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Annotation 

This article about the description of Gustave Flaubertʼs "Madame Bovary"and 

Leo Tolstoyʼs Anna Karenina books. The most powerful thing is in the world Literature. 

It can stop wars, struggles, and any problems. Literature is a hero of our life. It is a 

teacher, it is a friend and anything which is close you. It contains authentic works that 

have passed the test of time. Gustave Flobertʼs "Madame Bovary" and Leo Tolstoyʼs 

"Anna Karenina" are two timeless classics that explore the themes of affection, love, 

tensions, adultery and societal expectations. This essay aims to compare the characters, 

events, narrative styles in Madame Bovary and Anna Karenina. Highlighting the 

differences  and similarities between these masterpieces of Literature.This comparative 

analysis aims to examine the similarities and differences in the portrayal of Emma 

Bovary and Anna Karenina, shedding light on themes such as love, societal 

expectations, and the consequences of pursuing forbidden desires. 
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Gustave Flaubert and Leo Tolstoy were both influential authors of the 19th 

century, and they shared several similarities in their approach to literature and life, 

despite their different backgrounds and styles. Here are some of the key similarities 

between Flaubert and Tolstoy. I have  found the first similarity  is focusing on 

characters development.  Both authors excelled in creating complex and multi-

dimensional characters. Flaubert and Tolstoy were critical observers of the societies in 

which they lived. They both analyzed and criticized various aspects of their respective 

societies, including social norms, class distinctions, and the moral decay they perceived 

in their contemporaneous cultures. In addition, both authors were deeply interested in 

moral and philosophical questions. They explored themes such as the nature of 

existence, the meaning of life, morality, and the human condition in their works. Both 

authors had a profound impact on the literary world. Their works have continued to be 

studied, admired, and adapted over the years. Flaubert's contribution to the development 
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of the modern novel, particularly his focus on style and form, and Tolstoy's epic 

storytelling and philosophical depth, have left a lasting legacy in literature. 

Both "Madame Bovary" and "Anna Karenina" are renowned novels that offer 

profound insights into the human condition. Set in different times and places, they share 

common themes, presenting female protagonists who challenge societal norms and face 

devastating consequences. By comparing the two novels, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of the characters' motivations and the social contexts in which they exist. 

The main character of the book "Madame Bovary" is Emma Bovary. Emma 

Bovary, the protagonist of "Madame Bovary," is a young, idealistic woman trapped in 

a loveless marriage. Fueled by her romantic notions and disillusioned by the banality 

of her provincial life, Emma seeks escape through extramarital affairs and material 

indulgence. However, her relentless pursuit of passion leads to her downfall, 

highlighting the dangers of unchecked desires. 

Heroine of the book "Anna Karenina" is Anna Karenina.In "Anna Karenina," the 

eponymous character is a vibrant and passionate woman who enters into an adulterous 

affair with Count Vronsky. Tolstoy presents Anna's struggle between societal 

expectations and her own desires, ultimately leading to her tragic end. Anna's story also 

explores the double standards imposed on women, where male characters face fewer 

consequences for their actions. 

While reading these books, I was convinced that Dostoevsky's character Anna is 

much more responsible than Emma. In addition, Anna recognizes the value and sanctity 

of the family and always cares about her child and its fate. Madame Bovary, on the 

contrary, completely forgets the concepts of family and children in the path of her 

wishes and desires. She thinks only of herself and doesn't even care what other people 

say. It can be seen from her actions that Anna Karenina is a very intelligent and 

educated woman. However Mrs. Bovary, as a woman who graduated from an ordinary 

school in the village, appears in front of her as poor and uneducated.  

"Madame Bovary" is set in a provincial town in rural France during the 19th 

century. The idyllic countryside, suffocating social norms, and limited opportunities 

shape the life of Emma Bovary. The town of Yonville symbolizes the constricting 

societal expectations and lack of intellectual stimulation that contribute to Emma's 

dissatisfaction. Occasional visits to the city of Rouen offer temporary relief but deepen 

her longing for a more passionate and fulfilling life. The setting reflects the stark 

contrast between the beauty of nature and the emptiness of Emma's existence. 

"Anna Karenina" is told by author.St. Petersburg, Russia, in the late 19th century 

provides the backdrop for the tragic tale of Anna Karenina. The city's opulence, strict 
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social norms, and stark class disparities shape the lives of its characters. From 

glamorous balls to squalid streets, St. Petersburg mirrors the emotional isolation, 

fleeting happiness, and societal constraints that define their experiences. The city's 

iconic landmarks, like the Neva River and the Church of the Savior on Blood, 

symbolize the barriers, inner turmoil, and consequences that impact their fates. 

In Anna Karenina, the opulence and social hierarchies of 19th-century St. 

Petersburg, Russia, influence the characters' lives. The city's strict social norms and the 

extremes of wealth and poverty create a backdrop of societal expectations. 

Madame Bovary, on the other hand, takes place in rural 19th-century France, 

where the picturesque countryside and provincial towns shape the narrative. The setting 

reflects the limitations of provincial life, suffocating social norms, and the contrast 

between nature's beauty and the characters' confined existence. 

Both novels explore the emotional atmosphere through their settings. In Anna 

Karenina, the bitter winters and passionate summers mirror the characters' isolation, 

despair, and fleeting moments of happiness. Similarly, in Madame Bovary, the 

changing seasons reflect the protagonist's emotional state and the stark contrast between 

the natural beauty and the emptiness she feels. 

In summary, the urban opulence of St. Petersburg and the rural simplicity of 

France provide distinct backdrops for the characters' struggles, desires, and conflicts 

with societal expectations. The settings serve as powerful elements that shape the 

narratives and explore the themes of the novels.There was another thing that united 

them. It was Feminine. That is, they faced the same path and the same fate because they 

were powerless to resist the feeling of love that rose from their hearts. 

In addition, Several popular writers read these books and give some comments 

about them. For example: famous writer Ernest Hemingwey told about "Anna 

Karenina" that "Tolstoy's 'Anna Karenina' is a work of art that transcends time and 

borders. The characters are so vividly drawn, their struggles and passions so beautifully 

portrayed, that the reader becomes a participant in their lives. It is a novel that touches 

the very core of our humanity." Moreover Margaret Atwoodʼs thoughts are popular 

about "Madame Bovary". "Flaubert's 'Madame Bovary' is a seminal work that 

challenged societal conventions and paved the way for a new era of literary exploration. 

Emma Bovary's rebellion against the constraints of her time and her tragic downfall 

resonate with readers, offering a profound critique of the limitations imposed on 

women." 

In conclusion, Madame Bovary" and "Anna Karenina" offer profound 

explorations of human emotions, the illusions of love, and the constraints imposed by 



VOLUME-1, ISSUE-11 

142 
 

society. Flaubert and Tolstoy present two compelling female protagonists who are 

trapped in their desires for something more, struggling against societal expectations. 

Both novels caution against the dangers of succumbing to illusionary ideals and the 

consequences of breaking free from societal constraints. 
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