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ABSTRACT

By the end of the Middle English period, there is already considerable loss of
inflectional morphology, and in Early Modern English, we see the last reflexes of a
shift from synthetic Old English to analytic Modern English. In fact, the inflectional
system of Early Modern English is not very different from what we have today. The
changes in inflection that take place between 1500 and 1700 show marked
sociolinguistic differentiation and are the subject of well-known case studies in
sociohistorical linguistics. The derivational morphology of Early Modern English,
onthe other hand, is considered to demonstrate much more wholesale and radical
changein the form of new Latin prefixes and suffixes reanalyzed from borrowed lexis.
Therate of integration of these word-formation processes is not, however, very
uniform,and capturing this diversity is a major aim of this survey.
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Introduction

The period of Early Modern English (1500—1700) marks a crucial stage in the
historical development of the English language. It was during this era that English
completed its transformation from a synthetic (inflectional) language, rich in endings,
to a more analytic one that relied on word order and auxiliary words to show
grammatical relationships. The changes in morphology reflect not only linguistic
evolution but also deep social, cultural, and historical shifts such as the Renaissance,
the introduction of the printing press, and the rise of education and literacy.

Discussion

The morphological development of Early Modern English (1500—1700) reflects
one of the most dynamic periods in the history of the English language. During this
time, the language experienced a significant reduction of inflectional endings and a
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simultaneous growth in derivational morphology, which together marked the transition
from a synthetic to an analytic linguistic structure.A key aspect of this development
was the loss of case endings and other grammatical markers inherited from Old and
Middle English. By the sixteenth century, English nouns and adjectives had already
lost most of their inflectional variation, leaving only the possessive -’s and plural -s as
productive forms. This simplification made word order and prepositions more
important in expressing grammatical relationships. The shift from “he loveth” to “he
loves” and from maketh to makes clearly demonstrates this process of morphological
regularization. Another important feature of this period was the standardization of verb
forms. The third-person singular present tense ending -s became dominant, replacing
the older -eth found in Middle English. The past tense system also became more regular
with the wide adoption of -ed endings. This change was accompanied by the increasing
use of auxiliary verbs such as do, have, be, shall, and will, which allowed English to
express complex tenses and aspects. These auxiliaries gave rise to grammatical
constructions that form the foundation of Modern English syntax.In contrast to the
simplification of inflectional morphology, derivational morphology experienced a
period of rapid expansion. The Renaissance introduced a massive influx of Latin and
Greek words into English, many of which came with productive prefixes and suffixes
(in-, re-, sub-, -tion, -ment, -ity, etc.). These affixes were soon used to form new English
words, significantly enriching the vocabulary and expressive capacity of the language.
However, this process was not uniform; some word-formation patterns spread rapidly,
while others remained restricted to academic or scientific contexts.Social and
technological factors also played a crucial role. The printing press, established by
William Caxton in 1476, helped to fix certain grammatical and morphological forms,
promoting a more consistent written standard. Moreover, the increasing importance of
education, trade, and literature required a more stable and unified linguistic system. As
a result, the Early Modern English period became a time when morphological variation
decreased, while linguistic uniformity and clarity increased.

Conclusion

The morphological changes of Early Modern English reflect both internal
linguistic evolution and external sociohistorical influences. The simplification of
inflection, the rise of analytic structures, and the expansion of word-formation
processes together transformed English into a language that was structurally simpler
yet lexically richer. These developments laid the groundwork for the grammar and
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morphology of Present-Day English, which continues to evolve on the foundations
established during this crucial period.
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