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Abstract 

This paper explores the pragmatics and discourse analysis of fantasy concepts, 

focusing on how language constructs meaning and interaction in fantastical narratives. 

Key pragmatic elements such as speech acts, implicature, presupposition, and deixis 

are examined to illustrate their role in world-building and immersive storytelling.  
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Annotatsiya 

Ushbu maqolada fantaziya tushunchalarining pragmatika va nutq tahlili 

o‘rganilib, tilning fantastik hikoyalarda ma’no yaratish va o‘zaro aloqani 

shakllantirishdagi roli tahlil qilinadi. Nutq aktlari, implikatura, old taxminlar va deixis 

kabi asosiy pragmatik elementlar dunyo qurilishi va o‘quvchini jalb qiluvchi 

hikoyachilik jarayonidagi o‘rni bilan izohlanadi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: pragmatika, nutq tahlili, fantaziya tushunchalari, kontekst, implikatura, 

performativ nutq aktlari, narrativ dunyolar, diskurs jamoalari, intertekstuallik, 

lingvistik ijodkorlik 

Аннотация 

В данной статье рассматриваются прагматика и дискурсивный анализ 

фантастических концептов, с акцентом на то, как язык формирует значение и 

взаимодействие в фантастических повествованиях. Анализируются ключевые 

прагматические элементы, такие как речевые акты, импликатура, пресуппозиция 

и дейксис, с целью показать их роль в построении мира и создании 

увлекательного повествования. 

Ключевые слова: прагматика, дискурсивный анализ, фантастические 

концепты, контекст, импликатура, перформативные речевые акты, 

нарративные миры, дискурсивные сообщества, интертекстуальность, 

лингвистическое творчество 
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Introduction. Pragmatics, the study of how context influences language meaning, and 

discourse analysis, the examination of language use in social contexts, provide 

powerful frameworks for understanding fantasy concepts. Fantasy, as a genre, relies 

heavily on imaginative constructs – dragons, magic, alternate worlds – that defy real-

world norms yet are made meaningful through linguistic and contextual cues. By 

applying pragmatics and discourse analysis, we can unpack how these concepts are 

communicated, interpreted, and negotiated within texts and between authors and 

audiences. The study of fantasy concepts through the lenses of pragmatics and 

discourse analysis provides insights into how fantastical elements shape meaning, 

communication, and interaction within texts. Pragmatics explores the use of language 

in context, while discourse analysis examines how language constructs reality, making 

both disciplines crucial in understanding how fantasy operates linguistically. 

Pragmatics focuses on how meaning extends beyond literal definitions, relying on 

speaker intent, listener inference, and situational context. In fantasy, concepts like 

“magic” or “elves” lack real-world referents, so their meaning emerges pragmatically 

through narrative context and shared cultural understanding. For instance, when J.R.R. 

Tolkien describes elves in The Lord of the Rings as immortal and ethereal, the term’s 

meaning is shaped not just by the word itself but by the implied contrast with mortal 

humans and the story’s Middle-earth setting [6;42]. This aligns with Grice’s theory of 

implicature, where unstated meanings: “elves’ superiority or otherness” are inferred 

from context rather than explicitly defined [5;24]. 

A key pragmatic tool in fantasy is the speech act. When a wizard in a story declares, 

“I curse you to eternal sleep,” the utterance isn’t merely descriptive – it performs an 

action within the narrative world, contingent on the fictional rules of magic. This 

reflects J.L. Austin’s concept of performative utterances, where saying something is 

doing something, provided the context (e.g., magical authority) supports it [1;6]. 

Readers accept this act’s efficacy not because it’s real but because the narrative 

pragmatically establishes its felicity conditions. Pragmatics in fantasy literature 

concerns how meaning is constructed beyond literal interpretations. Speech acts, 

implicature, presuppositions, and deixis play crucial roles in making fantasy believable 

and immersive.[7;81] 

• Speech Acts: In fantasy, performative utterances often have literal magical 

consequences. For example, “I bind thee by ancient law” functions as a binding spell 

in many fantasy narratives.[2;28] 

• Implicature and Presupposition: Readers infer meaning based on world-building 

cues. If a character says, “Only the Chosen One can wield the sword”, it presupposes 

the existence of a prophecy and a hero. 
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• Deixis and Context Dependence: Spatial and temporal deixis help locate events in an 

unfamiliar setting: “The portal will open at the third moon”, guiding readers in 

understanding the narrative world [3;28]. 

Discourse analysis examines how language constructs social realities, making it ideal 

for studying how fantasy concepts build coherent worlds. Fantasy texts create discourse 

communities – shared interpretive frameworks among authors, readers, and characters 

– where terms like “dragon” or “quest” carry specific connotations. For example, in 

George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire, dragons are not just creatures but symbols 

of power and destruction, a meaning reinforced through dialogue, narration, and 

character interactions. This aligns with Norman Fairclough’s view of discourse as 

shaping and reflecting social structures, here adapted to fictional societies [4;62]. 

Fantasy also employs intertextuality, linking concepts across texts. The “chosen one” 

trope, seen in Harry Potter or Frodo Baggins, gains meaning through its repetition in 

fantasy discourse, allowing readers to infer a hero’s destiny without explicit 

explanation. This intertextual layering, as explored by Julia Kristeva, builds a 

pragmatic shorthand that enriches interpretation.  

Discourse analysis investigates the structure and function of language in fantasy, 

particularly through narrative structures, intertextuality, and social function. 

• Narrative Structures: Fantasy often follows specific patterns, such as the hero’s 

journey or the clash between good and evil. 

• Intertextuality: Many fantasy works reference mythologies, historical texts, or prior 

fantasy literature to establish legitimacy and depth. 

• Social Function: Fantasy discourse frequently reflects real-world ideologies, such as 

power struggles, ethical dilemmas, or cultural archetypes (e.g., the wise old mentor, 

the reluctant hero). 

Analyzing fantasy concepts through pragmatics and discourse reveals how they 

transcend mere imagination to become communicative tools. Pragmatics explains how 

readers infer meaning from unfamiliar terms, while discourse analysis shows how these 

terms cohere into believable worlds. This dual approach highlights fantasy’s reliance 

on linguistic creativity and cultural resonance, offering insights into both storytelling 

and human cognition. 

Pragmatic and Discourse Features in Fantasy 

Feature Definition Example 

Speech Acts Language that performs an 

action 

"I summon thee, spirit of the 

forest!" 

Implicature Indirectly conveyed meaning "You bear the mark, then 

you must go." 
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Presupposition Assumed background 

knowledge 

"The prophecy has already 

begun." 

Deixis Context-dependent language 

markers 

"Over yonder, the dragon 

sleeps." 

Narrative 

Structure 

Common storytelling patterns Hero’s journey in The 

Hobbit 

Intertextuality References to external literary or 

mythic texts 

Arthurian legends in Harry 

Potter 

Social Function Reflection of societal beliefs or 

conflicts 

Power struggles in Game of 

Thrones 

 

The table summarizes the core linguistic features that contribute to the construction of 

fantasy worlds. It highlights how different aspects of pragmatics and discourse analysis 

shape the way fantasy narratives function. Speech acts show how words can create 

magical effects in a story, while implicature and presupposition illustrate how readers 

infer meaning beyond explicit statements. Deixis helps orient the audience within the 

fantasy world, making it feel tangible and structured. Narrative structures, 

intertextuality, and social functions provide broader frameworks for storytelling, 

demonstrating how fantasy reflects and adapts cultural and literary traditions. Each 

example illustrates the practical application of these concepts, reinforcing their role in 

shaping a coherent and engaging fantasy narrative. 

Conclusion.  

The pragmatics and discourse analysis of fantasy concepts reveal how language 

constructs immersive worlds and conveys meaning beyond the literal. By examining 

speech acts, implicatures, narrative structures, and social functions, scholars can better 

understand the mechanics of fantasy storytelling and its impact on readers. By applying 

linguistic principles to fantasy literature, researchers can gain deeper insights into how 

these texts resonate with audiences and reflect cultural ideologies. The interplay 

between language and imagination in fantasy demonstrates the power of words to 

create, transform, and sustain entire worlds. Future research could further explore 

cross-cultural variations in fantasy discourse and how evolving linguistic trends 

influence the genre’s development. Understanding the linguistic construction of 

fantasy not only enhances literary analysis but also deepens appreciation for the ways 

in which language shapes human creativity and perception. 
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