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Abstract: This thesis explores the role of satire in English literature, with a
particular focus on Jonathan Swift and other prominent satirical writers. It examines
how satire has been used as a tool for social and political critique, analyzing key works
by Swift, such as “Gulliver's travels” and “A Modest Proposal”, alongside
contributions from other significant satirists. The study aims to understand the
techniques of satire employed, the historical and cultural contexts of the works, and the
impact of satire on both contemporary and modern audiences.
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu tezis ingliz adabiyotida satiraning rolini o'rganadi, ayniqgsa
Jonathan Swift va boshqa mashhur satirik yozuvchilarga e'tibor qaratadi. Satira qanday
qilib ijtimoiy va siyosiy tanqid uchun vosita sifatida ishlatilganligini o'rganadi,
Swiftning “Gulliverning Sayohatlari” va “Mo‘tabar Taklif” kabi muhim asarlarini va
boshqa muhim satirik yozuvchilarning hissa qo'shgan asarlarini tahlil qiladi. Tadqiqot
satiraning qo‘llanilgan texnikalari, asarlarning tarixiy va madaniy kontekstlari va
satiraning zamonaviy va hozirgi auditoriyalarga ta'sirini tushunishni magsad qiladi.
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AHHOTauus: B 1aHHOW IHCCepTalKU UCCIIEYETCS POJIb CAaTUPhI B AHIJIMMCKON
JuTEparype, ¢ ocoObIM akleHToM Ha J[xoHaraHa CBu(dTa U OPYruX BBIJAIOIIMXCS
CaTUpUYECKUX IHcarese. PaccmarpuBaercs, Kak caTupa HCIOJIb30Balach Kak
MHCTPYMEHT COLMAJIBbHOM W IOJUTUYECKOW KPUTHUKH, AHAIM3UPYIOTCA KIIFOUYEBBIC
npousBeneHuss Caudra, takue kak «llyremectBust I'ymiuepa» u «CkpomHOe
MPEMIOKEHNE», A TaKKe BKJIaA JPYTUX 3HAYUTEIBHBIX caTUpukoB. Llenb
HCCIIENOBAaHNS — IIOHATHh HCIIOJIB30BAHHBIE TEXHUKHU CAaTHPbl, MUCTOPUUYECKUU U
KYJIBTYPHBIM KOHTEKCTBI IPOU3BEACHNUN U BIUSHUAE CATUPHI HA KAK COBPEMEHHY 10, TAK
Y COBPEMEHHYIO ayIUTOPHIO.

KaroueBble ciaoBa: Carupa, [xonaran CeudTt, aHmmiickas IuTeparypa,
IlyremectBusa ['ymmBepa, CxkpomHoe mnpemioxenue, Asnekcanap Iloym, Bosbrep,
Kangun, Yapne3 [IukkeHC, BUKTOpHAHCKAsl caTUpa, UPOHHUS, Mapoius, COLMAJIbHAS
KpUTHKA, TUTEPATYPHBIE TEXHUKH, CATUPUYECKAs TPATULIIS

Introduction

Satire has long been a powerful literary device for critiquing societal norms,
politics, and human behavior. This thesis investigates the use of satire in English
literature, highlighting Jonathan Swift's influential contributions and comparing them
with the works of other notable satirical writers. By analyzing the thematic concerns,
stylistic elements, and cultural impacts of satirical works, the study aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of satire's role in shaping literary discourse.

Methodology

1. Textual analysis:
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- Close readings: Detailed examination of key satirical texts by Jonathan Swift,

including “Gulliver's travels” and “A modest proposal”, as well as works by other
satirists such as Alexander Pope, Voltaire, and Charles Dickens.

- Satirical techniques: Analysis of the literary techniques used in satire,
including irony, exaggeration, and parody.

2. Historical and cultural context:

- Contextual background exploration of the historical and social contexts in
which these satirical works were produced, including the political and economic
conditions of their time.

- Impact of satire: Investigation of how these works were received by
contemporary audiences and their influence on later literary and social developments.

3. Comparative study:

- Comparative analysis: Comparison of Swift's satirical approach with that of
other writers to identify similarities and differences in their techniques and thematic
concerns.

- Evolution of satire: Examination of how satire has evolved over time and its
relevance in different historical and cultural contexts.

Findings
1. Jonathan Swift's satirical techniques:

- Irony and Parody: Swift's use of irony and parody in “Gulliver's travels”
critiques political and social institutions by presenting absurd and exaggerated
scenarios.

- Social Critique: “A modest proposal” employs shock value and satirical
reasoning to address issues of poverty and exploitation in 18th-century Ireland.

2. Other notable satirists:

- Alexander pope: His “The Rape of the Lock” uses satire to critique social vanity
and superficiality through a mock-epic format.

- Voltaire: In “Candide”, Voltaire employs satire to critique philosophical
optimism and the corrupt social and political systems of his time.
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- Charles Dickens: Works like “A Tale of Two Cities” and “The Pickwick

Papers” use satire to expose social injustices and critique the moral failings of Victorian

society.
3. Impact and reception:

- Contemporary relevance: Satirical works by Swift and others were influential
in their time, challenging prevailing attitudes and prompting social and political
discourse.

- Modern adaptations: The techniques and themes of classic satire continue to
influence modern literature, media, and political commentary.

Discussion

The analysis highlights the significance of satire as a critical tool in literature,
demonstrating how writers like Jonathan Swift used humor and exaggeration to address
serious social and political issues. The comparison with other satirical writers reveals
a rich tradition of using satire to provoke thought and effect change. This study
underscores the enduring relevance of satire in critiquing societal norms and exploring
human behavior.

Conclusion

Satirical works in English literature, particularly those by Jonathan Swift and his
contemporaries, have played a crucial role in critiquing and reflecting upon societal
issues. By employing various satirical techniques, these writers have influenced literary
traditions and contributed to ongoing discussions about social and political issues. This
thesis demonstrates the importance of satire in understanding both historical and
modern literary landscapes.
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