, secondary 

word formation plays a crucial role in the creation of new words through various 

processes. Let's explore some of the significant methods of secondary word 

formation. Secondary word formation is of significant importance in language 

development. It allows speakers to express nuanced ideas, adapt language to changing 

circumstances, and enhance communication efficiency. Understanding the various 

methods of secondary word formation enriches our understanding of language 

structure and usage, enabling us to become more adept communicators. 

In conclusion, secondary word formation provides us with the tools to expand 

our linguistic repertoire and adapt our language to novel contexts. Affixation, 

compounding, conversion, derivation, and back-formation all contribute to the 

creation of new words, fostering language development and facilitating effective 

communication. As we explore the intricate mechanisms of word formation, we gain 

a deeper insight into the remarkable complexity and versatility of language. 
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