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Annotation: Mythological themes often permeate phraseological units, enriching 

language with cultural depth and metaphorical imagery. 

Keyword: article, mythological creature, Representation, English phraseology 

Certainly! Let's delve deeper into the representation of mythologisms in 

phraseological level units with more details: 

1. Origin and Evolution: Phraseological units with mythological origins often trace 

back to ancient civilizations such as Greek, Roman, Norse, or Egyptian cultures. These 

expressions were initially rooted in the oral traditions of storytelling and myth-making, 

passed down through generations. Over time, they evolved into fixed phrases or idioms 

within languages, retaining their mythological significance while adapting to 

contemporary usage. 

2. Symbolism and Meaning: Each mythological reference embedded within a 

phraseological unit carries symbolic significance and conveys specific meanings or 

concepts. For example, phrases like "Achilles' heel" symbolize vulnerability or 

weakness, drawing from the story of Achilles in Greek mythology whose only 

vulnerable spot was his heel. Similarly, "to open Pandora's box" signifies unleashing 

unforeseen troubles or consequences, reflecting the myth of Pandora who released all 

evils into the world by opening a forbidden box. 

3. Cultural Significance: Mythological phraseological units contribute to the 

cultural richness and diversity of language by preserving ancient narratives and belief 

systems. They serve as cultural touchstones, reflecting shared experiences, values, and 

beliefs within a society. For instance, phrases like "to carry the weight of the world on 
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one's shoulders," originating from the myth of Atlas, resonate with the universal human 

experience of bearing burdensome responsibilities. 

4. Metaphorical Usage: These phraseological units are often employed 

metaphorically to evoke vivid imagery and convey complex ideas or emotions. For 

instance, "to have the Midas touch" metaphorically describes someone with a talent for 

turning everything they touch into success or wealth, drawing from the myth of King 

Midas who turned everything he touched into gold. 

5. Continued Relevance: Despite their ancient origins, mythological 

phraseological units continue to be widely used in contemporary language due to their 

timeless themes and universal appeal. They enrich communication by providing 

colorful expressions and cultural references that resonate across generations and 

cultures. 

Overall, the representation of mythologisms in phraseological level units serves as 

a testament to the enduring power of mythology to inspire, educate, and shape language 

and culture. 

Here are a few examples: 

1. "To have the Midas touch" - Derived from the myth of King Midas, this phrase 

signifies the ability to turn everything one touches into gold, symbolizing the talent for 

financial success or good fortune. 

2. "To face a Gorgon" - From Greek mythology, referencing the terrifying 

creatures like Medusa, this phrase describes encountering something extremely 

frightening or petrifying. 

 

3. "To be a Trojan horse" - Originating from the Trojan War legend, this phrase 

describes a seemingly harmless entity or strategy that hides a dangerous or deceptive 

agenda. 
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4. "To carry the weight of the world on one's shoulders" - Alluding to Atlas, the 

Titan who bore the heavens on his shoulders, this phrase denotes bearing an 

overwhelming burden or responsibility. 

5. "To open a Pandora's box" - Referring to the Greek myth of Pandora, this phrase 

suggests initiating a series of unforeseen and harmful consequences by taking a risky 

or ill-advised action. 

These examples illustrate how mythology continues to influence and enrich 

language, offering nuanced expressions and timeless cultural references. 
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