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Abstract

This article analyzes the main results of archaeological research conducted in the
medieval rural areas of Central Sughd during the years of independence. The
architectural structures, defense systems, remains of settlements, craft centers, and
samples of material culture identified as a result of excavations at the monuments of
Kurgan-tepa, Kuldor-tepa, Kafirkala, and Dabusiya are scientifically evaluated. As a
result of the research, new information was obtained on the interaction of rural
settlements of Central Sughd with cities, their role in socio-economic development,
and their significance in the system of the Great Silk Road. The article highlights the
importance of archaeological research conducted during the independence period in
restoring the medieval history of the region, and summarizes their scientific results.

Keywords: Central Sughd, Middle Ages, rural settlements, archaeological
research, Kurgan-tepa, Kuldor-tepa, Kafirkala, Dabusiya, material culture, Great Silk
Road.

AHHOTALUA

B crarpe aHanm3upyroTCs OCHOBHBIE HAayYHBIE PE3YJIbTaThl apXEOJIOTHYECKHUX
UCCJICIOBaHMUN, TPOBEAEHHBIX HA  CPEIHEBEKOBBIX  CEIIBCKUX  IMOCEJICHUAX
LenTtpansHoro Corja B rofsl HE3aBUCUMOCTH Y30ekucTana. Ha ocHOBe maTepuaioB
packorok ropoxumr  Kyprontema, Kynmoprema, Kadwipkana wu  [laGycus
paccMaTpuBarOTCSl APXUTEKTYPHBIE COOPYKEHHsI, 0OOPOHHUTEILHBIE CUCTEMBI, JKUJIbIC
KOMIUIEKCHI, PEMECIICHHbIE TIEHTPHl H HAXOIKH MAaTEepPHAIBHOW  KYJIBTYPHI.
HccnenoBanus MO3BOJIMIIA TOMYYHTh HOBBIE CBEJCHUS O B3aUMOCBS3SX CEIBCKHUX
MOCEJICHU C TOPOACKMMHU IIEHTPAMH, HX POJA B COIHAIBHO-IKOHOMUYECKOM
pPa3BUTHH PETHOHA M 3HAYCHUW B cucTeMe Bemmkoro ménkoBoro mytu. B crarbe
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0000mIatOTCS  pe3yibTaThl COBPEMEHHBIX —apXCOJIOTMUECKUX HCCICIOBAaHHA U
pacKphIBaeTCS MX 3HAaUC€HWUE JJS PEKOHCTPYKIIMH CPEIHEBEKOBOH HCTOPHHU
Hentpansroro Coraa.

KiroueBsbie cioBa: Llentpansabiii Cora, CpeHEBEKOBbE, CENbCKUE TTOCEICHUS,
apxeonoruyeckue ucciaengoanus, Kyprourena, Kynnoprena, Kadsipkana, {abycus,
MaTepUalibHas KyJabTypa, BeJuknii mENKoBbIN Iy Th.

Annotatsiya

Mazkur maqolada Markaziy Sug‘dning o‘rta asr qishloq makonlarida mustaqillik
yillarida olib borilgan arxeologik tadqiqotlarning asosiy natijalari tahlil gilinadi.
Qo‘rg‘ontepa, Quldortepa, Kofirgal’a va Dabusiya yodgorliklarida amalga oshirilgan
gazishma ishlari natijasida aniglangan me’moriy inshootlar, mudofaa tizimlari, turar
joy qoldiglari, hunarmandchilik markazlari hamda moddiy madaniyat namunalari
ilmiy jihatdan baholanadi. Tadqiqotlar natijasida Markaziy Sug‘d qishloq
manzilgohlarining shaharlar bilan o‘zaro aloqalari, ularning ijtimoiy-iqtisodiy
rivojlanishdagi o‘rni va Buyuk Ipak yo‘li tizimidagi ahamiyati yuzasidan yangi
ma’lumotlar qo‘lga kiritilgan. Maqolada mustaqillik davrida amalga oshirilgan
arxeologik izlanishlarning mintaqaning o‘rta asrlar tarixini tiklashdagi ahamiyati
yoritilib, ularning ilmiy natijalari umumlashtiriladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Markaziy Sug‘d, o‘rta asrlar, qishloq manzilgohlari, arxeologik
tadqiqotlar, Qo‘rg‘ontepa, Quldortepa, Kofirqal’a, Dabusiya, moddiy madaniyat,
Buyuk Ipak yo‘li.

The lack of materials on the material culture of the Zarafshan region in the early
Middle Ages in the sources for studying the history of Uzbekistan indicates the need to
study this topic as a separate object of study. The sources mention the Middle Zarafshan
oasis, which is a region surrounded by mountains on three sides and a steppe only in
the west. From a historical and cultural point of view, it is also accepted to call these
territories, which unite the Samarkand, Kashkadarya, Bukhara regions of Uzbekistan
and the lands around Panjikent in Tajikistan, Samarkand Sughd. It is known from
history that the areas from Panjikent to Karmana formed Central Sughd, the capital of
which was Samarkand. The districts of the Zarafshan oasis located west of Karmana
formed Western Sughd, the capital of which was Bukhara. The districts included in the
Kashkadarya oasis formed the lands of Southern Sughd. The upper Kashkadarya
districts of Southern Sughd were called the Kesh region, and the lower Kashkadarya
districts were called the Nakhshab region. By the High Middle Ages, there were 12
villages and 4 cities in Samarkand Sughd. Six of these villages were located on the
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southeast side of the Zarafshan River (Bunjikent, Varagsar, Ash, Shovdor, Maymug,
Sanjarfagn, Abgor, and Rivdad), while the remaining six were located on the north side
(Yorkat, Burnamand, Buzmojan, Kabudjakent, Vidar, and Marzban)?.

The Qorgan-tepa monument is located on the northern side of the Zanjirbagh-ota
shrine in the Urgut district. The hill is surrounded by a defensive wall, and on its
southern and northern sides is the site of the entrance gate to the arch. Ceramic objects
dating back to the 7th-12th centuries have been found around the hill?,

The Qorgan-tepa monument may have been a large central city of the Sanjarfagn
village. The Sanjarfagn village is located between the Bormish (Abbosaryk, Yangiarik)
and Bashmin (Karaunas, Kazanarik) canals, and its center is localized with the Qorgan-
tepa archaeological monument located in the village of Eshonravot. The monument
consists of an arch, a city hall, and a rabad. In recent years, as a result of soil being
removed from the city hall part of the monument by local residents, a number of domed
rooms have been found in the section. In 2022, archaeological excavations were carried
out on the western side of the arch and on the northwestern side of the arch. As a result
of archaeological excavations carried out in the city of Kurgan-Tepa in 2022,
settlements dating back to the 7th—8th centuries were discovered and studied. Ash
remains recorded on the floors of the rooms allow us to conclude that the settlements
were probably destroyed as a result of the Arab attack led by Qutayba ibn Muslim in
712. Pottery vessels from the second construction period date back to the 11th—12th
centuries.

Archaeological research in 2023 was carried out in the northern part of the
monument arch, measuring 11.75x10 m. Initially, the turf and the underlying soft soil
layer were removed from the excavation site. As a result, two construction periods were
observed in the excavation site. The location of a mud brick wall (dimensions 50x25x8
cm) belonging to the first construction period was recorded, which ran from east to
west in the excavation site, was 10 m long, 1.3 m high, and 2.1-2.2 m wide. The
northern side of this wall was plastered with mud mixed with straw?.

The Kuldortepa monument is located 35 km southeast of Samarkand, in the
village of Bahrin, Urgut district. The total area of the hill is 17 hectares, surrounded by
a 6-meter-high defensive wall. The arch is located on the western side of the city, has
a round shape, is surrounded by a moat, and the height of the arch is 15 meters. To the

! Bapronba B.B. TypkecTaH B 310Xy MOHIOIbCKOro Hamectsus , Cou. 9 T. M.: Hayka, 1963. Tamkenr, 1. C. 144
2 Bepmumypanos A.D., Pounennu B. MaTepualbl kK apXxeoJ10rudecKkoii kapre aepodepeskbs 3apadmana / UMKY ,Bbim. 35.-
Camapkang, 2006.-C. 140
% Canymboes A.H., Mypaxamu T., Bermatos A., Maxamamues F. 2023 iinina Kyprontena éaropnuruia o6 60puiran
apxeonoruk Taakukoriap, O‘zbekistonda arxeologik tadgigotlar, Samargand, 2024.389 391 b.
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southwest of the arch of the monument, between the Shahristan and Rabod, there is a
separate hill, which the local population calls Kindiktepa, as well as Gishtmasjid. This
hill is round in shape, has a diameter of 27 m, and a height of 9.5 m. In 2023, an
international joint expedition of Uzbekistan and Japan carried out archaeological
excavations in the upper part of the monument. As a result, the location of the prayer
house and the adjacent porch, as well as a series of rooms located on the north and west
sides, were uncovered and studied®.

In the defensive wall located in the northeastern part of the monument, a cut up
to 6 m deep was cleared, revealing a 7-row, 44x44x15 cm, mud brick wall with a
chamfered surface and a platform underneath. The mud bricks and pottery fragments
date back to the 1st century AD. In the early Middle Ages, residences and palaces with
central rooms surrounded by a corridor shaped like the letter "G" on two or three sides
were widespread. The central room of the Kuldortepa monument is rectangular (4.6x3
m) in shape, surrounded by a corridor shaped like the letter "G". Corridors shaped like
the letter "G" are recorded in Afrosiyob, Darband®.

As aresult of archaeological excavations at the Kuldortepa monument, the objects
found in the early medieval layers of the monument include ceramic vessels such as
tap vessels, cup-shaped cups, cauldrons, dates, handle-shaped oil jars (mugs), and
plates (plates) with the image of pomegranates sprinkled with mica. In addition, coins
belonging to the rulers of Sughd from the early medieval period were identified.
Written sources indicate that Kuldortepa was the central city of the Maymurg
khokimiyat.

The Kafirkala monument is located 18 km south of Samarkand, on the left bank
of the Dargam Canal, and its total area is 16 hectares. The monument consists of parts
of an ark, a shahristan, and a rabad, typical of early medieval cities. The arch is square
in shape, with sides measuring 76x76 m and a height of 25 m. The arch is surrounded
by a moat. According to the city plan, it is closer to a rectangular shape with sides of
360 m. Archaeological excavations in 1990-1994 were carried out in the tower that
protruded from the north-west side of the arch. During the excavations, three rooms
and a narrow corridor were discovered in the tower. The rooms are located from north
to south, their dimensions are 7.85x2.30; 5.40x2; 7.45x2.45 meters. The walls of the
rooms are made of alternating layers of raw bricks on a block of bricks, and the wall
thickness is 1.47-1.55 meters. The walls of rooms 1 and 3 have checkerboard patterns.

4 Bepmumyponos A.D., Canguboes A.H., Mypakamu T., bermatos A., Acnanos A.IL, Anmumos H.F. 2023 itunna Kynnoprena
€nropiuruga onub Gopriran apxeosnoruk taakukoriaap, O‘zbekistonda arxeologik tadgigotlar, Samargand, 2024. 101-
104 b.

® Axyn-6a6aes X.I'. JIBopen nuxumos Corya Ha Adpacuade.-Camapkans, 1999.-C. 26-27.
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As a result of stratigraphic studies carried out in the rooms, floors belonging to three
construction periods were identified.

While these rooms were used for defensive purposes during the first construction
period, the fragments of household utensils inside the rooms also confirm that they
were used for storing products during the second construction period. By the third
construction period, the rooms were filled with soil®.

In recent years, joint archaeological excavations by Uzbek, Italian and Japanese
scientists have been carried out in the arched part of the monument. As a result of the
excavations, oval towers located on the four sides of the arch, the inner courtyard of
the arch, a terraced platform, the ruler's palace, a residential building, and utility rooms
were discovered and studied, which belong to three construction periods.

From the 7th century to the first half of the 8th century - the III construction
period.

The middle and end of the 8th century - the II construction period.

The beginning and end of the 9th century - the I construction period.

The monument arch has an open courtyard, a ruler's palace, a utility room, an
entrance to the courtyard and towers dating back to the third construction period. There
are rooms on three sides of the open courtyard, only the doors of the rooms on the north
side lead to the open courtyard through an ayvan. The location of the external entrance
to the open courtyard is noted on the south side. The two side walls of this door are
made of pakhsa blocks and the top is covered with raw bricks in an arched manner.
Initially, the width of the door was 2.8 m., but during the subsequent construction
period, the door was narrowed and repaired using raw bricks and its width was 1.6 m.
Room No. 15, where the ruler's throne is located, is completely open. This room is
rectangular in shape, measuring 6.35x4.75 meters from west to east.

The entrance to the room is located on the south side, its width i1s 2.1 meters. The
floor of the room is covered with baked bricks (46-47x25-26x3.5-4 cm). During the
excavations, a room with a ruler's throne was also discovered, and a wooden panel, one
of the unique examples of Sogdian art, was found inside the room. Its size is 144-124
centimeters. The panel itself consists of two wide boards, fastened together with iron
brackets. On the right side of the board is a composition with carved images of 46
people arranged in four layers’.

6 Bepmumypanos A.D., Camuboes M. Hayunbiii otuét Carauiickoro 1 YpryTckoro apxeoaorudeckoro orpsa 3a 1994 rog.
@.4 J1.239.-Camapxkann, 1995.-C. 4-15
" Bepmumypomos A.D., Boromoos I'., Takao Yro. Kodupkamba tuira kupmokna. ®an Ba Typmynrt. Nel-3.-Tamkent, 2018.-B.
5-7.

- Acumen: International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research -



ACLIMEN: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH
ISSN: 3060-4745 IF(Impact Factor)ID.71 / 2025 Volume 3, Issue B

In 2007-2008, archaeological excavations were carried out on the right side of the
[lonsay stream, where the Kafirkala pottery jars are located. As a result, a total of 6
pottery jars were discovered and studied. As a result of archaeological research
conducted in the Kafirkala arch and pottery jars, samples of vessels such as jars, dates,
jugs, pots, bowls, saucers, and oil jars were discovered, which are widespread in the
early medieval layers of the monuments of Sughd, Tokharistan, and Fergana. The
vessels found in the jars depict a mountain goat and a bull. Researchers emphasize that
such images, which are found among handicrafts, are associated with the cult of
fertility. About 900 bullae found as a result of archaeological research at the monument
serve as the main source for illuminating the political, economic, and cultural history
of this oasis, as well as its relations with distant and close peoples. Bullae are a unique
archaeological find, usually found on monuments associated with a ruler or a high
official. Rulers used bullae to seal and send embassy correspondence, letters and
contracts, or important documents. In recent years, based on the evidence of material
cultures obtained as a result of archaeological research at the Kofirkala monument, A.
Berdimuhamedov puts forward the idea that the center of Rivdat was Kofirkala®.

In 2022, a joint Uzbek-Japanese expedition worked together at the Kafirkala
monument.

This expedition carried out its work in 3 stages. In the first stage, the floor, which
was plastered with thinly sifted greenish-yellow clay, was cleaned. Another horizontal
and relatively flat layer was revealed 18—-20 cm below it, which rises slightly towards
the southern wall and decreases towards the center of the excavation. Below it, a layer
mixed with fragments of raw bricks made of greenish-brown clay was discovered. In
the second stage, the cleaning of the floor and floors of room 1 along the southern wall
continued. The floor was built according to the Sogdian tradition: raw bricks (picked
by biting) were stacked three to four rows high along the base of the wall, and the
remaining space was filled with soil and compacted. In the third stage, five pits, two
tandoors, several ash pits and burnt spots from the hearth, and one semi-underground
dwelling were discovered. The semi-underground (poluzemlyanka) was rectangular in
shape and extended in a southwest-northeast direction. Its overall dimensions were
determined to be 4.2 x 2.6 (1.25) m.

The remains of the city of Dobusiya, one of the largest medieval cities of the
Zarafshan oasis, have survived in the form of the Dobuskala monument, which includes
the complex of hills of the same name.

8 Bepmumyponos A.D., Mnauamunosa 1112, Byrok Wnak itymu.-Tamkenr, 2017.-5. 96-97
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Dobuskala is located in the Pakhtachi district of the Samarkand region, 4 km from
the Samarkand-Bukhara highway, in the northeastern part of the village of Dobuskala,
on the left bank of the Zarafshan River.

The city is divided into three parts, the main core of the city is the ark.

The ark is located in the northern part of the city, its layout is close to a square,
and the ark is separated from the main part of the city by a deep moat.

The city limits completely surround the arch from the north, east and south and
have a layout close to a square. The total area of the city limits is 23 ha, and it is
protected by massive defensive walls. Research conducted on the defensive walls
revealed that there was a wide corridor inside the walls. The Zarafshan River flows
through the northern part of the city limits, and this river has now washed away a
significant part of it. In the southeast and south of the city limits, a wide defensive ditch
50-60 m wide passes, which separates the city limits from the rabad. The rabad extends
south from the city limits. The total area of the rabad is 50 hectares. The entire territory
of the rabad is currently covered with a modern cemetery. In recent years,
archaeologists Pugachenkova G. A., Rtveladze E. V., Turgunov B. A., Buryakov Yu. F.,
Rostovsev O. M., Adilov Sh. T. conducted scientific research here, but no major
research work was carried out specifically to study the monument. It was during this
period that archaeological reconnaissance work was carried out in Dobuskal, and the
monument was included in the "Complex of Archaeological Monuments of
Uzbekistan".

Archaeological research of Dobusqala began mainly in 2006, by the joint Uzbek-
Japanese international expedition of the Institute of Archaeology of the Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Archaeological excavations were carried out
in the Arki, Shahristan and Rabodi areas of the monument. Over the years, cultural
layers of the IV-VI; IX-XII; XV-XVIII centuries were studied in Dobusqala. Among
the ceramic objects found and studied in the Arki section, some of them are dated to
the VI-IV centuries BC®,

Remains of a gate that was in use during the medieval period have been uncovered
in the northeastern section of the “shahristan” (inner city). This gate provided access
to a ford across the Zarafshan River, which flowed near the city. Although the city of
Dobusiya is mentioned in all medieval historical and geographical texts, the
information provided in them is very brief. According to the Arab geographer al-Yaqubi

® YHo Takao, A. bepmamyponos, I'. Boromonos, K. Paxumos Ba 6omkanap. Kana-u-Jladycus «Cormiickuii ropos Ha
Bemmkom lenkoBom ITytn. // Hayunsle nccnenoBanust ropozackoro nenrpa Cpeaneit Asun» WznarensctBo. “Cunécs”.
Kuoto, Anonns2013.-C.57-59
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(d. 905), Sogd was comprised of Samarkand, Dobusiya, Kushaniya, Kesh, and Nasaf."
The “History of Bukhara” notes that “Poykent was the name of the village where the
king himself resided, while Qal’ayi Dobus was considered the city”. Consequently, the
city fell to the Arab conquest at a very early stage; the Arabs subsequently refortified
it and utilized it as a key military stronghold. At the same time, numerous fortresses
surrounding the city were also refortified. Examples of such sites include Qasr al-
Bakhili; Qasr ar-Rih (meaning "Castle of the Wind"), located two “farsakhs” from
Dobusiya; and Kamarja Fortress, situated east of Dobusiya on the road from Sogd to
Arbinjon.

Initial archaeological investigations of the pottery kilns located in the southeastern
part of the Dabusia “rabod” (outer city) were conducted in 2007. Excavations
continued in 2023 in the area where pottery kilns were located. As a result, the remains
of nine single- and double-chambered kilns dating back to the 11th—12th centuries were
uncovered and studied™®.

Ceramic slag, melted glass, clay pots, fragments of baked bricks, etc., found
during archaeological research in the city, indicate that such crafts as pottery,
glassmaking, and blacksmithing were developed in the city. The research yielded a
variety of archaeological materials indicating that pottery was developed in the city in
the early Middle Ages. The living and utility rooms found on the site of the early
medieval palace, which is located in the arch, and the archaeological finds obtained
during the study of the outer wall of the palace provide important information about
the architecture of the city before the Arab conquest and its specific features. These
sources show that Dobusia functioned for two millennia, from early antiquity to the
late Middle Ages, first as a fortress on the banks of the Zarafshan River, then as a city,
and in later centuries as a village!®.

In conclusion, the cities of Central Sogd were one of the major trade and cultural
centers not only of the Transoxiana region, but also of all of Central Asia, for more than
two millennia. Analysis of written and archaeological materials has also shown that the
largest trade turnover on the Great Silk Road fell on the territory of Sogd.
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