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In Activity-based Learning, education takes a child-centred approach. This
approach develops self-learning skills and encourages children to study according to
their skills. The learner is given a report card only after completing all the steps in a
subject . Speaking activities with a clear communicative goal work best. For example,
‘Tell your partner what you did at the weekend and find one thing you have in common’
gives learners a specific task and an end goal so that they know when they have
achieved it. Speaking skills are one of the most important skills we learn, as they allow
us to communicate with others and express our thoughts and feelings. Speaking skills
can be separated into formal and informal speaking skills, and we use both types of
speaking skills in a variety of contexts throughout life. The goal of teaching speaking
skill is communicative efficiency and enable students to communicate verbally in daily
life. Then, it is crucial for the teacher to take responsibility for checking the students
understanding the language being used and the purpose of the activities is being carried
out. Speaking is "the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of verbal
and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts” (Chaney, 1998, p. 13). Speaking is a
crucial part of second language learning and teaching. Despite its importance, for many
years, teaching speaking has been undervalued and English language teachers have
continued to teach speaking just as a repetition of drills or memorization of dialogues.
However, today's world requires that the goal of teaching speaking should improve
students' communicative skills, because, only in that way, students can express
themselves and learn how to follow the social and cultural rules appropriate in each
communicative circumstance. In order to teach second language learners how to speak
in the best way possible, some speaking activities are provided below, that can be
applied to ESL and EFL classroom settings, together with suggestions for teachers who
teach oral language. After a content-based lesson, a discussion can be held for various
reasons. The students may aim to arrive at a conclusion, share ideas about an event, or
find solutions in their discussion groups. Before the discussion, it is essential that the
purpose of the discussion activity is set by the teacher. In this way, the discussion points
are relevant to this purpose, so that students do not spend their time chatting with each
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other about irrelevant things. For example, students can become involved in
agree/disagree discussions. In this type of discussions, the teacher can form groups of
students, preferably 4 or 5 in each group, and provide controversial sentences like
“people learn best when they read vs. people learn best when they travel”. Then each
group works on their topic for a given time period, and presents their opinions to the
class. It is essential that the speaking should be equally divided among group members.
At the end, the class decides on the winning group who defended the idea in the best
way. This activity fosters critical thinking and quick decision making, and students
learn how to express and justify themselves in polite ways while disagreeing with the
others. For efficient group discussions, it is always better not to form large groups,
because quiet students may avoid contributing in large groups. The group members can
be either assigned by the teacher or the students may determine it by themselves, but
groups should be rearranged in every discussion activity so that students can work with
various people and learn to be open to different ideas. Lastly, in class or group
discussions, whatever the aim is, the students should always be encouraged to ask
questions, paraphrase ideas, express support, check for clarification, and so on.
Teaching speaking is a very important part of second language learning. The ability to
communicate in a second language clearly and efficiently contributes to the success of
the learner in school and success later in every phase of life. Therefore, it is essential
that language teachers pay great attention to teaching speaking. Rather than leading
students to pure memorization, providing a rich environment where meaningful
communication takes place is desired. With this aim, various speaking activities such
as those listed above can contribute a great deal to students in developing basic
interactive skills necessary for life. These activities make students more active in the
learning process and at the same time make their learning more meaningful and fun for
them.
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